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~lk given by Betty Conheady South West Lenten M1ssio~,

You have heard from David about the beginnings of Our Lady
of Good Counsel- from the ground breaking for the church in1928
and the start of the school construction in March 19)0. That
such a project should have been undertaken during what was later
called "the Great Depression" was a'tribute to the great faith
of the people who lived here, the first parishioners of Our Lady'-
of Good Counsel.

I was asked to say something about raising a family here
and about being part of this parish for almost fifty years, On~
of the nice thins I've noticed about people here is that there
are many who reach out to newcomers to make them feel welcome and
so it was with me, Afew weeks after I came here in 19110 .. I was
asked by some of the ladies if li would like to join th~ Alter
Society. That was my introduction to a group of women who were
always actively involved in serving the church. I later dis-
covered that the parishioners here would actively support any
projects that were needed=church remodeling, school expansion,
building repairs whatever was deemed necessary was done, and they
came up with numerous and various ways to support these projects.,
li remember the church suppers, pancake breakfasts. card parties,
bazaars, altar society meetings and ministrel shows. I'm sure
that many o~ you out there can name other events that were not
only a slurce of revenue to the parish but happy occasions of
fun and enjoyment and the beginning of many wonderful friendships.,

But if we were to look on this occasion as a time to indulge
in nostalgia alone we'd be greatly mistaken. It is fun to take
out those old pictures and examine them but we must recognize
that the vital and enerv~ing force that motivated those early
parishioners ls'still the same force that flows through this
parish t.oday, the prescence of -our God, Our' I!hurch•.

My husband and I raised our children here, brought them-to
the Church for baptism, First communion, Comfirmation and four
were married from this church. We sent them to tis school to be
instructed in their faith. As a family we went Mass her~, attended'
stations of the Cross, celebrated the great feasts of Easter and
Christmas when the church and school were both filled to over-
flowing. We've said the living rosary as the paricipants
arranged themselves around the parking lot. We'v come to this
Church for consolation, forgiveness, hope and to worship our God.
Our sacremental life is here-without it we are nothing •. MY
husband was buried from this church r, God willing I shall be also •.

When we think back to our roots, our beginnings, we in this
parch have been very lucky. The founers here were second or third'
generations Americans and so did not have to establish themselves
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in a foreigrr'culture. speaking a foreign language. this was the
added burden of many forming new parishes at that time. On the
other hand. the parents and grandparents of those who formed this
parish did go through the fire of immigration and adotation.. As
a result of that ezperience our fDunders were more open. more ac-
cepting •. They and we have established a caring. loving, vital
parish over the past sixty=four years and from this supportive
Christian enviroment many have gone forth to other places bearing
the stamp of Qur Lady of Good Coun~l and its people and bearing
witness to the that their roots are here in this southwest portiorr
of this city. The problems here are new and need new solutions
but God's Grac~ will prove that we are still a vibrant and effec-
tive community able to deal with what ever God has planned for us •.

Debbie Millet will give us some insight into Our Lady of
Good Counsel today.
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'1'alkGiven by Debbie Millet South West Lenten Missionc,

David has told you abou t the history of Our Lady of Good'
Counsel-how it began many years ago of the needs of a growing
papulation to its present state •.

Hetty has told you about the early parishoners-how they
were called upon to many sacrific~s so that the faithful. their
children and future generations would have-a church and a school-
where all could learn love. worship and serve the Lord in fellow_
ship •.

It is my priviledge to tell about the present and the future
but Lmust first start in the past.

For most of my life, I have been a part of Our Lady of Good
Counsel parish. Because or my parents and the parish community.
my roots were deeply plantee in the Lord. Lwas given life in
the Spirit and I was able to grow spiritually.

As an adult. I knew that with God and with the love and
support that L had received from my family and my parish "family" ,.
L had the strength to face life"s new challenges and pr-oblems;

When my children were born. I brought them here to Good
Counsel. L wanted them to experience what I.had ,. I wanted them
to share the same roots that I had experienced, my children were
baptized here. and they are now their own journey of faith. Each
child is seeking the Lord. growing in His love and in His ways.
while being supported by my family and God's family. the Parish.

