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Dear Friends:
Are you ready for summer? Has the warmer weather been refreshing you in body and in
spirit? It feels good to be going sock-less now and I like the lighter clothing of summer.
It no longer takes 10 minutes to'bundle up' every time I go outside. Maccabee and
Jezebel both enjoy spending time sniffmg and tasting the greens and are no longer in a
hurry to"do their business'and get back into the house.
Here at St. Monica's we begin the summer by preparing to be Pilgrim People. The long
planning for our church restoration is fmally coming to fruition. Injust a few weeks we
will be closing the church to allow the work crews uninterrupted access to the building.
While they are doing the restoring of the building, the Church (that is the People of God)
will be on the move. We will worship on Saturday evenings at Aenon Baptist Church
and Sunday mornings at the new Staybridge Inn. As we take to the streets (Genesee St.,
that is) we continue our Vision and Mission as the'New'St, Monica Parish. It may appear
that we are'uprootedybut in fact we remain rooted and growing in the Spirit. Very
much like the Chosen People in the Exodus story, this pilgrimage promises to help us to
grow even more in our identity as the chosen people of God in the New St. Monica
parish. We are challenged to hold on to hope, love, community as we dare to live the
life of Jesus Christ in new and exciting ways.
Let me note here briefly some of the upcoming moments in the life of our community.
• Saturday, July II: St. Monica Music Fest (in the parking lot), 5-8PM
• Saturday, July 25: Soup Supper at Aenon Baptist Church (after Mass)
• Saturday, August 8: St. Monica Night at the Red Wings (starting at 7PM)
• Sunday, August 16: Parish Picnic at Genesee Valley Park, Noon-4PM
• Saturday, August 29: Outdoor Mass at St. Monica Parking Lot.
This list is by no means exhaustive. For more details and discussion, please plan to join
us at the next parish meeting, next weekend, after mass on June 27 and 28.
Happy Summer!
Much love,

Fr. Ray Fleming
20-21 June, 2009
PS Don't forget to check out the Farmers Market each Tuesday 4-8 PM.
PSS Please note the Music Survey Report on the back of this page.

Results of Parish Music Survey
During our Ministry fair, a survey was available for parishioner input. With the upcoming church
renovations, it was an opportune time to inquire about the direction of music ministry, as well as
the use of technology and space in the new church. There were 130 surveys returned, and the
feedback has initiated discussion, pianning and action steps among our facilitation team and
music group members.
Results:
•
Over
•
68%
•
88%
•
62%

75% feel music is extremely important in liturgy
are satisfied with the Gather Hymnal
feel the song sheets are helpful
are satisfied with the variety of music

The survey revealed the likes of all types of liturgical music. The most popular preferences were
Contemporary, Gospel, Traditional Catholic and Folk. It was interesting to see that 33% prefer
Traditional Catholic styles, 33% prefer Contemporary, and 28% enjoy both. The balance either
did not answer the question, or favored a combination of other choices. Parishioners were also
given a list of instruments to select for liturgical settings. Approximately 70% responded by
choosing all the listed instruments, three surveys selected organ only, while fifty selected a
variety of acoustic instruments.
In the comment section of the survey, many people gave feedback. Immediate steps have been
taken to respond to the following:
•
No music playing during the consecration
•
The expansion of repertoire to include a more culturally broad-based selection of music to
include: traditional African, Caribbean, Portuguese, Hispanic and Gospel
•
The radio interference
•
Obtaining a reprint license for Sunday song sheets that would enable a more wide range of
variety of music to be reprinted for congregational use.
In the comment section, it is evident that the issue of music in worship is a very personal
preference. Many expressed the love for Latin texts, while others wanted more Gospel. Some
wanted less 'dirge' and more upbeat rhythms, while others wanted less 'rock' style. Our variety in
tastes makes us an interesting crew at St. Monica. Thank you to all who participated. Your
opinions are valued and we hope to continue servinq God and you through music ministry .
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Dear Friends:
This is our final week in the "old" St. Monica Church. Next Saturday and Sunday (July
25 & 26) we will experience our first weekend of the "exodus" journey to a renewed St.
Monica Church. Yes, we are ready, finally, to begin the renovations to our church
building! This is a powerful moment in our existence as a faith community. And it is a
challenging moment. We believe that we have grown as afaith community and are quite
ready for the-next steps.
This past week the folks involved in the renovation process (the Building Committee, the
Finance Committee and the Facilitation Team as well as several members of the staff)
met with Fr. Joseph A. Hart, the Vicar General for the Diocese of Rochester. Fr. Hart
praised our efforts to date and then outlined the method to the diocese's madness, which
turned out not to be madness at all, but a very careful, cautious formula for determining
the amount of monies spent on buildings. This formula is well thought out and has been
developed not only at the local level here in the Rochester diocese, but also with input
from the US Bishops' conference and from the directives of the Vatican. In addiation to
monies available, the average "plate collection" of the parish community must be figured
into the budget. I am guessing that this is more information than many of you want, but it
is important to be clear where we all stand. We have a renovation process that will
ultimately cost about $1.4 million. We will begin with spending about $1 million. The
rest will be postponed to the next phase. AND to be clear, we will begin planning the
next phase as soon as possible.
This Tuesday there will be a meeting with the architect, Sean Moran, from LaBella and
the general contractor, Chris Pilato to finalize the plans and to draw up a timetable.
There is much to do and many, many individual "sub-contractors" who will be working
here on St. Monica's grounds. You will be kept informed.
For now, we must plan and prepare for the move to Aenon Baptist Church (on Saturday
evening) and the Staybridge Inn (Sunday). Even this is not a simple step. For example,
next Saturday, our first day at Aenon, our Mass will begin at 5 PM (and not 4 PM, due to
a wedding scheduled at Aenon) and this Mass will be followed immediately by our
traditional end of the month Soup Supper. I hope many of you will take the opportunity
to attend this inaugural liturgy next Saturday lit Aenon. Our sojourn at The Staybridge
Inn will begin next Sunday. There should be ample parking in the lot and plenty of
directions on how to get to the Mass Room. Both locations are fully accessible! If you
have any questions, please c1l11the rectory for the latest information and schedule. There
will be a follow up letter next weekend. Until then:
Peace,

