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HISTORY OF THE CHURCH
XK (>r tlic subjects most intcrcstinj; to men 
is num and In’s doings. Tlie wide spread of 
gossi]) sliows this. Tlie present generation 

appears to be without interest in the doings of its an
cestors, but that is oidy apparent. History and 
biogrrtphy will always be read. In this country, we are 
likely to be somewbat lax in kee]iing our records, and in 
eonsequenee, we are without histories of some of our 
communities.

It behooves us. therefore, to ])ut down the stories of 
those who have gone before us and their doings, while 
the records are available or while they and their work 
are still fresh in our minds. Especially at this time, 
when the peo])le of St. Augustine’s parish are moving 
into their heautiful new ehureb, does it seem projier to 
place before our minds the story of our parish, from its 
beginning, wbieb, reckoned by the Might of time, is not 
very far in the past. Uneveidful as that history may 
appear to some, to ns it is of inqiortanee, because it is 
the story of our fathers and ourselves. We have a just 
pride in it, and an interest in it, because it is of »nirselves.

St. Augustine’s parish had its inception in the mind 
of the late Right Reverend Bernard J. MeQuaid. 
Bishop of Rochester, whose A\hole episcopal career was 
marked by a rare foresight regarding the need of a eom- 
munity for a ehureh. The western part of the city of
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Rochester had heen growing at a rapid rate for sainic 
years, the Catholies of that section atteiuhn^j' ht. I at- 
riek’s Cathedral. SS. Peter and Paul’s. Holy Family or 
the Iniinaenlate Coneeiition.

Aeeordingly, in the late snninier ol 1S98. Rishop 
MeQiiaid canvassed the section and aroused interest 
aniono- the Catholies living in the neighhorhood of Chili 
AA’’enne, Avest of St. iMary s Hospital, in the loiination 
of a parish. The minutes of these meetings before the 
ehureh Avas dedieated Avere plaeed in the cornerstone of 
onr neAV ehureh. He Avas given eordial support hy them 
in the matter, and December 0. 1808. the first ehureh Avas 
dedieated. It cost but $1,000. a iilaiii. Avooden, frame 
building, and stood on the site of the present ehureh. Rut 
.S'i.'lO had been jiaid upon it Avhen it AA’as erected, evidence 
of the eonfideneeof the builders that the faitli of the lieo- 
ple Avould soon tiring about the liciuidation of this debt— 
a eonfidenee that Avas not misplaced.

The first mass in the iicav ehureh Avas said liy the 
present Rishop of Rochester, Right RcAX-rend Thomas 
F. Hickey, then rector of the Cathedral. He Avas as
sisted hy priests from the Cathedral.

At that time, there aa’cix* hut 80 families m the parisli. 
The enrollment on the opening of school Avas 28 puiiils. 
Of course, it Avas virtually impossible for such a small 
parish to suiiiiort a resident ])astor. and lor a time mass 
Avas said by jiriests from the Cathedral.

The parish grcAV steadily. hoAvever. kee])ing pace 
Avith the groAvth of the section in AA’hieh it lay. Altei 
eioht years had passed, the iieople had the pleasure of 
receiving a resident inistor. none other than our present 
Avell beloved iiastor, the Rev. .Tohn II. O’Rrieii.

Father O’Rrieii is a native of Oswego, but Avas 
hromdit to Rochester at an early age by his iiarents. He 
made his classical course at St. Andrew’s Preparatory 
Seminary in this city. From there, he Avent to St. Jo- 
.seph’s Provincial Seminary, Troy, AA’here he made his 
philosophical course. On the opening of St. Rernard s 
in .1892, he entered that institution for his theological 
course Avhieh he completed in the prescribed four years.



lie was ordained to tlie holy priesthood by Right Rev
erend Bishop MeQuaid in St. Patrick’s Cathedral, on 
lilay .‘to, 1800. lie served as assistant at Canandaigua 
juid' as chaplain at the State Industrial School, situated 
then on the site of Kdgerton Park, and now at Industp^ 

