


This occasion is one of very special solemnity and of marked importance
in the work of the Church in the diocese of Rochester, and particularly in this sec-
tion of the city. It is the initial act in a new parish life, and we have assembled
in this temporary structure, I say temporary because it is, of course, not the final
church, which has been well planned and well executed, and we have today thanked God
who has begun the work in the new parish which has been dedicated to his honor under
the patronage of our Blessed Mother and under the title of "Our Lady of Good Counsel."

We hope that it is not a mere coincidence that the first act in this
parish would be on the great and glorious feast of the Holy Rosary, which is one of
the feasts of high ritual in the Church, and which we celebrated today.

The work of the Church is expected to be, by the blessing of God, a
work of growth and expansion. We, therefore, look for the extension of the work in
the plan of the Church in the making of new parishes, and in the greater provision
for the people as time goes on.

In our city there has been, as you know, for a number of years a steady
growth, and we can feel thankful to God that paralleling this phenomenal growth of the
people and keeping well paced with it is the growth of the Church in the city, and in
the diocese.

We have felt for some time that in this section of Rochester, which has
been so thickly settled, there was need for more provision for the people. If we have
not accepted this as soon as we have wished to do, we need not say that we were de-
layed in carrying out the plan which we had in mind because of circumstances. It is
all important in the making of a new parish to place the Church and the school, and
the other structures of the parish in that locality, and in that part of the locality,

which will best serve the interests of the people.
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When a city is well settled it is not easy to make one's choice in the
selection of places, but all now has been accomplished, and thank God that on this day,
the feast of our Blessed Mother, the Holy Mass has been celebrated twice in this Church
and the work now is well under way.

The character of the parish has been clearly defined, and the pastor
has been made cognizant of the extent of his parish, and he comes to you with a heart
burning with zeal, filled with a desire to do his duty fervently before God for relig-
ion and for the souls entrusted to his care.

He will meet you Jjust as soon as possible in your homes. He has un-
doubtedly already met a number of you, and he will find on your part, not only a cor-
dial welcome, but he will find a readiness to, not only meet him, but to make him feel
that his burden will be your burden, and that this great family of God's will work sole-
ly for the greater honor and glory ovaod, and that you will be prepared to assist him
in cooperating in all the things which Holy Mother Church calls upon you to do.

This Church is here, and the administration of religiocn will be here
primerily to honor God, praise God, and for the sanctification and salvation of souls.
Secondarily, however, we recognize that in order to acquire property it is necessary
to expend, and in these days, a considerable sum of money. Hence you will be disposed,
and generously disposed, to do your part in striving to meet the obligations which the
new parish will now be called upon to meet.

This is only the initial act in the work of the parish. The next thing,
of course, will be the school, and to bring our children together into that place where
they will receive under the direction and auspices of Holy Mother Church their educa-
tioﬁ and training which will be the constant effort of the pastor.

My dearly beloved, it is a source of comfort and comnsolation to your
pastor and to you that God has enabled us to take another step forward to carry on his
work in this diocese. We are to know that, after all, no matter what the world holds
out to us in her attractions and inducements, there is fundementally something which

claims our thoughts and interest, and to which we should devote ourselves most earnest-
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ly and sincerely. It is our great problem--the salvation of the immortal soul. We

learned this in the first lesson that we were taught in our religious instruction, and
it has been brought on down to us through the years. The Church compromises in no way
with the truth. She holds fast to those documents committed to her on the mountainside
by Christ, the Son of God, end She teaches these truths to her faithful, young and old.

Your Faith is a priceless gift--your Faith is a gift from God, and you
must treasure, protect and guard that treasure and gift by practicing it most faith-
fully and by knowing it better. You must know that the great principle of the Gospel
is to teach us the word of God. It is not a perfunctory act which is performed Sunday
after Sunday, year after year, it is a distinct message of the inspired Word,which the
priest has been duly cormissioned and suthorized to speak in the name of God, read and
spoken to you. Hear the message of that Gospel, and remember these words are the words
of God speaking to those who have been the instruments of the divine revelation in the
world. Your Holy Church, your Holy Faith, nothing in the world is comparable to it for
for you-~nothing can replace it for you. Nothing can bring to you in your private,
domestic and business life what the Church is able to offer you. She calls upon you to
practice virtue, and beceuse it would be pleasing to God to do so. I am saying this
because this modest building, this new structure, will be the place for you to come
where that Faith will be regularly preached to you. Exemplify it in your life, carry
it into your business, be a Catholic=--earnest, sincere and practical; not only when
you kneel in the presence of God in this Church, but when you walk the streets, or in
your homes, or when you meet your fellowman in the affairs of life, not by firmly an-
nouncing your life, but by living the life you are.

