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January 5, 1989 

Dear Colleague in Education, 

Last evening's presentation of the Proposed Plan for Catholic Community 
Schools in the Northeast Quadrant of Monroe County is to date the most 
significant response to Bishop Clark's challenge to focus on Catholic rather 
than parochial schools. The plan for the Northeast contains elements 
regarding finance, personnel, marketing and recruiting that will begin to 
apply throughout Monroe County as soon as September of 1989. 

This proposed plan now will be further refined by the parishes of the 
Northeast Quadrant and then submitted to the Bishop's Commission on Schools 
in mid-February. Parish participants at the meeting suggested several areas 
which need further refinement. Diocesan staff is available to work on these 
concerns with the parishes. 

The proposal recommends the closing of three schools 
1989, and three additional schools in September of 1990. 
that a separate junior high program f or grades 7 and 8 be 
Kearney beginning in 1990. 

in September of 
It also suggested 
housed at Bishop 

The citing of specific elementary schools and high schools 
proposal reflects the new openness which is essential for effective 
collaboration. 

in the 
future 

I realize that the prospect of change is painful, but the mention that 
a particular school might close should not precipitate a hasty withdrawal of 
students from the school, nor a sense of gloom in the school or among 
families and faculty. Rather, it calls them to join in taking a critical 
look at their school in relationship to the surrounding Catholic schools to 
determine how to best enhance the availability of quality Catholic education 
beyond the year 2000. We must use our limited resources wisely and 
ef ficiently and we must maintain the availability of Catholic schools for 
our poor. 

On behalf of Bishop Clark and as a Vicar General for the Diocese, I 
commend our diocesan and parish personnel who are involved in this difficult 
but necessary process. Bishop Clark's challenge to begin to focus on 
Catholic rather than parish schools calls us to a common future. I am 
convinced that by striving together seek to enhance this marvelous gift of 
quality Catholic education in our community and our diocese, we assure a 
bright future. 

Sincerely, 

Rev .!~~~:. G. P~:~·g~fice Mo~~=~· 
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JANUARY 5, 1989 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

A proposed plan for Roman Catholic schools in the 

Northeast Quadrant of Monroe County, developed by the Center 

for Governmental Research, Inc., recommends a significant 

restructuring of elementary schools to enhance the efficiency 

and quality of the quadrant's 13 elementary schools. 

The consulting firm also recommends that the dioce s e 

rent space currently unused at Bishop Kearney High School and 

establish a new regional Grade 7-8 junior high school there 

for the entire quadrant. The junior high would be 

independent from Bishop Kearney, which the consultant assumed 



NORTHEAST QUADRANT ADD ONE 

will continue to operate a separate co-ed high school. 

Catholic high schools are working together to submit a plan 

to the diocese this April. 

For the 1989-1990 school year, Blessed Sacrament would 

remain available to quadrant schools as a junior high 

school. Its program would transfer to the Bishop Kearney 

location after that year, and future use of the school 

building would depend on the results of the Southeast 

Quadrant plan. Blessed Sacrament parish is located on Monroe 

Avenue near the boundary of the two quadrants. 

Those recommended f or closing in June 1989 are Our Lady 

of Perpetual Help, St. Philip Neri and St. Salome's schools. 

The consultant recommends the closing in June 1990 of 

Annunciation, St. James and Christ the King schools. 

Other elementary schools that now include junior high 

St. grades 

Ambrose, 

would 

St. 

be changed by 1990 to 

Cecilia, St. Stanislaus, 

and St. Margaret Mary. 

K-6. The y are 

St. Thomas the Apostle 

For the buildings recommended for closing, the proposal 

identifies potential for reuse for religious education, day 

care, social programming or community service needs, and also 

suggests investigating leasing or selling some facilities. 

The recommendations are part of a report prepared by the 

Center for Governmental Research as consultants to the 



NORTHEAST QUADRANT ADD TWO 

Bishop's Commission on the reorganization of Catholic 

schools. The 

to the north, 

Northeast Quadrant is bounded by Lake Ontario 

the Genesee River on the west, I-590 on the 

east and I-490 on the south, and includes 20 Catholic 

parishes in Irondequoit and part of the City of Rochester. 

The proposal for reconfigurating these schools utilized 

criteria initiated by the Northeast Quadrant Planning Board. 

The criteria includes building quality and size, number of 

rooms available for education, 

bus, and other factors. 

location, accessibility by 

The plan was presented to the Northeast Quadrant 

Planning Board and parish leadership Wednesday evening (1/4). 

Four subcommittees of that group were formed to refine 

specific topics within the plan that need some further study. 

They will report by Jan. 20. 

In early February, the plan will go to the Commission on 

Reorganization of Catholic Schools, headed by Dr. William 

Pickett, president of St. John Fisher Colle ge. Th e 

commission is charged with reėommending the f inal 

restructuring action plan for all schools in the diocese. 

Plans f or the other three quadrants of the county will 

be developed in coming months. Then diocesan schools outside 

Monroe County will also be studied. 

The proposed plan recommends the transfer of control 

over Quadrant schools from individual parishes to a Quadrant-



NORTHEAST QUADRANT ADD THREE 

wide governing system. It suggests financial support 

mechanisms that would involve all parishes in the Quadrant. 

Rev. John Mulligan, Vicar General of the Diocese, said, 

"We are aware that a proposal that suggests that schools be 

closed is painful, but we feel that it is widely accepted 

that we must strengthen the Catholic school system through 

reconfiguration." 

Father Mulligan said that every eff ort will be made to 

place current teachers f rom schools that will be closed in 

other areas of Monroe County. 

30 


