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-r. TITLB AND DATE OF ORIGIN OF PARISH 

l . St . Peter 1 s German Catholic Congregation of the City of Rochester, 
0ounty of' Monroe and State o:f New York (1842-1859) . 

2 . 

3 . 

SS . Peter and Paul 1 s Church Corporation (1859 - 1864) . 
Re - incorporated -rn that title under more liberal state law (1864) • 

. ·. '! 

.·• 
L 

Never had mission status~ ( 

-~~1 Was the .. '~· parish established in ei t ;v and the second German one . 
'I'he tįtle "St . Peter l s German Catholic Gongrega t"°ion etc . (l) first 
appeared when newly acquired property at (East} Maple and King Streets 
was de.eded to Bishop Johh Hughes , ordina;ry of' New York;_D.acember 13 , 
1842 . Trustees executing deed were : Sebastian Zeug , John A . Kiefer , 
Xavier Masseth, Joseph Bertel , Joseph F'ogle , Lewis 1Neiss , Thomas Kan-
zler , George Grenzinger , and John Wackerman . • 

Subsequent change of title to SS . Peter and Paul ' s (1859) andre
incorporation (1864) explained in (lV - 18) . 

4 . Establishmen t of' the new St. Peter 1 s parish on the ei ty ' s west side 
resulted from cong regational dissention over the proposal to const;ruct a 
new St . Joseph 1 s Church _in Franklin Street by Father Jo s eph Prost , CSSR 
superior then in charge of' St . Mary ' s ( German ) Church in Ely Street at 
Minerva Place, a short block east of the presen~, South Avenue .on the 
city' s east side. Opposi tion to the Hedemptoris t plan;·w hich included 
turning of' church property over to the order, mounted during the winter 
Of' 1841-1842 . Eleven German Catholics living on the west side , af'ter 
meeting at the home of-- Xavier Masseth , sent Sebastian Zeug to New York 
City where he won permission from Bishop Hughes to erect a . church on the 
west side of' the Genesee River . Permission was granted in writing by 
Bishop Hu ghes on condition that Rev . Simon Saendert , pastor pro- tem or 
the wes t s ide group.I gi ve hi s consent . He obliged an ia t a .-meeting in 
Public School l , February 23 , 1842 , ~resolut4~ , i gn ed by three score 
peti tioners , was adopted unanimously b'inding i;Diie ;.~'I'oup to f'urnish mater
ials towards building a German Catholic , church on the King- Maple Street 
site . A c arnpai gfl opened to raise f'unds f'or t he project, but a s c ons truct 
ion advanced dissention arose be-tvt~a pp. rishonęr group and Father · 
Saenderl , who was unaware that an emis's-ary, had been sent to ge t Bi shop's 
permission to build a church . 

f.1 od '-{o 
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4. ( Cont1nued) 

ll· 

·.1hen t h e corners ton e wtt ~ l &1d 1n the sprlng of 1842, trouble • 'ith their 
pastor l ec t h e ė.i ~H: tmtc·s t o pt"' r f c rm U-1 •• t rite t hems elves. The rift con
t i nueu wti en .i:<'u t hc r '->aencie:Pl wt..s „ u cc c e ded b.f <'.:notr~e !" ;-tedu1:pt~r1st, 1 ~e: v. 
L-en~d 1 et hajer. Con s t ruc t: j vn i;1 cA~ oc i: .p l etE:d. h : _ '· e c l~111ue .1• , 184 ~~ , Q.nd 
t hfl "<.;hu rch o f ~:. t. 1.iet" :c· , t~ tt ii. p o !: tle" wu.s d6d lch t ed .June 2 9 ,1943, under 
t ho firtit pustor, t hc .{t;,v. I vo Lev1z, CFM . 

• ~. t. Y.arJ"'B ( German} Ghu rch i n h ly ~; tr • '.•e t. U>c,c-1-- 4 a bove). 

