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THE FOUNDING OF OUR LADY OF 

GOOD COUNSEL PARISH 

On July 26, 1928, the Church of Our Lady of Good Counsel, Roch-

ester, was canonically erected by the Rt. Rev. Thoma s F. Hickey, second 

bi shop of t he Roches ter Dioces e. To t his newly e s tabli s hed par i sh, the 

l bishop appointed t he Rev. Ed1-rar d T. Mea3her on Au gu st l, 1928. Father 

Me agher wa s then p rofe s sor of Logic and History of Philosophy at Saint 

Bernard. ' s Se·rn i nary. De~)artin6 f r o:r. the class r oom n ow, he a:?p l i ed himse l f 

vi gorous ly to the t ask of providing s pirituel facili ties in the increas­

ingly populous s outhwe s tern section of the city. 

Fitteen days after hi s appointment as pastor, Fa ther Meagher pur­

ch a s ed a strip of land which originally forned part of the William's 

farm at 640 Brook s Avenu e. The plot had a frontage of 262 feet on Brooks 

Avenue, and ran through to Ernestine Street with a depth of 225 feet. 
2 The p rincipal parcel of l and wa s t hat purchas ed from Mrs . Mary Shelter 

on which stood part of the old Wil l i am 1 s f ar:mhous e. Thi s h ouse was made 

over and opened as a pa rish communi ty hou s e on Nove:rnber 26, 1928. 3 · 

The parish was i n corp orated under the ti tle of "Our Lady of 

Good Counse l" according to t he laws of the State of New Yorlr on the 

t went y-fou rth of Au gus t. Fou r days l ate r when t he fir s t ~e 2tin3 of the 

corpo r a t ion took p l a ce at 80 Prince Street, t he Rt. 2ev . Thoma s F. 

Hickey D. D., t b.e Rt. Rev • . John F. O' Hern V. G., t he Rev. Ed~rard T. 

~,~ea::-.;:!:'ler , ~-~r . Ja:rr. e s E. :=:::ran 2,n cl =·:r . El.s e r 1~ . 3i esenb:.ch 1,.-e re named 

l. C'J r l.e.dy of 3-o od C::ounsel ) ... rchi.ve s : n ot e s b y Fa t he r :·.:eazher. 

2 . Tj_:mes Un :i.on ( Roch2ster ,F .Y. .) , 3erJt . 10, 1928 . 

3 . J oo:!. C oun~el Archives : n ot es b y Fa.t her ~' ~eagher . 



4 
t~istees of the church. 

Plans were drav-.rn. up and construction of the churėh began on 

September seventeenth • . The building was a"temporary"wooden structure. 

As originally built it measured 43' by 112' · and could a ccomodate 556 

persens . There were three alt a rs in the sanctuary a nd i n the oack at 

the left of the entrance was a s mall elevated c h oir- space. Mr . Daniel 

J. Meagher, brother of the new· pastor, wa.s the bui lder, ana he had the 

whole s tructure fini shed in t he remarkab ly short time of three weelrn . 

On Sunday , October 7, 1928 , abou t fifteen hundred people crowded 

into the new church f or the t wo n: orninc services wi t h which t he churc·h 

was f o m.al ly opened. Low Ma ss was reaa_ by F a t h er Meagher at e i ght o ' clock 

ana_ Solemn Pontifica.l Eigh 1'~3.SS was ce lebrated at eleven by the Rt . Rev. 

Thomas F. Hick ey, 3ishop of Roche s ter, who b lesse d t lJ.e building . The Rev. 

J .P. Brophy, r e ctor of St. Monica e.nd Walter A . Foery, rect or of 1~ ount 

Carr. e1 e.ct eėl_ e,s honorary de9.c ons ·• The Rev. Georg e Predm ore of Spenceport 

was d e;;.con and F ranci s Ludd y of St. lm d r ew ' s Seminary , sub- dea.con. The 

rras t er of ceremonies wa.s the Rev. T.lilliam Hart of Co rpuc Chri s ti Church, 

8,S a.s si et ant p riest wa.s t he S.t o Rev. I~ . J. r~ol a.n of St. Andrevr ' s Semi nary. 

J•„'T: on g t he ~"J any clergy i n a t tendanc e wa.s the Rev. Le o V . S':'i th, then 

e.3sis t l;l.nt at the I mme.cula te Con ception Chur ch . :i.t e i gh t o 1 clock t ha.t 

evenin5 there was a se r vice of benediction with rose_r y a.nd se r mon r reached 

by t he ~ev. Francis Ludd.y , prefsc t of s t udJ es at 3t . „'.l.ndre1·1 ' s Serr. inary, 

on 11 0u r Lady of 3-ood Counsel 11
• 5 

Aa spiritual leader of thi s n ew con3r8 ~ ation, F ather Xeagher 

~· . ~~ inu t sz of the 3oar·d of I'rustees , .'\.us . 28 , 1928 . A.t thi s aa~e i::es t.inc 
the t r1.) 2t ess authoriz ed F a the r ~ :ee.c::her to 1)orrmr ~ 75,000.00 at the lo~ves t 
~03s5~1 - interest. 