From the heginning. Father O’Brien labored with 
indefatigable zeal. As soon as he was appointed to the 
parish on August 19, 1006, he saw the need of a larger 
church and school, for the number of people in the par
ish had grown so great that the one mass had long ago 
become inadequate to accommodate those who came on 
Sunday and had been increased to two. He at once set 
alumt the building of a ncAv and larger church. Addi
tional land was purchased, and the ])rescnt Church and 
school building was started shortly after. On December 
2.‘1. 1000. Right Reverend Bishop Hickey laid the cor
nerstone.This church, by the way, was a departure from the 
accepted architecture of first churches in city parishes. 
Prior to this, thev were all plain brick edifices, built with 
the idea in mind’ that the parish would in time grow so 
large that a nenv church would be required, in which 
event, the old church building could be used wholly, as, 
at first, it was partially, as a school. These churches 
were, as we have said, p’lain. But Father O’Brien could 
not see Ihc necessity of building ibem to look like factory 
buildings, so he built a church that was attractive, vhile 
at the same time it was as practical as the plainer kind

The building of the new church proceeded rapidly, 
and on .Tuly 28, 1907, it Avas dedicated. On this occasion, 
the celebrant of the mass Avas the Rev. FdAvard J. 
Hanna, D. U., noAv His (iraee, the Archbishop of San 
k^raneiseo. He AA'as assisted hy the Reverend Crcorge V. 
Burns, as deacon, and the Reverend Daniel F. Quigley, 
as subdcacon. The INIaster of Ceremonies Avas the Rev
erend IVilliam F. Hoggin, D. D. The acolytes Avere 
the Reverends Charles Shay and Raymond Kirk, Avhile 
the censer bearers Avere August Temmerman and John 
Sellinger. The church Avas completely equipped for the
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worship of God when dedicated, even to the stations of 
the cross, which had been donated just before the dedi
cation.

On June 28, 1907, the first class was graduated from 
the school. A picture of the first scholars is shown in the 
forepart of the hook. It is treasured by one of the former 
meinhers of the school.

Father O’lirien labored alone for a nuinher of years, 
when the growth of the parish brought the need of an 
assistant. Accordingly, the Reverend Joseph Curtin 
was appointed. In June, 1919, he was succeeded by the 
Reverend Daniel O’Rourke. Father O’Rourke labored 
in the parish for about four years. He is renieinhered by 
many in the parish for his genial good nature and his 
priestly zeal. He was succeeded by RcA’erend Charles 
Shay, who remained for some time. Then Rishop Hickey 
appointed our present assistant, the Reverend I’l(hvard 
INI. Lyons.

Father I^yons prei)ared for the priesthood at St. An
drew’s I’reparatory Seminary and at St. Rernard’s Sem
inary. He was ordained to the priesthood by the Right 
Reverend Rishop Hickey in June, 1922, and was as
signed to our ])arish a short time later. He has been a 
tremendous worker, tireless in his devotitm to the peo- 
l)le. He is an especial favorite with the young people 
and spurs them on in their work for the parish by urg
ing them to make each party, festival or other affair 
better than the one before.

During all these years the jiarish had grown steadily, 
and with it the attendance in the school. Father O’Brien 
was compelled finally to purchase a house on Hobart 
Street in the rear of the ehureh building and convert it 
into a convent for the sisters teaching in the school.

Tl’he devotion oC Father O’Brien to his work did not 
merely i^revent the parish from standing still—it kept 
it growing. He foresaw long since the need for a larger 
church, long before it was apparent to most of our par
ishioners. lie therefore soon purchased the lot at Chili 
Avenue and Lozier Street and the one in the rear, fac
ing Lozier Street. Later he bought the house and lot
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next to this, at tlie corner, so that there might he room 
enough for a elmreh in keeping witli the size ami im- 
portanee of the ]>arish. It is this that gives ns the mag
nificent site which onr ehnreli jiroperty occupies, about 
one and a half blocks. Probably grounds which no other 
church in the city has, as to si/e and ajipearanee. 
(xrounds in which Father O’Hrien takes great pride.

In 1021, Father O’Jirien began the work of raising a 
building fund for the erection of the new church. Vari
ous means of raising money were used, including a suh- 
scriptif)ii by the ])arishioncrs and ])lays, entertainments 
of various kinds, card parties, festivals and the like, all 
of Avhieh helped the good work along. In 102.‘3, plans for 
the new elmreh were drawn u]) and a])proved. Ground 
Avas broken in the Si)ring of 192.‘3, hut the weather de
layed the laying of tlie eornei'stone Avhen the early part 
of the building Avas ready, and it A\as not until IMay 11, 
1924, that the cornerstone A\’as laid.

This ceremony A\ as performed by the Right Reverend 
Risho]) Hickey. He A\ as assisted by the RcA^erend John 
P. Rrojihy, pastor of St. iMoniea’s Church, and the Rev
erend j. Kmil Gcfell, rector of SS. Peter and Paul’s, 
Avith the Reverend Arthur A. Hughes, pastor of Holy 
Rosary, as master of ceremonies.