o-7. ~· t ar of t h d ~.)eėi Chupel c ... t •Jr•;;lI'l( l/l t;v. LH:1c-:.ch , ~~- l 6 ė .i::.d tšemere J..;'rive, was 
·c,,, J lt tl ! t' cu J1 tb~ ef1' cr. . t.:~ , f 7-:..:.;::to.r , · 1t-- v • . ?.:·:H·1d.s l ; enr~· ~· inclair, .L. • .::.: ., 
ufJU C1e u i. c .... t •-·d in t}V,:} t..1 u:1 a( '!"' cf l ~ ~c7, ;; '.: c:·tl :.;- .L't:f.'o:r e blr.: COl:&. th. I t pro
v ice.a , ,oE~;j:;. t'or L-tke::;ic:~e c.J t t -..!, ~t~ r ::: ėuri!!.:, tL ~ ~. L ... ;·i.:„er s e a• o n , s <:s rv i ced 
i- · f ' :.: t b .)· :~H"ie::: t s .fr0; ·, .. ~- . , c-L•·.r :.,ne: Puul ' s, .in (1 s00 n :.-t1't Mr wttrd b y f a o
uJ ty 1:1 ei i:berfi o .f .., t. l-· e ' n:' f'C 1 ~ ·I'f-l t1ol0,. ic t.l l ~ur·, incl ry. Ltttter· continue 
ti u.t ::. e :•v1ce, now on a ;,-e.'-\r- aro:...ind b ,;.fi is ln0:«10ur :-:>, ted s nv e r a l y e a rs ago 
vfr: e!~ e xpansl 0 n o f perr:1unent r<::s i ri e n c y :.:.l on.::i ~. ,d:: t;f:-<.>nt n ec ess i tat (;d mova. 

~~~~~------

111 • C iU:-< Gt1 l";tC:fr,H'l'Y 

b. ( •} 9~1._t:h o_lic Bę J~.nni n ~ 

'Į'he or•i ,~ !. :n til :-:> t „ r·e tr.e•' s co n._~; · t:-: :_·;:1 t t on , corrrpr1 e 1n!.~ ·· few h und rea f a rn-
11 ias, ''""& a.l rnost 1 0-.) r1-ir Ct3nt · ;e ~rnan, ~p-,n,:ud over t he lur2; e exp.un s e ot 
t hc c l t y ' ~i \A-es t a i de ,411ri onv ir'un s .• · o1 :1 •e „ .. n i nc " 1 J ;1 1:>1nt~ rn„uJbt.n• p !'03perod 
1 !l ftir1:·1 n r;, • ,\8 '1 b i c:.. J:l u j OL" i t .Į sno~e l l t~, lc-i l) .1„ n o • . n , ~ll ~h , t h CJ \H:i !'& 

h;.l 1"l!) Y to hc<-a r• ~lermon::; , ~»Hlnt t ur: n.,ur:c '-1·· ~ t1•1 t ~ , '="' Lc . l n t :·- e t !" :.-1~1 t:tve t; on~ue 
by the . i(1f·1r!1.m - bo r n . ;..::c:hrin t; c.r>liats , >•i·.o ;, 'tr:..; L !.: l ni!.; teruo to tr: ~in , <JS well 
;...s b~ s ;.; e00\: ci1.:-!.~ '.'~1!3 t o r :1 . > t~h0 0 ·n. r-: ;)n .1.l. so pi' '..:' •Ct:.e<l to t h~:r1 oc c ti s i on
a l l ;y ...... _.p 1n .i r .:11an . 

'i'h<~ Wt-IV6 ~) f !Je ru;an l mrni-~ r' •tlon to .\O C ))t:,:8t <' I' , U. ~OvO fl r'Op o rtion Of 

i t 1[ t , \0,<1A.n L,;,, r, b olt c, ·•:h1. c i1 st~rt.:c:l •l!'-."hlr!l1 lu/>0 1 fl v e j ė :- 't'B w" t tJ r 
t r· t: ope1ii n 1~ o f t he Lr'it G,tral, !n,"J\.intt' d COL1..-'l l <..t<:• C' ,1bly i n t :-.e 1040 ... : . h e~
c orner•s f t•(; l~• t he .r<' tt t L.::.c·Lund ou~nw;1btH't:! d the .1. r.is h o. ro t he fcw otht.; .r 
e thnio c r oupa i n t he c 1t) 1 8 to t ul ~ b , ~G ~ ~o pulat ion as r~ve ~l~d l n t h e 
lts~b c e :1sus. ·1 , o rer·•„..1r1 L_,,Il~tl !:i „ fJ n t.~ 11 t' ~~ vl'!'c !' 2. ·„ r..• l"t: ·w· l r 1:: publl::-heū :l n tL fJ 
ct t .:1 ·1.1„ lb.-:.t-. • „ iu1;,.· uf , t . 1· et : 1·• ~:. ~Jic· nncr !) .rL·:hon c-, ps ....-(, rkea a t trHa es 
lu11 r ne d ln t h d old C t.) 1J n try .i nd a lbl.r ,:;e k r'Cl;;!nt ~ };;; ~>1' t bem ·.,i~ e re iš.s..rdonara, 
~ho s p;.U.' ;{Ud ttįe iuountią; .ict•rnan i mi:il;r .1t i0n ui't.u:" lb4U d.ne fonnci r eady 
t:m r .... '-\yrnent ln ·cht'.1 t- ·10.-1e r 0 ~ ty ' 1:1 6 XfH„nci 1 n < n LH' ::irH•l e a. hy l t>bV tho1 ci t;y was 
nlr110ti l:. :J ilr r• vunueu e~· v e ~ ;o t u.bl e , flo~i(;I ' <lilO t rooc nui•tit..: rie~ whe n ;.tv(.•0 
uc r•t,s wt:t• t o.evu t~u t o t li r1 lm1tA ~ tr-y tt „ tt i-u .... cLed ~.ti:> pet.K in t h e lb?0 -80a. 
"' ~uvO rlU IO O (; r <>f f L. rm ~na home ownc::!'~ \~ as lncluocd in th~ Cht; r'Ch 1 3 f ound
l nti .. ~0 n ~;r t" t ~h t i on • 

.LL c. · :. ~o~r·~~phic 1;tl 1' ;;;;.r.aic t;..·p c.r a t t er:Ci i rv tt:<·~ t: ~ st 5 -rcte • l " -tr "' c-·t 
C ( ·1.H' C i. l. S n otea . " t h 1'1 _, ... ...., J -'.lll (, .., 
( ~· • - ~ • . , 

1 
CJ:1 e . rg t " err:u-::nen t r ·'.:tstoP , .:.;'atl1e r I vo Levl.J.z C?M 

.J. b--.. .; 'xOJ ln u. SK6 t ch, Ut t 1~·d J;1arch , l b 11b 1 in c• i:;: ~ari ~h !'6C Or C OO~kz 1 

l,•> ' . l 
'I t was on ~cc ount or th ~ il s tunce of t he ola' 1 ~r1 1• rch ( · t , · .., ~• o f .., t. Joseph 

::. · • mliry s J.n t..ly .;; tr \..t:. t), t i·:. 1;; uęs irf;, n n vertn ele.s s, of w~n;y 1·a lthful 