5 . Ti~es Vn ion ( 2ocheste r ,N.v .), Oct. 8, l O'?P --- - ··- . 



arranged for the first instuction class for children on November 

tenth with Sister Assunta and Sister· Josina as the teachers. 6 Realizing 

almost at once that two Sunday Mas ses would not suff ice for the needs 

of t h e parish, he requested and received p ermission to ė s tabli sh a 

t h ird Ma s s on Sundays and holydays of obligation beginning with Sunday, 

Nov. 11 , 1928.
7 

In the J anuary b oard meeting of 1930, Mr. Jos e ph J. Statt was 

elect e d t he new me rnber of the Board of Directors . It was also at thi s 

".Tles t inz t h ?._t t he motion 1·.;e,s c a_rried to o"l)en a, pa,r och L?,l s cho ol. Ifo re 

too F a t her Meagh er was f ortun a te to be ab le to re ly on t h e h e lp an d 

a dv ice of hi s bro t her, t he contractor. I n a let t e r wr it t en to Father 

t-~e agher , Mro Daniel J. Me a gh e r outlined hi s p l an a s a s eneral contra ctor 

to s hm: the adv anta ge s in k e ep ing a t a ~inimum building cos t s e Re a liz -

ing t hat h i s r e l a.t i ons h ip wi th the pastor of Good Coun s e l rr. i 5ht g i ve 

r ise to a suspi cion of f a,voritiam, Mr. Me a gher de c l a red tha t any con-

tra ct en t e red into , e.s a:;:-::r- roYed by tbe Dj ocesan Bui liitn.c; Comir. i t t ee, 

sl1ould clearly involve n o p rofi t to h imself. In fact , i f the Commi ttee 

Here- to d_eci.de in favor Of gener a l bids , he t h ou gh t it ",Jn'di s e f o r hiJT' 

to bid a t a ll, a s s ome of t he b idde r s mi ght under e s timate t h e i r chances 

t o wi n a,:;a in s t the :0astor' s b rother, and throu F.jh l a ck of int e re s t on 

their "[: 3St j_e p ri Ve F 2.the r :.::e e,5he r t he competi t ion to '::-h i ch he wa s en -

8 
tj_ t l e0 . Ir t!1e ?i.p r i l Boa l"d r.:ę et ing of the s an' e ~re 2.r, the Rt. Rev. John 

F . O' E0 rn ;) . D. , ? -: h e 2. ;J_ of the Boar1 2.nc'l v:i t h the d:l r e c. t o1'.' s approved of 

6 . ·?rood Co1J".'.:l.se l Ar ch i v es: n otes b y F a t h e r ~-C e2.3her. 

'!. Le t. t sr- f r o""P. the Sh:J.n c e ry Of fic e to t l:_e :=1 ·8V. Ed;,rs. r :3_ T. :.:e8.s l1e r on 
~·J overr. 1:-2r 2, ':!_928. The c:onth1ue č! ~ r01-1th of the -::-'a.r i s h ha;:; n e ces s it a t e d t h e 
a;l1it; __ on of s tj 11 ~ore .3unde,y I<a.ss es s inc 8 t nen, s o t ~: 9,t n o"tt t here are 
sev en ~ ·>.2 :: e2 on Sund. ~\T e,J.l t he y e a r rou nd.. 

8 . ~< r . ='~~ni 8 1 .J . }~eac;h. e r t o t)11s S.e\T . = ri\·.rc.1„d T e !'~es~3 l;.e r' ' 2.o 'J h.es t e r' 
:!<' eb n ! a:r~r 27, :i 928 . 

'llT ~T 
... . " -· . ' 



the plan and so excavation and construction began on March first.9 

Wbile the construction was under way, Father Meagher turned his 

attentions towards the Sisters who would staff his s chool. On .May thir­

teenth, he wrote· to Mother Dominica, general superior of the Sisters of 

the Third Order of St. Francis, at the request of Bishop O'Hern to ar-

range with her for the Sisters to coroe to Good Counse l as teachers . The 

nuns were s lated to open a new p arochial s chool in Eas t Rochester, but 

the plans for that had fallen through . If he definitely knew of their 

cor.iing, he s ;;. id he wo1 l d pu rcha.s e a. conven t whi ch hc had. s s l ec ted. 10 

Four days later, Mother Dominica in her reply, reques ted an interview 

with the Bishop and Father Meagher and here arranged for the Sisters to 

come to the new parish .11 The convent property was purchased and . occu~ 

pied by the Sisters of St. Francis on September third. 