On January 1, 1924, Father O’Rrien inaugurated the 
em^elope system. Avherehy cA'cryone A\ould giAx- a .set 
amount on each Sunday, and on the third Sunday of the 
month AA'ould increase this amount to one dollar. This 
.system has jiroA'cn to he a^mw successful so far.

FolloAving the haying of the cornerstone, Ri.shop 
Hickey ])reaehed. In his sermon he reminded his hear
ers that he had said the first mass in the parish, and com
mended them for their dcAaition to their pastor and their 
church. He prai.sed them for pnwiding a beautiful edi
fice in AA’liich .Tesus Christ .should (IaacII and upon A\hose 
altar the holy sacrifice of the IMass Avould he offered. The 
church, he said, Avould he a AA'onderful addition to the 
neighborhood, a building of A\ hieh the Avhole community 
Avould be proud.

Of the many actiAuties of the parish Ave have not
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spoken, lest they detract from the continuity of our nar
rative. But our jiarish is distiiyyuished for its activity.

The most important of these aetivities. of course, out
side the celehration of mass and tlie preaching of the 
gospel, is the education of children. From the beginning 
this has been Father O’Brien’s particular care. He has 
seen the sehool grow and has tried his best to give the 
])arish sehool facilities in keeping with its growth. This 
growth has been so rapid that at times, he was hard put 
to it to take care of all the children who wished to come 
into it. He was compelled to build an addition to the 
sehool in 1011.

From the little school with 2.-1 pupils that we had at 
the beginning of our ])arish life, Ave Ikiax' groA\n to a 
sehool Avith 5o0 pupils. More than 500 children haA^e 
been graduated from it. Some fcAv haA'e become priests, 
more nuns, A\iiile the numher that have become leaders 
in the business and professional life of our city is indeed 
great. During all these years, the sehool has been in 
charge of the Sisters of St. .Joseph, aaIio have labored 
AA’ith the zeal customary Avith the members of their order, 
and AA'e liaA^e a long list of teachers avIio AAill be held in 
grateful rememhranec by those aaIio came under their 
care.

The sucecssfid ]iarish is alAA ays knoAvn by the numher 
and aetiAo'ty of its societies. In this respect. St. Augus
tine’s has reason to he proud. We luiA^e a most flourish
ing Bosary Society, Avhile the membership of the Holy 
Name Society is practically the same as the numher of 
men in the parish. The Ijcague of the Sacred Heart has 
a large membership in the parish, the young Avomen are 
handed in the Young I^adies’ Sodality and the Third 
Order of St, Francis.

For a number of years the young people of the parish 
haA^e given a play each year Avith great artistic and finan
cial success. Our Rosary supper each year is an event 
not confined to the Rosary Society, Avhich is in charge 
of the affair, but has become a parish institution.

It is to be noted that there aa^II be present at the dedi
cation of our church some of those aa Iio took part in the 
organization of the parish.
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OUR NEW PLANT

STAUB & SON, Inc.
We Clean and Dye Everything in W^earing A])parel and Furnishings 

Hugs, Curtains, Drajieries, Etc*.

Plant: 951 Main St. East Branch Office; 82 East Avenue

Fred H. Lintz
Cigars, Pipes and 

Smokers’ 
Supplies

326 Main St. East
ALSU

The Humidor

3 Clinton Ave. South

We Specialize in

Ladies’ and Children’s 
Hair Bobbing

CAMERON’S
BARBER SHOP

(01*1*. Nnw cnuuciij
Have the cliildrcii .stop in after .scliool 

to liave tlieir work done

O. H. HALL
Contractor and Builder

ALBERTA S'JTIEET

Phone Genesee

Buildin$r Houses and Jobbing in the 
neighborliood for twenty years



LEON J. HOUCK
LADIES’ and GENTS’ 

EURNISHINGS

aO'j AVENUE

Directly Opposite New Cluireh

White Wire Works Co.
79-83 EXCHANGE STREET 

ROCHESTER, N. Y.

MATHEWS & BOUCHER
liuilders’ Fine Hardware 

Meclianics’ and Contraetors’ Tools

Superior Warranted Cutlery, Comprising 
Pocket Knives, Razors, Shears, Carvers, 

Table Knives, Etc.

BERNARD O’REILLY’S 

SONS
UNDERTAKERS

Ksiahlished 185/^

1G3 STATE STREET Main 164

20 EXCHANGE STREET