to be present at divine serv1ce on Sundays and holy days, the 1mped1ng 
weather, the long way, especially 1n winter, that the above narned Church 

- of St. Peter was built with the jubilation of the faithful, a few ex
cepted who refused to contribute to the building, and left the Congre
gation and Church. These go to St. Joseph's with no lesa damage than 
scandal that arose by reason of enmity from the secession and discord, 
which have not yet been allayed, but rather have broken out continually 
anew." z~ 

Father Lev1~/rVc;0rded his first baptism April 21, 1843, "Catherine, 
daughter of Josep and Magdalen Kunz, born same day. 11 Sponsors were Seb
astian Zeug (truste ) and his wife, Catherine. Baptism at or soon after 
birth was common in those early days of heavy infant mortality. 

8. (b) 

9. 

J, 

10. 

Construction of the first church, an unpretentious, frame building, 
114 x 129 feet, with basement and gallery and fronting on King Street, 
was started 1n the spring and completed in December of 1842. Celebrant 
of the first Mass in the new church probably was Rev. Benedict Bayer,CSSR, 
who ministered unt11 Father Leviz took over the pastorate in April, 1843 . 

Cost or first church, erected while Rev. Simon Saenderl,CSSR, was 
temporarily in charge, was $3,100. Arch1tects o~ builders (?). 

~~Yi\ • 
Nww, brick church, with gallery, was ected in 1859, 1n pastorate of 

Rev. Joseph Sadler (1859-1865), with Bishop oung of Erie, Pa., off1c1at-
1ng at cornerstone laying June 26, followe y its ded1cat1on August 15, 
an event that ushered in an era of peace and prosperity for the parish. 
Se.ven years later, in the second year of the pastora te of Father Sinclair, 
a church tower was added, for which Bishop Timon blessed two bells 
September 8, 1866. The church was cons1derably enlarged under Father Sin
clair in 1867 and continued in use until razed and replaced by present 
ed1f1ce at 720 Main Street West in pastorate of Father Oefell at a 
cost of $100,000. It wa~ dedicated June 30, 1912. (See lII -10) 

Important Parish H1stor1cal Events 

Describing the dedication of "the Roman Catholic Church of St. Peter, 
the Apostle, for the Oermans, situated to the West of the Oenesee River •.• 
1n honor of the same St. Peter, the Apostle, (on) the feast of SS. Peter 
and Paul, Apostles, A.D., June 29, 1843," Father Leviz notes 1n his 
parish record book sketch: 

"Rev. Bernard O'Re1lly, Pastor of St. Patr1ck's, preached the sermon 
in English; the above named officiating (Franc1scan Father) preached in 
Oerm&n, Rev. (Charles D.) French,OP, Pastor of Greece (Paddy Hill),how
ever, sang the Mass or Dedication. The function began 9 A.M. and was 
terminated after l P.M. And at this ceremony there was present Rev. Mr. 
Noethen or Syracuse." 
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m. QHURCH PROP.t!.R'I'Y ( Cont1nued) -
9. New Church on New S1te (1910-1912) 

Most irnportant event 1n ss . Peter and Paul's history took ~lac f 
e arly in the pastor at e of F'ather refell. The entire parish plant ai 
Maple and King ;.)treets was sold for :!,·l 70 ,000 to the Buffalo, Hoch~ ~ 
t ~r & Fit tsbur~h ~ e ilway Ynd proprrty was acqui : ed in ~aln Stre~t 
West (op po site t'.,d ~~ewood Park) anei adjoining north in Brown :::i treet 
at a total co s t of ., 76,614 . 09 on which the p r esent, beautiful, 
Lombard-rlomanesque Kenaissance g roup of church, rectory, convent a1 
school building s was erected. 

'.1.his h i s toric move involved a total cost of ,,,.270,347 for the 
initial outlay ( , l \:J3 ,'7 ;)3 . 14 for building constructions and the 
-i:-'7o,614 . 09 for si te ). 'l'o meet this t h e parish haė. r e ceived .,150,0 0 ( 
( wi th a btl.lance of ·;1.20 ,000 due on short note) from the B.Ht·Pdy and 
had borrowed .''100 1 000 on notes, as revealed in the pastor' 3 build-
1ng statement of January l, 1913. 

'l'he new site ls 9.bout a h a lf-mil3 southwest of the old on.e and 
