


THE ERECTION OF THE XE%W EDIIICE OF 8.5. PETER +-L PAJL FARISE

The Churca of 8.S.Peter and Paul, located :t 720 West Maln Street,
Rochester, New York, is one of the finest exaamples of chufch archi-
tecture in this part of the count.y. The larger part of the credit for
thls must go to the Rev.Dr. 7. Emil Gefell, who was pastor at the tiame
of the erection of the new building and who is still pastor after 28
years of frultful labor.

Tne original church proberty was situated at King a..d Haple
Streets and the parish was founded in 1843.1 Through the following
years many improve:ients were made. The most lmportant of these took
place in 1905 when the entire churcn was resaodelec and redccorated
in basilican style.2 Father Gefell beca.se pestor of the parish in
October,1907.3 As a firther improvement, in Septeusber of 1905 an hand-
some new memorial altaf was dedlcated by the Rizht Reverend Eishop
Hickey in memory of its former pastor, Rev. Francis Henry Sinclalr,
who had ruled over the parish successfully for 42 years.4

At this time, then, the church was more than fit for the parish
needs for many ye~rs to come. The clty,however, was in a periocd of
expanslion and improvement. The faltimore,Rochester,and Pittsburgh
Rallroad Company. the present Baltiamore and Ohlio line, wanted to run
its tracks through the property of the parish churcn., The couspeny
made overtures to the pastor for tire desired property. Father Gefell,
however, was not interested in selling. He co.ld not see where tne

parish would profit by tie sale. Tne churcn vas well situated in the
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center of the parish., It was now in very good condition and it served
the purposes of the parish. The company made repeated atte »ts to
change the pastor's mind. After some months of negotiations the pastor
was forced to yleld to circumstances much against his own will.5 The
church, school eand convent were sold to the company in 1910. The
buildings were razed after the new church was ready for use.

The property at 720 West Main Street was then purchased and work
began immediately. This property was situated near the junction of
Brown Street and Main Street West. Tne new church was dedicated on
June 20,1912. The cost was $100,0.0. The contractor was Hiram H.
Edgerton. Gordon and Madden were tne architects.7

Tne church 1s beautiful in construction. The interlior 1s sald to
bear a resemblance to the venerable churcan of Santa Maria in Traves-
tere, Rome as regards the formation of the pillars and as regards the
fact that . there is no brsak at the transcept.8 It 18 a 2%story struc-
ture of tapestry brick in modern Lombardy style with a square tower

and three bells. The tower follows tie graceful lines of trie Siena

Cathedral.
Recauge of lack of funds the interior could not be decorated

according to the plans of Father Gefell. 5e prudently allowed for
tiilg and tne church was so constucted toet the decorative work could
be done in later years. This actually took piace 1in 1920-31. The cost
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of this project was approximately *50,CCO0.
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Today the church is unsurpassed as regards beauty and value. It
is a living tribute to the executive foresightedness of its lovable

pestor, Rev. Dr. J. Emil Gefell.
Frank Tinolfo



