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A PARISH IS BORN

Rt. Rev.
~had its conception after
Thomas Hic~ey and his Vicar,

a survey by the Bishop,
Rev. J. Frances O'Hern,

in the Southwest section of Rochester and the Nineteenth Ward.
These two men made a trip to the section and soon figured out
why the people and children were getting tired of the long
trip to St. Monica's and St. Augustine's for Divine services
and schooling. After a ride through Genesee Park Blvd. and
surrounding streets, a plot of land on Brooks Avenue, East of
or practically on the corner of Genesee Park Blvd., extending
north on Ernestine Street, and upon which was a red brick
school house building, facing Brooks Avenue, and a couple
of houses facing North on Ernestine Street.

Upon returning to the Chancery office at 70 Frank
Street; the ~ishop called a meeting of his Vicar and advisory
board, explained to them the need of a parish in this end of
town. The property selected was discusse~, and the agreement,
made to purchase same at a price in the neighborhood of $60,000.

The next order of business was the finding of a
pastor, and after due deliberation, a professor at St. Bernard's
was chosen. One, Father EdwFrd Meagher. He was called to
70 Frank Street, and taken for a ride to Brooks Avenue, shown
the property, given the dee?, told he was the pastor and given
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the green light to bUil~ a Church.
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This all happened in the Fall of 1927 and Spring
of 1928. The Parish was canonically erected and incorporated
July 26,1928 and dedicated to Our Lady under the title of Our
Lady of Good Counsel. Father Meagher moved into the rectory
which was selected at 75 Ernestine Street. He brought with
him Margaret and Molly as cook and housekeeper, They were
given efficient relief at sick times and vacations by Charlotte
MCGivern, a very good Nurse from St. Mary's Hospital, who
took care of Father in his sicknesses.

Father lost no time in getting to work. He got
a committee together--Edward Dakin, Elmer Beisenbeck, Mr. and
Mrs. James Ryan, Charles Rohrer, Joseph Foley, Earl Harrington,
Charles Langworthy, Mrs. Joe Statt and others! After a meeting
of this committee, Brother Dan Meagher was called into the act,
told what was needed--a temporary Church, and shown the
property and hill which was now parish property.

Dan called in his architects, and plans were made for
a one story frame building, no basement except a spot for a
heating plant, that would seat approximately 500 people. With
a .pot for a Choir on one side and usher's table on the other
side;
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center entrance with two doors on the Altar side of the
oisle

In the middle of September, the sound of hammering
and the smell of paint was noticeable in the Brooks, Genesee
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Park Blvd. section and on October 6,19Z8, the Church was
finished at a cost of approximately $25,000. The opening
of the Church was October 7,1928, when the Most Rev. Thomas
Hickey dedicatedthe church, said the first Mass and preached
the opening sermon--Good Counsel parish was on the map of
Rochester. The following Sunday, with the he1p of Father
Luddy, three Masses were said.

Activity started at once. A Men's Club was formed,
with Edward Dakin as first president. The lady's Altar and
Rosary Society was organized with Mrs. Louise Statt as first
president.
Joe Foley,
invaluable

The Ushers were appointed, and under the Presidents
Al Halloran, C. ~~~nd John Burns, rendered
aid to the pastors in tAking care of the Church

Masses and other services, also helping the nuns in graduation
exercises and other school doings. A Choir was started and
did a good job of the singing, under the baton of John Granger,
R. Hasaneauer, C. Van Rod and Clarence Deckman. Church
bazaars and festivals were held and netted an average of
$7500.00 to $9000. Top prize was a new car.

The children were still traveling through sleet
and sunshine, following the paths, to St. Monica's, St.
Augustine's, 44 or 16 schools. So Father again got his
committee together, join~d by the women of the Altar Society
and brother Dan. The School was discussed, and the word to
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build was given to draw up plans, get ready for action. Dan
called in the architect and plans for a Collegiate Gothic
Brick type school were completed on February 15,1930. It was
to consist of an upper floor for classes and principal
and a lower floor for Auditorium, kitchen and cloak room for
parich functions, and the roof left flat so that another
story could be added when it was deemed necessary. A large
farmhouse at 595 Brooks Avenue was also purchased as a convent .

Excavation for the school was started March 1,1930.
We were in the midst of a depression, so many of the men of
the parish were put on the payroll, in order to keep food on
their table. Work was slowed up some by labor trouble in the
building trades, but on July 20,1930, Bishop J. F. Q'Hern
laid the corner stone and the school was finished. Ready for
the children on September 15,1930.

