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THE ERECTI ON OF THE NEW EDI ~; r cE OF .s.s. PETER 1 ... ~.T PAUL PARISH 

The Churc h of s.S.Peter and Paul, l ocated ? t 7 20 West Main Street, 

Roches ter, New York , ia one of the fine st examples of chut•ch archi-

t ecture 1n t his part of the count r y. The larger part ~f the credit for 

t his raust goto the Rev . Dr. J . Emil Gefell, who was pastor at t he time 

of t he erection of the new building and who is still pastor after 38 

year s of fruitf ul labor. 

The original church proper ty was si t uateci a t King a ;·,d Hap l e 

Streets and the parish was founded in 1843 .
1 

Through the following 

year s many improveJ1ents wer e ma de. The mos t important of these took 

place ~n 1905 when the entire church was r e3odeled and red €corated 
2 in bas111can style. Father Gefell beca~e ~astor of the parish in 

October, 1907. 3 As a firther improvement, in Septe11ber of 1909 a.n- hand-

some new mernorial altar was ded1cated by t he Ri3ht Reverend Bishop 

Hickey in _memory of 1ts former pas tor, Re v . Francis Henry Sinclair, 
. 4 

who had ruled over the parish successfully for 42 years. 

At this time, then, the church was mare t han fit for the parish 

needs for many ye .ri rs to come. The city, however, was in a period of 

expans1on and improvement. The Baltimore, Rochester,and Pittsburgh 

Railroad Company . the present Balti illore and Ohio line, wan ted to run 

i ts t r ack s t hrough the property of the parish church . The co inpe.ny 

made overtures to the pastor for t he desired property. Father Gefell, 

ho,,·ever, was not interes ted in selling. Ee co ~„ld not see where t he 

parish would pro f it by t ne s a le. The church was well situated in the 

l . Fe ck , Will iarn F ., _Semi- Cen t ennial His to r y of Ro che s ter, ~ . Y . 
Syr e.cuse , ~! . Y ., lj84 , pp . ..: bl, 448 . 

2 l .?eck , 1r'l i l li e.m F ., Ji istory of Rochester and ::onroe Coun t y , New 
Yori~ . Yč W Yor k .?.nd Chicago, 1908 , pp . _19- 320 . 

3 . ~'. i s to "-· ic al -Pict ori al Edi t i on of the cat hol ic , Journal, !ioche s ter, 
~ . Y ., 1914~ o . 49 . 

4. Ibid ., p . 4'.:f . -



center of the parish. It was now in very good condition and it served 

the purposes of the parish. The company made repeated attempte to 

change the pastor's mind. After some months of negotiations the pastor 
5 was forced to yield to circumstances much aga1nst hia own will. The 

church, school and convent were aold to the company in 1910. The 
6 

buildings were razed after t he ·new church waa ready for uee. 

The property at 720 West Main Street was then purchased and work 

be~an immediately. This propėrty waa situated near the junction of 

Brown Street and Main Street We s t. Tne new church was dedicated on 

June 30,1912. The cost was $100 ,0 :.JO. The contractor was Hiram H. 

Edgerton. Gordon and Madden we r e t he architects . 7 

The church is beautiful in construction. The interior is said to 

bear a resemblance to the venerable churcn of Santa Maria in Traves-

tere, Rome as regards the formation of the pillars and as regards the 
8 fact that .. there ia no break at the transcept. It ia a 2istory struc-

ture of tapestry brick in modern Lombardy style with a square tower 

and three bells. The tower follows t r·e graceful lines of t he Siena 

cathedral. 

Because of lack of funds t h e interior could not be decorated 

according to the plans of Father Gefel l . He .prudently allowed for 

t his and the church was so constucted t :rn.t the decorati ve work could 

be done in later years. This actually took place in 1930-31. The cost 
„ '9 

of this project was appro ximately S50,000 . 

5. ~efell,Rev . J. Emil. Personal Me~oi rs. 

6 . Historical-Pictorial Ldition,on .cit.,1914 , p , 49. 

7. Ibid., p . 49. 

8 . Ibi d. ., u . 49 . 

9 . Ge f el l, l oc. cit. 
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Today the church is unsurpassed as regards beauty and value. It 

is a living tribute to the executive foresightedness of its lovable 

pastor , Rev . Dr. J. Emil Gefell . 
Frank Dinolfo 