a s h ort d.istance frorn the c entury -old, ~i sters ( Dau 6hters) of Char ·; 

. St . ~Jary' s Hosp! tal at Main ::)treet ?lest and Genesee Stre et ( Bulls 
Head). 

'l'he Bct&PHy , v1bi c h began ope rating from Ho c hes t e r 1n 1 8 74 as th ~ 
Rochester ano S t a te Line ita ilroad nnd has s!nce been absorbed by t 1 

Bal timore and Vhl o Jtailroad, was in i ts heyday wh en 1 t of ferecl i ts 
proposal to 1'1ather :1-efell early in l SlO . 'I'he r a ilroad , whose two
track line ran parallel with Maple ~treet, crossing King ..:.itre et 
directly opposite the old church property, said it had need of mor( 
freighthouse ard truckage spaoe. 

The offe r met a ready, favorable response from the pastor, wbc 
saw in the generous bid a g olden o priortu.ni ty to rr.pl ace the h al f 
century-old c hurch, not only with a superior, modern edifice, but 
on a mor.e favorable site. 'l'he sale was soon consummated • 

. By mid-1910, wh ile a rumor sprNtd vilde ly thut a loc ::i. tion in 
~adison ~tree t, not far ~est of t ~e old site , was being co nsldered, 
Father Gefell had decided on the present one and covert negotiatior 
for property purchases were well under way. 

A .f!J'st HR~i P payment of ,, 75,000 was r e ceived by Father GefelJ 
Novembe~~, 1910. hls record of tr~nsacti ons shows the coincl den t 
purchases in t he 1'ollowin,~ week of thc Churles H. Mason reside nce 
and lot at 720 tviain Street lf. est ( rectory si te) for :Jil5, 541. 

Acquired at the same t1ne wer~ three adjoining parcele: tbe F . 
Chambe rla.in r es ldence (transi'o r rncd into a convent), -1.· l l:-. ,0?8 ; L . i'.'. . 
Anthony r~nldence, . l ~ , L06 , tlnti J o seph ~ord&n r~~idence, ~11, 8~?, 1 
a total cos t oi' 4. 52 , 252 . 'l'o tal .fronta.g e wa.s 286 f eet, wi th a depth 
of 1?99 .feet. 
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9. ,. . ~ew Si te (Continue_<_!l 
.V-ith1n ;., 1:ont}: L'.-1 r; ~· ii.f' 1.is (~ Xt• ) rc1(; r; to i-. r own :::>trcc:t for a '~hC• - fo n t 
ciAr th r1it.\·· pUr> ·"·,~:r· c:r · 11r, f·l·\1 ' L • . • . u 1j- ) 11 11y T' r'01'r, 1•tu rnr' . . .• , , „ 1 

ocpJM:.;4'1hi~._."4fs••w__,,a:ilt~zia-fJetdatlk~,„~~ 
rlachel Voi{e propt:rty for " 5 ' :?. 25, a.s well as the Carey property for .. 5 ,1 4 
In July, 1911, were a dded the JJoyle property for :·„4 , 004 and the Nunn 
parcel for ~6,593, bringing the Brown Street acquisittons to a total cos 
of ~23 1 962. 

All these prope rties were r a zed for tbe s choo l site saye one ~~s idenc 
adjoining the school to t he west, which 1 s n ow occupied by t he chu rch 
janitor and his family. ~ ale of wood , p lumbing etc. from the vacat ed 
houaea yielded the pa.rish į-685. 

In the meaJ1time the. firm of c.Tor don and fiiad.c: en, archi t e cts, had been 
engaged to dra w up plans for a new churc~ and school and the remodelin~ 
of the Chamberlain residence f or use as a convent. Firs t payrnent of Zijiid l!!fft 
~1 1 000 was made to the architects Decernber 14,1910. 

~ontract s for t he c hief cons~uction work on the new church a nd 
school went to the ft rm of B ira~\r . Ld ~~erton, la ter elect ed "'. ev~ral ti rr 
mayor of .H oc hest ~ r on t he 1<enub l ican ticket . The 1'..dgerton company on 
Decembel' 9 , l .' 10 r ~~ cei ved f1rf-lt payment of' :L7 1 66l.70 on its total of 
bills that even tua11J rr.our..t('C t o „8 4,79 f1 . 91 wl;en all wor'\r had b ee n com
pleted a year ana a half l a t e r. Mo re t h an a score of subcontructors shar 
in the total c c~· nstruction costs or a.11 bu1ld1ngs , ' ':;19~,733. ?3 • 

.c.xcavation ano ur'e limi nary masonry work on th e new church pro,;r es se 
in 1911 to ,permit t h e l ayin~ of the co rncrs tone ~unday , October l, 1 911, 
8ftll•*„D!.-F'fhe 18~~~~nd 1859 stones;wr~c h were removed from t he old churd 
in Maple Street~~~rcLdd i. n thc nC:v1 ecJiJ.'icc at thėi t ti me . 

The new church, wi t h a s~ating c;:i paei ty of 1,100, whose rnain and si 
altars, a d ozen stu tues, pulpit anei other H.dornments had. been removed 
