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The best we have come up with on the subject of the "Signs of the Zodiac" on the portals of
St. Monica's Church, is on the attached. The first reaction, from most of the people that I
thought would have the answer, was to say "I don't have the foggiest idea".

After a little prodding, some thoughts developed and I have recapped these but it will
probably be a work in progress, if you were to pursue it further.

December 3, 2001

Dear Rich, \

Let me know if some other thoughts should surface.

Regards,



We are looking at an example of a tympanum, described as a "space between the lintel
at the top of a doorway and the arch shape above it. Characteristic of Norman and Gothic
building; the remaining examples of contain a sculpture in relief' which is the case with
the main entrance to St. Monica's

We have the 12 signs of the Zodiac in the arch shape representing the heavens, the
universe, or in Hebrew cosmos, the "dome" or "vault" of the sky.

In the center is our risen Lord Jesus Christ with extended arms reminiscent of his
ascension into heaven and worshipped by two angels in a kneeling position of adoration.

It appears that we have a biblical version of the icon of Pant ocr at or in Byzantine art.

Why at St. Monica's church? St. Monica (feast day-May 4) was very much concerned
with the pre-converted Augustine, her most famous son, who was into Manichaeism that
believed in the existence of good and evil and would link its beliefs with astrology, the
forerunner of our modern astronomy.
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