Parents, it behooves you, while you may have business and social cares,
they are not equal to the care of your children. Your children are yourselves repro-
duced in flesh and blood, and God will hold you responsible for their guidance and
training., You give them what is called heredity, you furnish them environment, and
there is no one who looms up before the young child so great, so big, so noble as

that childt!'s father and mother in the vision of that young child. Those dreams will

always lead the child in the right direction, then that child will find happiness.
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If, however, the parents fail in their duty toward the child, then, indeed, the child
will be expected to suffer.

We can not hope for any success without God's blessing on our work, and
therefore you and I today place the work of the new parish under God's guidance and
direction. No one assumes of himself-to do a work of this kind, and we have courage
today because of our Blessed Mother who cared for Him in His early days, was with Him
in His sorrows, stood by Him at the foot of the Cross, now with Him in Heaven. She is
our special friend and patron of this parish. I weant the devotion to the Blessed Mother
to be outstanding in this parish=--let it be like a great beacon light which will guide
you toward God.

I want to commend Father Meagher for what he has done so quickly in this
place, and I am delighted to be with him today to give him any encouragement that I may
offer, and to tell him that I know his people will be with him earnestly and fervently.

OH, Blessed Mother, this is your Church--we put ourselves under your
motherly protection. From this hour by your protection, by your intercession,guide us,
help us, that we may carry out the will of our Father who is in Heéven. This is Mary's
home, and we are close to a devoted Mother. May she protect us all now, and especially

at the hour of our death.
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OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNCIL CHURCH

April 25,1971

LITANY OF OUR LADY OF GOOD COUNSEL

Lord, have mercy on us. Christ have mercy on us.
Lord, have mercy on us. Christ hear us.

Christ, graciously hear us.

God, the Father of Heaven, have mercy on us.

God, the Son, Redeemer of the world, have mercy on us.

God, the Holy Ghost, have mercy on us.
Holy Trinity, one God, have mercy on us.
Holy Virgin Mary our Mother,

Beloved Daughter of the Eternal Father,
August Mother of God the Son,

Divine Spouse of the Holy Ghost,

Living Temple of the Holy Trinity,

Seat of Divine Wisdom,

Depository of the Secrets of the Most High,
Virgin most prudent,

In our doubts and perplexities,

In our tribulations and anguish,

In our tribulations and anguish,

In our discouragements,

In perils and temptations,

In all our undertakings,

In all our needs,
Counsel and protect us.

At the hour of death.

By thy Immaculatc Conception,
By thy happy Nativity,

By thy admirable Prescntation,
By thy glorious Annunciation,
By thy charitable Visitation,

By thy divine Maternity,

By thy holy Purification.

By the sorrows and anguish of thy maternal Heart,
By thy precious death,

By thy trumphant Assumption,

Counscl and protect us.

Lamb of God, who takest away the sins of the world,
spare us, O Lord.

Lamb of God, who takest away the sins of the world,
graciously hear us, O Lord.

Lamb of God, who takest away the sins of the world, %
have mercy on us, O Lord.

V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God,
R.  And obtain for us the gift of Good Counsel.

LET US PRAY
Lord Jesus, Author and Dispenser of all good, Who, in becoming incarnate in the womb of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, has communicated to her lights above those of all the heavenly intelligences, grant that in

honoring her under the title of Our Lady of Good Counsel, we may merit always to receive from her

goodness, counsels of wisdom and salvation, which will conduct us to the port of u blessed eternity. Amen.

Most glorious Virgin, chosen by the eternal Counsel to be the Mother of the eternal Word made flesh,

thou who art the treasurer of divine graces and the advocate of sinners, I who am thy unworthy servant

have recourse to thee; be thou pleased to be my guide and counselor in this vale of tears. Obtain for me

through the Most Precious Blood of thy divine Son, the forgiveness of my sins, the salvation of my soul and

the means necessary to obtain it. In like manner obtain for Holy Church victory over her enemies and the

spread of the kingdom of Jesus Christ upon the whole carth. Amen.




OUR MOTHER OF GOOD COUNSEL

The picture of Our Mother of Good Counsel is
familiar to all who frequent the churches of the
Augustinian Friars. With them and their people it
has a place of special honor. The original, the
miraculous picture, has been in the reverent
keeping of the members of the Order of Saint
Augustine for over four hundred years.

Early Beginnings

The church that enshrines the original fresco
of Our Mother of Good Counsel is located in the
small town of Genazzano about thirty (30) miles
southeast of Rome in the diocese of Palestrina.
According to the still current legend, this church
stood unfinished and roofless when, on 25 April
1467 the image of the Madonna was miraculously
transported there from its former home in Scutari,
Albania. Coming to rest precariously on a narrow
stone ledge in the wall inside the church, the
legend continues, the picture has remained in
that position to the present day.