from t he old edifice, was ready for the dedication and 1n1t1al c elebrHtj 
of lloly Mass wh1ch took place Sund ay, June 50, 1912. 

tileantime CGnst11f.ctlon of t r.c new s c hool in I3rown Street ( No. G81) r 
continued apace a n d '/(,.Jias opened in e arly ::>eptemb e r ,191 2 . At the sarne time 
work on the convent had būen completed for occupancy by the ~isters of 
Notre Dame . · 

} . ~ .- '.Jilli.c:l l"l 'l . j\ OOtlDll , r t 'C :; icl\-"D t Of t,l·ic bd.t'- fr{ y , Vnl. S in Ch rJP, e Of 

the church propc rty rurchas.e :Ln l \:<lu when the popul c. tion of 
r{ochc~;t r.: r · v1a::: ~ - l b , lLJ<J . 

Attorney James M. l!; . 0 1 Grady, prominent a.rea Catholic layman, rep
resented the parish in the property sale deal • 
.&idwin s . Gordon and William. v. Madden were the arch itects for t h e 
ncw c hurch a.nd embocUed in their plane many sugi.restions from Fathe. 
Gefell, who had made a close study of many many~Romanesque ;1ena1-
ssance churches in bis travels throug h Northern Italy. 
Joseph H. Cberl ies of the J ordon and Madden firm drew the plans 
for the new sc hool and rectory , and renovation for the new conven 
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9. CHURCH PROPBRT!' (New Site, Continued) 

ss. Ph'T.b.it Atm PAUL' S CHURCH••HUILDI NG STATEMENT 

JanUarJ l, 1913 

Purchaee of Prop• 
erty for S1te •••• 
'I'otal Gost of 
Construction ot 
Buildinga •••••••• 

AS5.t;TS 

~ Appraisod Value 
ot Hontal rleal 
1:.state and Mort-

~- 27(.), 34 7. ~~3 

gagea Held•••••• ~27,064.14 
Appra1~ed Values 
of Secur1t1ea 
Held•••••••••••• ~ti , 600.00 
Balanoe .iA.le trom 
Ra1lroad s.s per 
Contract Sale... 20,000.00 
B&lanc• 1n Gen-
eral ~ Janu-
ar7 l, 1913..... 211. 20 
Par1ah Debt, Jan-
uar7 l, 1913.... 62.,024.66 

._;.134, 900. vv 

Heceived fran Hail
road {to d ate) •••• 
borrowed on I~otea •• 
Sale of l/aoant 
Houees ė\emoved .rrom 
Pr~m1ses ••••••••••• 
Pa1<1 from Par1Dh 
~eneral 1;unu ••••••• 

LIABILITIES 

~150,000.00 
ioo,000.00 

680.00 

u~ ,662 . 23 
~2'70,347. 23 

Borr owed on Notea •• ~100,000.00 
Mortga ge on Old 
~huroh Property 
a.nd liotes ••••••• • •. 24 1 500.00 
Amount to be Paid to 
Notr(' lJa.me 0rder for 
Old ~onvent••••••••• 101400.00 

$134, 900.00 

*Value ot Parish Property· Not Inoluded in the Above Asseta, 4$ 2'70 1 450. c 

J • h MIL GE1".t.Ll. 1 
f'ETc.H A. Va.Y 
Frank N. Brayer 

Truateea. 

PH. D., :{eotor and 'l'reaaurer. 
JOHN P. SMITH 
Wm. J. HAUS~R 

Au1Utore. 



111. CH UHCH PRuP.C.R'l1Y ( Continued) p. 7 
9 . New Ghurch Decorated (1929) 

Because of t:ie heavy debt incurred by the new Main Street West 
parish p roject of 1910- 1 91 2 f The January l , 1913 , financial st atement 
ei ted an i mpos ing debt of ~1 34 , 900 ), Father Gefell delayed for l? 
years wel l-considered plans to decorate and embellish the church ' s 
interior in ke ep ing with t he perfect Lombard-Romanesque style of the 
building . 

The entire e di fice walls were built with t an , tapestry brick , 
Hed Spanish tile covered the barrel - shaped roof and the spacious 
facade was ornamented with marble and stone inlays . The tower , rising 
145 feet at t he southeast corner and in which three bells removed 
from the old church are hung , is an exact replica of t~e bell tower 
in the Ca thedral at , Luca , Northern Italy . 

En gag ed to carry aut t he pastor ' s extensive plans was Prof . 
Gonippo Raggi , one of the most talented church int e rior deco~ators 
in the U. S . Before coming to this country at t he t u rn of the century 
and establishing his studio at Bast Orange , N. J . , he had won distin
ction in his native Rome and throughout Europe for artistic creation~ 
exhibited in many leading galleries . He died a few years ago at Eas t 
Orange at t he ag e of 84 . 

Professor Ragg i had by then won high recognition for his paint
ing of Our Lady of Vi c tory , popularly known as the Virgin of Lacka
wanna , which adorns the National Shrine and Basilica in that city in 