Su.nday afternoon, July 20, 1930, saw the official l aying of the 

cornerstone of the new Pa.rochial School of Our Lady of Good Counsel by 

the ~t. -Rev. John F. O'Hern D.n„ 12 The Bishop announced to the people 

that the Sisters of St. Francis, for 700 years a religiot~ s order netea. 

the world over for their charitable and educational work , would teach 

in the new school. This would be the first English spee~dng sl?hool in 

the Roche s ter Diocese in charge of these Siste r s . The 3 i shop f u rther 

atated: 

You a re erect j_nc: h ere a s chool whj_ch will be e. center 
for Christi an edu ca tion , a center of good. citi zenship, 

9. Minute s of the Board of Truste es , April 12, 1930. At this meeting 
Fa t he r !~eagher wa.s au thoriz ed to horrow $ 125 , 000 .OO at the lowes t p os ­
sible intere s t. 

10 . R.ev . Z.1'. ~Ce e. e;h8r to Ic:other .Do111 inica , Rochester , N .Y . , :=c'-Y 13 , 1930 . 

l? . The ~ rasent ;astor , Rev. Leo V . S~j. th , was al~ o one of the nany 
~l"i r:rn t s 1fho -:i.ttenr1e:l. thj_s ::l8d ic3.ticm . 



and for the prornotion and development of soci_al and 
reli n:ious life that will rnea.n rnuch for this south­
west~rn section of the city of Rochester.13 

Truly Our Lady of Good Counsel School has taken the·se words and me.de 

them into a li~ing re~lity. The scholastic record, . achieved under the 

d.irection of the good Sisters of St. Francis, is lmown throughout the· 

a_iocese. 

The Collegiate-Gothic building was comp leted and re ady for oc-

rooms ; 350 children; e.n auditorium for 800 ; 300 for a. f u t u re ga.llery 

a.na. a sec·ond story ma.y be added a.t a minį:mum exp ense s ince all mechan­

ical and structural work was arranged to p,rovide for e :x:pans ion. 14 

In caring f or the phys ical needs of his parish, Father Meagher 

did n ot waste an opportunity to help the parishoners themselves by em-

p loying theF. whenever he could - a real work of rnercy in those days of 

business depression and unemp1oyment. A p ayroJ_l of over $ 50 ,000 .00 

was '.iis tribu ted on work exclusive of sub-contracts, a large portion of 

t h e money g oing into the p arish; and emp loyment was supplied to about 

s even t y rnen p er week during the "hard times ". When the school was com-

p leted, tl1e archi te cts was ab le to rep ort t hs total cos t n ote.b ly J.ower 

than that of similar buildings of the same typ e. 1 5 

Wi th 1:.he p arish cons truct ional u ork suc cessf ully con c lu'.led at a 

mi n1.rn.u.m 0. ost, 1113.DY other storms had t o b e 0 oi.;„ r aseous l y weatherd by 

13. Ce.t h olic Jou rna l (Rochester , lLY .), July 25, 1930. 

14. 3-ood Counse l Archives : n ote s by Father l>1eagher. 

J5 . Ib1 „.i . 
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Good ·Counsel 1 s founding pastor.16 But thanks . to his efforts and the 

co-operation of his parishoners, the parish came through all right; 

and when Father Meagher died on November 25, 1946, he left Good 

Counsel in excellent condition. 
l 

One of Father Meagher's classrnates, the Rev. Leo V. Smith, for-

merly spiritual director at St. Bernard's Seminary, was named second 

pastor of Our Lady of Good Counsel. Father Smith has proved himself no 

less efficient than his predessor .• Consequently the eritire property 

n ow s tands debt free. 

Of Course, spiri tual soundness is m ore i I!lportant in a parish 

than financial soundness, Good Counsel is fortunate in being well-

grounded in both respects. 
! 

16. On June 30, 1931, Father Meagher was authorized to borrow $ 225,000.00 
from the Security Trust Co. In November of that same year, he had to borrow 
$ 10,000.00 from Mr. Frank Fischer of 747 Joseph Avenue, to pay on the note 
This was because he was being pressed by the bank which was not anxious to 
extend credi t. In May 1932, a rneeting v.ras ca lJ ed at the Securi ty T rust Com­
pany . Office by Mr. Carl Potter, !:-i r. :Sdward Earri s , and Mr. Julius Wyle re­
presenting the bank and the Rev. Edward T. Meagher representing the Church 
Corporati on of Our Lady of Good Counsel. The bankers wished to place a mort. 
ga g.e on the church p roperty to provide se cu ri ty for the demand loan of the 
Church. The suggestion was rejected by Father Meagher, however, with the 
backing of the Bishop. The proposal was again made and again refused. Final­
ly ' the bank directors agreed to leave the demand loan as it stood with the 
understanding that the financial report of prope rty and building cost would 
be subrn itted yearly to the bank. This was done and on January l, 1951, the 
financial sta.tement for the Chti_rch Corl) oration of Our -Lady of Good Counsel 
had cas h on hand of $ 9,063.90 with n o outsta.nding debts of any description 
agains t the church corp oration. This i s a. good examp le of the generosity of 
Ce.thol ics in meeting their financial obli.ze.t i on s and cou l d be u s ed a s a re­
:p r.oof to b e,nkers who may worry a t t l mes a s t o t he enormi t y of the f inancial 
s tress felt b y chu rch corporations ove r s h ort :pe r i ods of t lme. 
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