During the process of building, the need of Sisters
to teach the classes was discussed, and the Brown robed Sisters
of St. Francis were given the call to take over. They arrived
from St. Elizabeth's Convent in Allegany, N.Y. on September

3,1930.
Father Meagher now was sort of in the barrel with a

debt of $225,000 to $250.000 and the country in the midst of a
real depression. But the good gang of the Men's Club and the
Women's Altar Society, put their shoulders to the wheel.
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The summer festivals were continued, Thanksgiving Turkey
raffles were held, the women ran card parties, blanket clubs
and rummage sales and all the parish was helping to make a
buck, to at least cover the interest on the debt. The men
constructed a boxing ring and fights and wrestling matches
were held under the guidance of Earnest (King) Mahoney.
Some of the participants were Notre Dame Students on their
vacation. These were well attended and got to be the talk
of the town. The ring was constructed so that it could be
taken apart, and was leased out to other parishes and
fraternal groups for a nominal sum which was added to the
kitty. Bingo was started under the management of Frank
Young with Dick Toole at the mike. It soon outgrew the
auditorium, and some of the school rooms were used to take
care of the overflow.

The school grew so fast that more teachers were
necessary, this meant enlargement of the convent. This was
done--and completed during July and August of 1931. More
money was needed-~-to add to the pastor's woes. But things
went along---Bingo, Bazaar"s and festivals went over big.
The Minstrel Shows run by the men's club was a big thing,
directed by Ray Hasaneuer and Charles Van Roo. The men's
bowling league which rolled Monday nights at Reynolds Lanes, was
a night out for the men, and some of the keglers made it a real
night by indulging in some friendly poker till the wee hours.
The Friendly parish went along trying to do their best to
keep the bankers happy.
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In the fall of 1946 the black clouds hovered over
Good Counsel, and on the 25th day of November, Father Meagher
died. The parish was thrust into gloom. But, as they say in
the trade, the show must go on. On December 13th, Father
Leo Smith, who had preached the eulogy at Father Meagher's
funeral, was appointed as the second pastor.

Upon taking time, and looking things over, Father
Smith decided that the Church could stand a face lifting, so
new doors were added to both side~ of the front, a new paint
job added. Necessary repairs were made and slight changes
were made. This happened in 1949 and was completed on April 6.
But----we still had a temporary Church------but keep your chin
up, maybe there will come a day when we can kneel comfortably
and lose the fear of getting a nail in your trousers or minnie.

Good Counsel gradually got out of the red as things
improved in the business world. So, Father Smith decided it
was time for the second floor of the school. A parish drive
was held for funds and was successful as usual. A second
floor was added to the school, and opened on November 1,1957
at a cost of $250,OOO----back in the red again.
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The next order of business was the remodling of the
Convent. This was done and completed at an additional cost
of some $70,000.

In 1962 the Fr~nciscan order began to run out of help,!
due to a decline in Vocations, so the three schools in Rochester
had to be given up by the order. Good Counsel changed from
the Brown to the Black of the gooa Sisters of St. Joseph, headed
by Sister Helen Therese and her able supporting cast, And so
Good Counsel, the opening beacon light along with the Standard
Oil tanks, to travelers arriving at the airport, continues on
its merry wa'cY.

In 1967, after 52 to 53 years on the job, praying
for Souls, and thumbing his beads, Monsignor Smith resigned
his pastorate and was made Pastor Emeritus, and we received a
new pastor to guide the flock, Father Paul Wohlrab.

He started in by removing the Altar rail, so instead
of the Priest bringing you Communion, you went to the Priest.
The Altar was moved out and a new one brought in so that the
Priest faced the people, and souGood Counsel joined the
Ecumenical Church.

Father Wohlrab's first thought was a new Church. He
had a survey made of the property by architects. This survey
was submitted to 50 Chestnut Street b~t evidently got pigeon-
holed, for he is still waiting for the Green light.

So, after 40 years the old timers live with the



temporary Church, and with the new arrivals pray that it
does not collapse during services, especially during the
10:30 or 11:30 Mass on Sunday--for somebody is liable to
get hurt.

In closing, the writer regrets not using a lot
of names for space is the deciding factor, and missing a
few names can get one in trouble. My personal thanks to

G. Arthur Be-lant, Betty Urquhart, Leon Fis~er, Art
r-;

Hanratty, Eddie Clark, Charlotte McGivern, Dan Meagher,
and all who gave facts and figures and to Father Wohlrab
for giving me the privilege of doing this job.