fr.

~<

Q.

Fr. Raym~nd
Fleming
July 18 & 19,2009_
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Dear Friends:
Welcome to St. Monica Faith Community in transition/transformation.
We have moved
out of St. Monica Church and this weekend begins our sojourn at Aenon Baptist Church
on Saturday and at Staybridge Inn on Sunday. Many thanks to these two, for their
gracious hospitality.
On Friday, Sean Moran, the architect from LaBella, received the necessary building
permits and delivered them to the general contractor at JCPilato. "This is cause for
celebration! We are underway." Sean told us. We will indeed rejoice and celebrate.
And in the meantime, there is much to be done. We are still emptying out the church and
moving many things to storage. Beginning Tuesday, the daily mass will be in the rectory
dining room, and that must be set up quickly. Also by Tuesday the workers should begin
to arrive at the campus. Whew! So much is happening.
In response to all the details that are before us, I have asked John DeMott to serve as the
Clerk of the Works for the actual building renovation phase. The best definition of
Clerk of the Works I have found on the internet comes from the State of New Hampshire
Department of Education: "the clerk serves as the owner's on-site representative on a day
to day basis." We, the members ofSt. Monica Faith Community, are the owners of this
exciting venture of growth and transformation.
As Pastor, I often sign on the line
marked "Owner," but my signature is clearly also one of representation of the whole
community. John will then represent all of us on a consistent day to day basis. I could
think of no one better to ask to fulfill this role, given John's knowledge of the project to
date, the finances of the community and the nature of the community itself. Please join
me in thanking John DeMott for accepting this role.
Finally, let me share with you that I will be away for the next two weekends. On
Thursday, July 30, I must have surgery at the Strong Hospital to repair my "deviated
septum." I have been ordered to "keep off my feet" for two weeks following this surgery
in order to insure proper healing. The weekend mass will be covered and, God willing, I
willretum on the weekend of August 15 & 16, just in time to participate in Camp Faith,
our wonderful Vacation Bible School (August 17-21) here at St. Monica.
May this truly be our best summer ever, as individuals
To all who ready these words:
Peace,

~.~
Fr. Ray Fleming
July 25 and 26, 2009

and as a faith community.
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We dare to live the life of Jesus Christ, transforming discouragement
into hope, fear into love, isolation into community.

The New St. Monica Parish is alive with the Spirit of God as
we journey to temporary worship sites
while our building is renovated.
Beginning the weekend of July 25/26
Our 4pm Mass on Saturdays
will be held at
Aenon Baptist Church
175 Genesee Street
Rochester, New York 14611

Please note: Saturday Mass will be held
at 5pm at Aenon on thefol/owing dates:

July 25, 2009
Aug. 22, 2009

Sept. 5, 2009
Sept. 12,2009

We will have an outdoor Mass on August
29 at 4pm at St. Monica Church.

Our Sunday Masses - 9am, St. Monica Parish;
uam, Emmanuel Church of the Deaf - will be held at
Staybridge Inn
1000 Genesee Street
Rochester, New York 14611

The New
St. Monica
Parish
831 Genesee Street
Rochester, NY
Parish Office:
34 Monica Street
Rochester, NY 14619
585-235-3340
Father Ray Fleming,
Pastor

Mary Ellen Fischer,
Pastoral Minister
ext. 119
Roxie Sinkler,

Parish Growth
Coordinator
ext. 117

Mr John Curran
112 Gregory Hill Road
Rochester, NY 14620