Eri e Gounty . 

Assisted by h is son .. Luigi and a crew af artisans , Profe ssor 
.da ggi started work at the be gibning of June• 1929 . F'ive months later 
he had tra nsforrned SS . Pet e r and Paul 1 s int°e r ior into full inte gratic 
with its classic style , with a striking blen~ing of ivory, tan , gold 
and blue of varying shades , on walls , ceiling s and arches . Comple 
tion of the project was celebra t ed Sunday , November 10 , with a Pon
tifical Mass , offered by Bishop J·ohn Francis O' Hern . 

F'eaturing the gener a l decorative scheme , painted by Professor 
Raggi , in the sanctuary rear just above the mai n altar , is a mural 
replica of "Las t Supper . 11 It is a modification of the 
ori ginal , wi th Christ standing and holding u p a chalice , instead of 
being seated . 

Above the altar (transferred from the ol d church) p laster 
squares of the dome diminish in size until the apex is reached in a 
sunburst . There are 21 different shade s of blue in the dome , ranging 
from smokey a t t he top to a midnight hue at the bottom. On either 
s ide of the Las t Suppe r painting a re the statues of five saints in 
nic hes . 



s . New Church De c orat ed ( Gontinued) f · 8 

In the main arch way before the sanctuary are five medallions--four 
Bv a ngelists and their symbols copied from Pinturchio , wi th Rafael 1 s 
Christ in the archway 1 s cente r . 

The uni que barre l - shaned ceiling is supported by nine hoops of 
s teel , represe~ting the nine choirs of angels . The ce iling is in gold 
and ivory, with a rches of pale blue , and along t he arches are medal
lions of che rubs--t 20 in all, and all different . Sunlight is admit
ted through Renaiss ance gold glass windows , i mported from England . 

In lunettes over the 6orinthian colurfi . .ris a re represented pro
phets , patriarchs and some Apostles , co p i es of notable paintings in 
Roman g alleries and churches . A life - size crueified Christ is on the 
epistle side of the sanctuary main arch a nd on the g ospel side is a 
marbelized , Romanesqu e puįpit . 

Over a confessional on the epistle s i de of the nave is a mural 
depicting St . Pau~ before Herod Agrippa , which was painted by Prof 
essor Raggi for his master 1 s degree while s tudying in Rome . On the 
other side of t he transept , similarly placed , is a rnural of St . Peter 
being liberated from prison • • Other , smaller paintings represent the 
Resurrection , a_!ld the appara tion of t he Blessed Virgin to St . Ther
es a , over the al t ar of t he Little Flower . Stations of the Cross around 
the wall s are refinished in ivory wi th g old , mosaic background . 

W marble baptismal font was installed 
to replace one which had been brought from the old ch urch. 

Soon after his appo intment as pastor , Father Fox in September , 
1950 , inaugurated a long - rang e p lan of remodeling and r efurbishing the 
entir e parish plant , including renovation of church decorations and 
restora tion of

4
Professor Ragg i 1 s pa intings . At present (June , 196, ) 

he plansµ...to :J~~e the sanctuary d ome wl th co ppe r . ' .~ 

A testimonial to the continual upkeep of t his b eautiful church ~ 
may be noted tha t the edifice , erected in 1 912 at a co st of apuroxim-A 

f 
ately ~~100 , 000 , in 1957 was evaluated by the Industrial Appr~isal 
Company a t t he i n c reased f i gure of ~~l , 350 , 000 l 
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10. Golden Jub1l•e Celebrat1on, Jul1 2, 1893. 

Perhapa the mos t e labora te and nottrnorthy event ever &taged by par1 sh. 
It marked heyday or 4 2-~ear, nrogroasive pastorate ot Father ~1ncla1r and 
waa h1~hl1ght~d by prosence of Arohb1shop M1ohael A. Corr1gan of New York. 
He waa highest-ranking p re late ever to visit sa. P&P'• and waa 1n city aa 
gueat ot B1ahop McQuaid, whoae 25th anniversary aa head ot the Rooheater 
D1ooeae he helped to oelebrate. 

l)ont1t1cal ~iolemn E1gh Mass at 10 " . r: ., with Corrigan celebrR-nt, was 