The name, however, is much older than the
picture. “Saint Mary of Good Counsel” was the
name given to a little church or chapel erected in
the fifth century on the ruins of a temple of
Venus in a part of ancient Latium. But time told
on the primitive church. It was almost a ruin in
1356, when the Augustinian Friars were charged
with its care and restoration. The task might have
been hopeless if Mary herself had not come with
her heavenly image. She seemed determined to
vindicate for herself and to perpetuate the favorite
title, “Mother of Good Counsel”

Origin of the Fresco

Careful investigations undertaken between
1957 and 1959 for the purpose of restoration
have revealed something of the true origin of the
fresco. The image of the Madonna — about 12
inches wide and 17 inches high — that the viewer
sees encased in its elaborate glass, metal, and
marble framework, is part of a larger fresco that
once covered a portion of the wall now hidden
by the baroque shrine altar. Art experts consulted
during the restoration suggest that the fresco,
and therefore the Madonna as well, is the work of
the early 15th century artist Gentile da Fabriano.

On the site of the present church once stood a
small chapel within which Gentile painted his
fresco around the time of Martin V (1417-1431).
At some subsequent date, but before 1467, the
fresco, so it is surmised on the-basis of the
evidence, was covered over with plaster, and on
the wall was hung a terra cotta Madonna, which
was known as Our Mother of Good Counsel

The Event

In 1467 the Augustinian Friars undertook to
build a church on the site, enclosing within the
structure the wall on which the then covered
fresco was painted. This work was sponsored by
a widow named Petruccia, who exhausted her
means on the project and was unable to continue
the construction. At that point the image of the
Madonna appeared and was taken to be a token
of divine favor. The unexpected appearance was
perhaps brought about in this way: when the
stone ledge was being inserted into the wall, the
plaster covering cracked and separated from the
wall, revealing the fresco beneath. The image
was immediately hailed as the Madonna of
Paradise, an allusion to its apparently heavenly
origin; but soon it came to be known by the

former title of the shrine, Madonna of Good .

Counsel

The unfinished church was completed soon
after the event of April 1467 and became the
center of continuous pilgrimage. A place was
also built for the Augustinian Friars who to this
day still minister to the spiritual wants of the
thousands that come to venerate the picture of
the Mother of Good Counsel. The story of the
picture spread far and wide; many came to pray
at this shrine. The numerous cures recorded as
having occurred since then have caused the
Madonna to be called miracuolus.

One striking aspect of the fresco, which has
lent a certain credence to the legends surrounding
it, is that the upper portion of the image is
separated from the wall and leans slightly forward.
The fresco, nothing more than a thin layer of
plaster, has survived for centuries in this pre-
carious state, even through the aerial bombard-
ment of Genazzano during World War IL Because
of this condition, the restoration undertaken in
1957 was a delicate task.

A Legend concerning Its Origin

There arose a legend that the picture had come
from Albania, many miles across the Adriatic
Sea. Among the first pilgrims who came to
Genazzano were two men with a very remarkable’
story to tell While praying at a shrine of Our
Lady in the Albanian town of Scutarj, they saw
the picture which they were venerating move
itself from the wall of the church. They followed
it there, where they saw it rise into the air. High
in the sky it was wrapped in a cloud and vanished
from their sight in the direction of the Adriatic
and Italy. They tried to follow the image. They
searched everywhere for it, in all the famous
shrine and churches of Rome and other cities.
Finally they heard of rumors of a new picture at
Genazzano.

They hurried there and at last found the object
of their quest, their own beloved holy picture. At
Scutari it had been loved and revered for many
centuries; then the ardor of the people toward it
cooled.

Petruccia di Nocera

In their very early endeavors the good friars
were ably assisted in their efforts by the gracious
aid of a holy widow, Petruccia di Nocera. From
her husband’s death, this saintly woman, a tertiary
of the Order of Saint Augustine, had devoted
herself to the service of the little church and great
was her distress on witnessing the neglected
condition in which the sanctuary of our Mother
of Good Counsel was permitted to remain. To
restore it was the ambition of her life, and so
strongly was she drawn to the undertaking that
she felt inspired to sacrifice her home and
moderate income to further this cause. While
others might feel daunted, Petruccia never once
faltered in her hopes. She constantly reiterated
the assurance that the work would be completed,
because Almighty God, through the intercession
of Saint Augustine and the Blessed Virgin, would
vouchsafe to crown her feeble efforts with un-
foreseen success.

Petruccia, having lived to see her fondest
hopes abundantly realized, died in 1470, honored
by all. The Augustinians who owed so much to
this good tertiary, laid her body to rest at the feet






