PARISHES
IN
.,ROUBLE
DIMINISHING WHITE
CATHOLIC
CONGREGATIONS
IN CHANGING
NEIGHBORHOODS
BY RON ROBITAILLE
PHOTOS By JIM LARAGY
Racial problems have made it tough
for brotherly love and other basic
Christian tenets to survive in at least
one Catholic parish on the West side
of Rochester.
"Until I came to St. Monica's, I
never knew anything but love from
my parishioners," said Father Edward
.A. Zimmer. Now the parish buildings
on Genesee Street are done in ghetto
architecture wood and cement
where glass was once feasible.
About 10 years ago St. Monica's
began disintegrating as blacks migrated into the nieghborhood. Black
assertiveness and white resentment,
fear and hatred on both sides, overrode almost any vestige of Christianity.
And then one morning Father Zimmer's life was threatened by an
armed man who broke into the rectory.
Claiming to have a gun, the parishioner said he could no longer tolerate the cursing of black youths as
they played on the church basketball
courts next door to his home.
Zimmer, who had put the basketball courts up in the church parking
lot, finally calmed down his attacker.
But the confrontation was only an
outward symbol of even deeper problems St. Monica is facing - problems
other Rochester parishes may yet
have to face.
St. Augustine's, on Chili Avenue, appears to be where St. Monicas was 10
years ago.
Ron Robitaille is a newscaster for television
station. WHEe in Rochester and a member of
St. Augustine's parish.
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Chronologically the parishes are
twins, celebrating their diamond jubilees this year. Yet St. Monica's congregation has diminished and its extensive physical plant is worn, weathered and expensive to maintain. St.
Augustine's is just beginning to lose
membership and its plant is becoming
a serious financial burden.
Change pushes ahead even faster in
the 1970sand it may be impossible to
predict where either church will be in
another 25 years.
Both parishes are, however, firmly
rooted in Rochester's past. In the last
decade of the nineteenth century Bernard J. McQuaid, the first Bishop of
Rochester, looked to what was then
the western reaches of the city and
decided two new parishes were
needed. Now, after 75 years, St. Monica's and St. Augustine's provide a .reasonable chronicle of the development
of the southwest quadrant of the city
- rapid growth and prosperity followed by urban pressures of the
1960sand 70s.
Father John P. Brophy was 31-years
old and just three years out of the
seminary when he pedaled his bicycle
down Genesee Street in 1898to establish his first parish. He purchased a
tract from St. Bernard's Seminary and
built a two-story brick building with
four classrooms on the ground floor.
The first St. Monica's Church opened
on the second floor.
In 1899, the school opened to 67
pupils. Father Brophy remained as
pastor until his death in 1939, shepherding the parish through major
Continued

Fathers Ronald Stacy and
Edward Zimmer in photo at
left face a tough 'new ministry'
in St. Monica's parish: Above,
the fathers talk with Eva Vogel
of 89 Monica St. She was a
member of St. Augustine's when
it began 75 years ago and after
moving in 1941 became a
member of St. Monica's.
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building projects - a new church,
school, convent and parish hall,
St. Augustine's began in 1898 as a
mission chapel founded by Father
Thomas F. Hickey, who later became
the second Bishop of Rochester. A
school was established that year with
20 pupils in four grades.
Now both parishes must have a renewed sense of starting anew. Instead
of Catholics moving into new areas of
the city, they are fleeing into suburbia, to be replaced by blacks. And, for
the most part, blacks are not Catholic.
And Catholics are not black. Yet both
parishes are banking on what they
call the "new ministry" to pull them
through the next quarter century:
Father Zimmer isn't much different
from other clergymen who have
served St. Monica's. His predecessors
in the parish house have been predominantly, but not exclusively, Irish,
and have come, as he did, from St.
Bernard's Seminary. Zimmer is 51
with thinning hair and has just recovered from a coronary. Despite experience in inner-city parishes, in-

cluding Immaculate Conception on
Plymouth Avenue and St. Bridget's on
Hand Street, he was little prepared
for Saint Monica's.
The annual summer festival had
been canceled because of violence
between black' youths and parishioners. The parish did not schedule afterdark activities, and the neighborhood
was the scene of frequent muggmgs.
Zimmer's efforts to accommodate
new black residents found little support or understanding among white
parishioners.

A hastily-circulated parish petition killed a proposed youth center.
Zimmer was effectively frozen out of
a meeting called to discuss the issue.
Fathers Paul M. McCabe and Neil
Miller, new co-pastors of St. Augustine's, haven't yet faced such problems. And despite the apparent parallels of the parishes, they don't anticipate a crises of similar magnitude.
Some 10 years younger than Zimmer,
they seem self assured.
"They'll wake up some morning
wondering what they are doing," Zimmer said. "They'll even wonder why
they ever became priests."