preoeded by oolortul parade from ep1soopal roo1dence 1n Frank Streot to 
ohuroh. Line or march waa Frank to Brown, west to K1ng and thence two block~ 
to ohuroh at oorner ot Maple Street. 

Arohbishop Corr1Ban, accompan1ed by Bishop Mo 1;:uaid, Mngr. Hippolyte 
OeR•06• and Pather ~1nola1r, rode in oarr1age drawn by four wh1te horses. 
Follow1ng 1t was idn~es ;.~111 tary Band at head of oorps or parlsh rloman 
Catholio Unitormed t.:nion, 1.n charge of Capt. J. P • . Pround and f'lrst L1eut. 
W.H. Braeckel. Members of Younti Men's Catholio Club tormed guard ot honor 
tlanking oarri&K••Among ohuroh sooietiea in line were Knigbts of ss . i;eter 
and Paul and st. Francis Xav1er. 

l>eacona of honor at Mass were Hcv • .i!.dwt-1rd J. Hanna,D.D., ot st. Patrlok ' 
Cathedral a.nd Hev. l' . Aliman of .t-·1 ttsbUrt)h;deucon, ! (&Va Math1as Har6arther; 
eubdeacon, Hev. Georl,,e ..:..ieler of Caledon1a.; mastcr of ceremonieo, t~ons16nor 
DeHe~e. Amon~ priests in s anotuary were 11ev. James F. o• Hara, vioar gen-

·- ·•ral; ttev •. F'ridolin Fasoaler, pastor of St. Michael'a; Hev. Herman !tenker, 
paator ot st. Boniface; H8Va Joseph Boppel, aeeiatant to Sinclair, and Hev. 
Joaeph Grat ot New York C1ty. 

Churoh m1xed ohoir of 34 vo1ces, led by f'r~ncis W. i1ohl ,eang W1 tt' a 
hig.l-ith Mama, 1n honor of .::. t. Francis Xi;: vior, w.tth organ and orohestrs.l 
aooompani111ent. Fred Pohl .waa or6an1st and Ludwlg Schenok,viollnlst, lcd 
orc:h eatra.l•'s.ther W~yrloh,C5 ..... H, paator of ~ t. Joseph' & Church ,prea<h ed 1n 
German, tollowed in l!.ngl1sh by Lishop I~: c ·: ,ue.ld, who roviewed aocompllshments 
ot r~ather ~1nola1r„ l'• ;11--*'·•• ··~ stressing partioularly suoceus of 
paroohial aohool.lmparting of Papal Blessing by Corr1gan concluded ooremony 

In atternoon that day Corrigan, accompanied by MoC~.ua1d and several 
pr1ee.ta, lnspeoted and blesaed new gymnasium hall of YMCC 1n L1 tchfteld 
Street, around oorner from Maple, where htter A. Vay, club ex-prea1dent, 
••loaned 'f'iaitora. 

itocr,estl' r Union and Advert1ser on July l ran a roatu r e article on f1rat 
bO yeara of parish,lllustr1oi ted by three-«> lumn, group pioture of school, 
reotory, ohuroh and convent, together with picturea of tour ot the 12 11fe
a1aed . atatuea ot aainta ~dorning the walla of the ohuroh aud1tor1um. 

:1 
<.;on5recat1on thon (lb9Ą) numbered 3,689„ 1nolud1ng 500 p i:-Jr•ooh1al school 

pup~l~. t(eoords for ".r1rst bulf-oentury showed 7 1 331 baptiame,~408 marria1_,es, 
s.nd.:i,874 bur14:lle • ..Jeven y(1ung men from par1sh had been ordalned pr1ests,9 
had jolned toachlng oraer of Brothers or Mary ( wl> o tautt, t p l:i rish boys • 

·achool from 1064•1887) „ and ~'S9 ė:.1rla had entered .ieli gloua oommun1 tieo, 
a big maJority chooai~ the ss?m. :-·tnancial status or par1ah waa excollent. 



11 l . CQ HURCH PROPlli'l'Y (Continued ) f - /O 

11. Rectories 

1 2 . 

lV. 

13. 

14. 

1 5 . 

1 6 . 

17 . 

First information on a rectory is f'ound in sketch of l<'ather Leviz, 
first pas tor : 11 'I'he quarters for the priest wi thin the Church, basement , 
consisting of two rooms, were arrang ed in 1845 ••• " 

Brick rectory, adjoining church to east in Maple Street , b a ck from 
street affording spacious front yard and convenient acc es s to church 
sacristry , was erected within following de cade (probably early 1850s?) 
and remained in use until King- Maple Street properties were razed and 
removal of parish to Main Street West site in pastorate of Father 
Gefell (1910-1 91 2) . 

Present rectory, of tan, tapestry bri ck and c onf orming with Ren
aissance ar chitectu1i...e of church, was erected at cost of 1•1F'il $ 60 , 000 
and occupied in 192~. Prior to that pastor and assistants lived in a 
rented house across Main Street West from ~re ~enl9~%~tory site(720) . 
( See lV- 18 on opening of new rectory AprrL 2 , 

Other Property 

Church also owns house west of school in Brown Street , occupied 