Is what L desire for my children realistic? After all. the
world is much different from when I grew up •. The problems of the
modern world are many and mind boggling.

Perhaps, my children will not experience exactly what I did.
Perhaps. they might experience more.

The passing of time has coused many changes within our society
and within our parish. Our response to the problems has been met
by combining resources and talents - for the greater glory of God •.

For exam~le •.when the number of priests and religious serving
our paatsh declined. and the needs of the gomebound and hospital-
ized needed to met. our parish implemented Eucharistic ministers.
The parish had thought of a way to being more of God's people
together. by providing support, fellowship and a new lay ministery.
The homebound and the sick could receive the Eucharist more often •.
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And when our parish school was cloSed because of decreasing
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enrollment and incrreasing costs" the pari sh looked to alternst ive
solutions. The answer was the South West Quadrant School System.,
Although my children travel outside our parish boundaries, they
still receive a good Christian education. one rooted deeply in the
values and bel~efs of our faith., Moreover, my children's faith
has the potential to grow stronger because they are being support-
ed by many parish families.

The primary responsibility for sacramental preparation has
shifted from the schools to the family. Father Lou. our paster.
works with the families to provide information and assistance
whenever needed. He is better able to minister to his people
because he is more in touch with the parish families and their
needa.

~o provide fellowship outside of the celebration of mass,
our parish community has enjoyed many coffee hours. At Advent or
Lent, the parish has had pot luck dinners followed by planned
activities and presentations.,

To assist the needy and the poor. our parish participates in
the SWEM Food Cupboard and the Giving Tree. We are reaching out
beyond our parish boundaries to all of God's people.

What about the future or our parish?? I can't say for certain.
But if we examine the present trends of our parish life (c e) that
is. God's people are combining their resources and talents to-
gether to form a larger family. We might get a glimps into the
future. We might possibly be a larger community working together
collaboratively for the greater glory of God.,

Plans for the reorganization of the South West Uxban parishes
are underway. We await its implementation.

Whatever changes the future brings, we must pray and trust
in the Lord J!ust as Ruth and Naomi trusted in the Lord and their
familv= so must we.,

1lhe1.oI'dwill help" us ..He,'will not .abandon t us s. '.1"1)

In closing. I would like to leave you with a story.

There once was a woman who lived alone in a house., She had
great faith and trust in the Lord.

One day it started to rain. The rains became harder. The
river beds became swollen-Her land was about to be flooded.,

The sheriff came by and told her to evacute her home. She
was in great danger.

But the woman replied, No, L will not leave my home. L have
great faith in the Lord. L trust in Him. ~ know that He will save
me."

Well. the rains became harder. The flood waters rose higher.
The dam was about to burst. The woman was now on the second floor
of her home.

A'man in a boat came by and called out to the moman. "Please
come with me. The dam will break and this might be your last chance
for survival"
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Aga1n the woman repl1ed f1rmly "No. I w111 not leave my horne.
I have great fa1th 1n the Lord. I trust 1n H1m. L know that He
w111 save me."

Well. the ra1ns became harder. The dam broke. Th1s t1me
the woman was forced to her roof •. A hel1copter came by. The
p1lot called down to the woman. "Please come w1th me. Take hold
of th1s rope. Th1s 1s your last chance for surv1val."

Aga1n the woman repl1ed "No. I w111 not leave my horne. I
have great fa1th 1n the Lord. I trust 1n H1m. I know that He w111
save me."

Well. the woman d1ed. When she saw the Lord she asked H1m
"Lord. why d1dn "t you save me. I bel1eved and trus ted 1n you and'
you let me d1e.~"

The Lord, responded. "Whom do you th1nk 1t was that sent the
sher1ff~ the man 1n the boat. the hel1copter p1lot?! It was 1. I.
sent them to you and you refused the1r help. To save your self.
you had to accept my he Lpv "
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