Although McCabe and Miller doubt
their new positions will instill priestly
uncertainty, they are not unmindful
of threats to parish life. They inherited the parish after the sudden death
last Thanksgiving Day of Father Edward Tolster, a 67-year-old pastor
who had guided the church since the
retirement of Monsignor John M.
Duffy, who had been pastor for 23
years.
McCabe and Miller have been the
objects of two petitions at St. Augustine's. The first came when it was
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Father Neil Miller and Paul McCabe, co-pastors of St. Augustine's parish, don't think they'll
run into problems as serious as those faced by St. Monica's.

'They'll even wonder why they became priests'
learned Father Robert Bradler would
not be a member of the two-man team
succeeding Tolster. A last-minute petition to retain Bradler failed, and in
February, Bradler moved out and
Miller and McCabe moved in. Then in
late summer there was another petition. It sought to keep Sister ,Marietta
Hanss from becoming pastoral assistant to work with the parish elderly.
The parish council turned down the
petition, and Sister Marietta - a former assistant to the Mother-General
of the Sisters of Mercy - began September 4.
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St. Augustine's
first building'
75 years ago.
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Marietta Hanss,
the new pastoral
assistant at St.
Augustine's.
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Barbara Moore, St. Monica's new pastoral assistant.
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'Schools are greatest burden'
St. Monica'salready had a nun working as a pastoral assistant, mostly
with senior citizens. Sister Barbara
Moore has also organized some 100
block leaders to contact the parish of-
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fice whenever assistance is needed be-

cause of illness, unemployment, a
troublesome child or whatever. And
McCabe and Miller hope Sister Marietta will be able to perform similar
tasks at Saint Augustine's.
St. Augustine's is ahead of St. Moni-
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ca's in organizing a parish council, as

prescribed by Vatican II - the ecumenical council called by Pope John
XXIll to "open the windows" of the
church. St. Monica's is only now
forming a council, and Zimmer said
that had there been a parish council
when he arrived, it most likely would
have petitioned the Bishop for his recall because of his efforts to integrate
the parish into the black community.
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numbered 1,750- down from a peak
of about 5,000 in the 1950's. In three
years, parish attendance dropped to
about 1,000, but Zimmer thinks the
attrition rate has stabilized. The
school has mirrored parish decline,
dropping from a peak enrollment of
1,300 to a current level of 380. This
year, enrollment is stable in grades
one through eight.
Zimmer and associate Father Ronald
Stacy say their school, which is 25 per
cent black, is the parish's biggest
asset. It is also the most expensive
and difficult to maintain phase of par-

ish life. Stacy says closing the school
in the face of economic problems
could be catastrophic for the parish,
but doesn't believe it would necessarily be tragic. The crux, both priests
agree, is whether or not the parish
has other worthwhile programs.
Last year, St. Monica's sold its 40room convent -

no longer practical

with only five nuns teaching at the
school - to the West Side Medical
Center. The sale boosted parish finances, and more income is realized
by leasing space to Action for a Better Community for a day-care center
and to Monroe Development Services,
a state-operated training center for,
adolescents. The parish also has
opened its gymnasium to' neighborhood youths, and the much-contested,
youth center is now· in operation.
McCabe and MUler hope St. AUgUstine's will also become diversified.
Both agree the school should not be
considered the parish's most valuable
asset or its major concern. They said
a school closing should not end a parish or even lessen its impact on the
community. In that respect, the clerics differ from most parishioners.
As Norman Schulik, a 37-year resident of St. Monica's puts it, "We'd be
in trouble if our school ever closed. I
think that's what holds the parish together."
But talk of either schoolclosing may
be premature. St. Monica's, through a
cash reserve built up with the convent sale, is currently solvent and
does have bingo to help make up the

difference between cost and income
in tbe school.
St. Augustine's School has a stable
enrollment of 530 and has recently
formed a parents' organization

to ob-

tain parental participation in fundraising. The first outgrowth of the
group is bingo.
But what of the parish spirttual life?
At St. Monica's, there is cautious optimism. The parish plant is now
marked by ghetto architecture wood, cement, and plexiglas where
glass once was. Zimmer said the damage was done' by white youths using
the school basement for pot and booze
parties. It took two weeks of nightly
patrols to clear them from the building.
The most important task for either
church is to persuade parishioners to
remain. Father Zimmer favors parish
activity patterned after that of the
Nineteenth Ward Community Association, taking an active role in bettering
all aspects of neighborhood life. He
feels that Sister Barbara Moore's
block leaders are the nucleus of such
a movement.
Zimmer said remaining

parishion-

ers are solid people, dedicated to the
church. Although Zimmer hated to
see the exodus of parishioners to the
suburbs; there were some he was glad

to see leave because of their resistance to the changes he felt were necessary.
In the eyes of Zimmer, McCabe and
Miller, the new ministry is above all
service-oriented. Miller and McCabe

