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Dear Friends;

Peace to you.

There is much happening here at St. Monica Parish community and often it is “under 
radar.” Today, I’d like to use this letter to share with you and put one group “on the 
radar.” A little background is in order.
The recent issue (September 21, 2007) of the National Catholic Reporter, quoting the 
London Tablet said the following: “Dutch Dominicans have issued a radical 
recommendation that lay ministers chosen by their congregations should be allowed to 
celebrate the Eucharist if no ordained priests are available... .(and advocate) dropping a 
priest-centered model of the Mass in favor of one built around a community sharing 
bread and wine in prayer.” I am sure the Dominican friars will get in trouble for then- 
statements, but they are making two important points. (1) The dwindling number of 
priests is putting to question the roles of priest and lay people in the community and (2) 
all of us, by the sacrament of Baptism are called to be Priestly People.

Past Bishop of Rochester, Fulton Sheen made that very point when he described the 
work of the Legion of Mary as an “out” ministry. The “in” ministry of the church 
happens in the Church the rectory and the school. It is the duty of the Legion, Bishop 
Sheen told them in his address to the annual Council of Officers Meeting, “ .. .to do the 
same sort of thing as Our Blessed Lord did—^walking up and down alleys.”
The Legion of Mary was founded in Ireland in 1921 and is now a world wide movement. 
We have been fortunate to have the Legion here in the 19*** Ward for 63 years and they 
continue to go strong. As a spiritual force, they not only do the work of Jesus (the 
“apostolate,” or their “priestly” ministry. Bishop Sheen would call it), they also come 
together regularly for times of meeting and prayer. In this, they wonderfully reflect the 
life of the earliest church; the believers coming together in community for prayer and 
support and then going out to the entire world to tell the Good News.
These Legionaries are engaged in visiting hospitals, nursing homes, shut-ins and anyone 

in need of support. They are supported by Auxiliary members who, while unable to do 
any visiting, pray for the work of the Legion of Mary. With their particular devotion to 
Mary as the Mother of God and the Mother of the Church, their lives truly reflect the life 
and role of Mary as the first person to give us the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. Please 
consider joining in this wonderful community of faith here at St. Monica parish. The 
names of the leaders will be printed on the cover of the bulletin. Please contact them for 
further information.
To all who read these words; Peace.

September 22 and 23, 2007



oct. ioo7

Lay Participation and 
the Work of the People: 

A St. Monica Retreat

S#

Presentation by 
David A. Stosur, 
M.A., Ph.D., 
University of 
Notre Dame

^ , *

“■ V f



St.Bernard’s
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY AND MINISTRY

Lay Participation and 
the Work of the People. 
A St. Monica Retreat

October 19 & 20th, 2007
St. Bernard’s School of Theology & Ministry

<*imt » 
Cm**

t SA~J*» 

CH/«AAttOV* jeo> Th»Aii4k.

r»MTX.Ik.t.«

pLtt*^



4^



Liturgy, Hospitality and Justice
Liturgical Participation for the Life of the World

Highlights ft om David Stosur s presentation and Questions for Discussion/Reflection

O^psemary Haughton's understanding of ritual as ^‘formation for transformation”:

The sphere of ritual, or religious observance,... frames the sacred...
...Christian language is both formative and transformative, it describes secular concerns and 

focuses all of them on the sacred as their meaning and justification. And the point at which it 
explicitly changes the one into the other is a ritual one... Transformation can and usually does 
occur accidentally, in all sorts of odd ways. But if a whole community is dedicated to 
transformation it can t leave the occurrence to chance. The whole community is, in principle, 
involved, and therefore must create deliberately the encounter which is at least potentially 
transforming.

- from The Transformation of Man

Haughton implies that the world is already “graced,” permeated with God’s life:

a) Is this your presupposition as you participate in liturgy? Is it operative among others 
in the assembly and ministers of worship? (How do we know?)

b) How does Haughton understand the necessity of worship/liturgy if the world is 
already graced, if transformation is offered to persons outside of the sacraments? 
What are the implications of this for the participation of all in the liturgy? Does this 
affect your understanding of the “Sunday obligation”?

2) Recall these lines from Antoine de Saint Exuperv’s The Tittle Prince:

“...What does that mean—‘tame’?”
“It is an act too often neglected,” said the fox. “It means to establish ties.”

“You sit a little closer to me every day.”

“The gram, which is also golden, will bring me back the thought of you. And I shall love to 
listen to the wind in the wheat...”

“... One must observe the proper rites... ”

“...It is only with the heart that one can see rightly; what is essential is invisible to the eye.”

. ..You become responsible, forever, for what you have tamed. You are responsible for 
your rose...”
“I am responsible for my rose,” the little prince repeated, so that he would be sure to 
remember.

Do the ideas expressed in these lines help you to see more deeply into the meaning of 
liturgy.^ Reflect on how they illumine the following liturgical principles from Vatican II;

a) the twofold purpose of the liturgy - human sanctification & divine glorification;
b) Eucharist as source and summit of the Church's life;
c) the manifold presence of Christ in the liturgy;
d) full, conscious, active participation of all the baptized.



3^ The Structure of the Eucharist as a Pattern for Living (“For the Life of the World")

a) Recalling this diagram from the presentation, how do you see your participation in the 
Mass helping to transform you (personally)/us (the community) into being the Body 
of Christ for the life of the world?

b) How does this participation help us not only to "Pray as if everything depends on 
God, and act as if everything depends on you,” but in fact to “Pray in remembrance 
that everything depends on God's love, fully revealed in the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, and act out of this deep remembrance”?

c) How does this “Eucharistic” structure help to form us in genuine hospitality? (Recall 
Rosemary Haughton’s words from Images for Change: “If hospitality is about 
making it possible for people to meet, to share food, to talk, to look at each other, 
then it is about the crossing of thresholds with all that that implips...”)
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