theorize the parish must strenghthen
the family as the primary cell of
society in order to strengthen the
parish. -McCabe subscribes to the
nesting theory of anthropologist Margaret Mead that individuals tend to
create small nests of common interest
and values within larger units of society. The parish, McCabe said,
should provide the basic interest to
further nests.
The St. Augustine co-pastors agree
that fear - of change, of the future,
of the unknowns of the black migration - is the greatest obstacle to
their efforts of creating a new ministry.
They are determined their parishes
will meet whatever is ahead by attempting to provide services.
"Change in this society comes so rapidly, you cannot accurately predict
what the needs, will be three years
from now. So it's foolish to put together expensive, long-term programs
that may be obsolete before they
reach full bloom."
Zimmer looks forward to an as yet
unarticulated coalition between the
two parishes, amounting to a sharing
of facilities, programs, ideas and personnel to break down parochialism.
Miller and McCabewould broaden the
coalition to include all tbe churches
in the neighborhood. They see the
new

ministry

as the

extension

of

Christian brotherhood across the barriers of society, embodying the resources of the entire Christian
community.
~

Father Miller, above,
raps with children from
St. Augustine's school.
Left, Zimmer and
McCabe share coffee at
a weekly meetingfor
area churches.
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The cover
O. J. Simpson gets the cheers
and the applause as the Buffalo
Bills continue their winning
ways. But the man clearing the
holes for Simpson is usually his
friend Reggie McKenzie.He gets
the bruises and Simpson gets the
glory. But that's o.k. with McKenzie-he's happiest when he
takes out his man and the score
goes up six points. Page 11.

Knit knack

terned egg coddlers, steak knife
sets with lucite handles, elegant
woven hot pads in fruit shapes and
colors, vibrantly colored tea kettles, handsome cook's scales in
green, yellow or blue, canister sets
resembling. miniature milk cans,
unique cookie cutters and a wide
array of small gourmet cookbooks.
Pampered Pantry personnel not
only sell, they teach. Gourmet cooking classes are held twice a week in
the upstairs display room, which is
also equipped with stove. "At present we have continental cooking
classes Tuesdays, and French on
Wednesdays, and we're hoping to
add a third series, Chinese cookery
on Thursdays," Mrs. Spelman said.
The Pampered Pantry is open 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. every day but Sunday. Classes, which cost $32 a series, start at 7:30 p.m. Telephone
for enrollment.

Until a year and a half ago, Ethel
Lipsetts worked for a knitting pattern company in New York City,'
where she designed knit suits,
sweaters and novelties, and wrote
step-by-step directions for making
them.
Then she returned to her native
Rochester and now works up her
own knit patterns.
She calls them simulated handknits. Her home workroom holds a
home knitting machine with so
many buttons to push it's more like
a Wurlitzer organ than a sewing
machine. It has special attachments, too, such as a lace-maker.
She sells one-of-a-kindgarments
and has racks in sizes 8, 10 and 12,
but also makes larger sizes on request. All are her own design.
If you visit Miss Lipsetts, take a
look at her three-tone dress sweaters, or her formal length knitted
skirts or her pastel two-piece suits.
One evening skirt has a kelly
green scroll added to wide stripes
in a horizontal black and white. A
skirt and blouse ensemble in navy
has a border trim of red and white.
Call 442-2912to make an appointment.

per serving. "Cooking for Small
Groups" is available at no cost by
writing the Home Economics Department, Monroe County Cooperative Extension, 249Highland Ave.,
Rochester 14620.
You've just been named chairman of a small community supper
or club luncheon, or you're having

all the relatives over for dinner.
Cooking for four is easy. But 25
to 50 guests sounds horrifying.
A booklet prepared by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture can be
of help. "Cooking
for Small
Groups," contains menus, recipes
and preparation steps for feeding
up to 50.

Gourmet Gadgets

"Lost
One of the most terrifying experiences any-person might face is
getting lost in a deep forest with
snow falling and darkness settling in. Men do strange things
when that happens, and they often die. But that's all quite unnecessary, writes Floyd King, if
only the hunter or outdoorsman
will learn to use a topographical
map and a compass. Page 33.
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Just about any accessory the
gourmet cook could want can be
found in the Pampered Pantry,
2094 Five Mile Line Road, Penfield.
.
In this' completely remodeled
building, which owners Margaret
and Joseph Spelman say was built
about 1790,you can get a wooden.
mixing spoon for 30 cents or a
gourmet hostess station for $399.50.
Or a thousand and one items between.
There are cast aluminum French
omelet chef pans from $8 to $30,
carved wood salad bowls in unusual
shapes from $4.75 to $17'.50 or
black enameled trays, some with
matching ice buckets, for about
$15.
You won't want to miss the Pantry's many attractive kitchen paraphernalia: fruit and foilage P\lt-
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Cream puffs for 50
Recipes range from beef pot
roast and oven-fried chicken to jellied vegetable salad and chocolate
cream puffs.
Charts show how to convert the
amount of ingredients to make a
dish for 20 people one time and 30
people the next.
Recipes also give calorie counts