by janitor and bis family , on property acquired with school site by 
Father Gefell. 

Gnly ot~ty acquired was that at 17 Wentworth Street, 
purchased in Novernber, 1952 , by present pastor , Father Fox , for $4, 743 
and converted to driveway link with spacious , ma c adamized parkin g lot 
between church and school . 

CA'IHOLIC POPULATION 

Parish popul a tion now (1961) numb ers _l:,!.?~l adults and 469 children. 

Percentag e of total population within parish boundaries (?) . 

Ori ginal tot a l population of 842 (1 843 ) increased to 1 , 676 by 
1846 . ttemained almost exclusively , then predominantly, German„ 
(See 111 - 8) until turn of century when mounting influx of Italians 
took place . 

Population is now 80 per cent Italian, many old German families 
l 

having died aut or moved away from parish . Good proportion of remainder 
is Irish . 

T~ere are only three Negro f~lie~, with five children attending 
paro chial school;three Puerto Ri c f amilies, with six in school . 

Ou ts t anding Parishon~rs 

Feter A. Vay (dec .), president of the Lincoln Bank (priar to its mer
ger with Alliance Bank ) , church trustee , head of YMCC , leader in many 
parish a ctivities. 



17 . Outstanding Parishoners (Continued) '°" 11 

John P . Smith (dec), president of John P. Smith Printing Go ., trustee 
and active in parish and civic affairs . 

1''rank Brayer , ( dec) , president of Co- operati ve Foundry Co ., trustee . 

George Staud (de c), postmaster , City of Rodlester (1913),unsuccessful 
c andidate for mayor on Democratic ticke t (1913) . 

Dr . Leo Simpson (dec) , head of surgery , St . Mary ' s Hospital ; a ttained 
nationwide recognition in his profession. 

Fred Odenbach, prominent restaurateur (Hofbrau House), industrialist . 

Prominent Old Families of Parish are represented by donors of seven 
of 11 large, stained- glass windows, transferred from old Maple StreE 
church to new edifice . Inscribed are : Wm. ROSSENBACH FAMILY , FRANK A . 
RUBY F A.1V1IL-.'{ , HENRY N. AND E:W-llvJA A . BRA YER, JOSEPH AND JOSEPHINE 
LOEWENGUTH, CASPAR AND SALOME DAUS , PETER AND CATHERINE SPANG and 
MARY HUBER . Other window donors were : Fathers Sinclair and Gefell, 
pastors; St . Peter ' s Society, and Branch 62 , L. C. B. A, 

Donors of memorial stops , whose names are recorded on casework of 
first organ in present c hur ch (transferred from old church) and re
tained on new organ (installed in 1958) , recall many early families 
prominent in parish activities , Viz.: 

BRAY~ . 
HARGARTHER Fleckenstein 
DENGLER Haungs 
ERTL Pohl 

J~GRUDER Steger 
RAUBEL~ Strassner 

MILLER 
EISIVrANN 
YAWMAN 
ROSSENEACH 
RIEDMAN 

Huck 
Suter 
Nage l 
Zuern 
May 

TINES 

18 . Human Interest Nates 

Belfry Fire Alarm : 'l'rio of anei ent bells in present churc h tower once 
was used to apprise west side residents of fires . Back in 1880s, 
fire alarm box numbers were tolled on a big bell in downtown City 
Hall tower . Henry J . Dengler , master mechanic and member of family 
prominent in parish ' s history , rigged up an electrical apparatus in 
Maple Street rectory, connected with bells in old church tower to 
repeat fire-alarm box numbers relayed from City Hall tower.Devi s e 
was boon to youth of Dutchtown and other wes.t - side areas , who were 
ever on alert to run to scene of a fire . Dengler , who died at 84 a 
decade ago, was active in parish affairs and onetime president of 
the St . Francis Society . 

Early in present century <hurch' s ushers still bore nickname oI' 
"penny collector s . 11 
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lV OllTHOLIC POPULATlCN (Cont1nued) -
18. Troublea with earlY truat••• 

·rrust6e1ein, 1n the form or m1nor1 ty' tnal<X> ntent groupa or laymen 
who 1na1sted on hold1n6 tenu:re of ehurch property,plagued parish 
almoat from 1ts tnception.The squa.bbles were publ 1oized fUlly 1n 
looal and d1stant ei ty secular p r eas through the l850a and were p 1\r
t1oularly b1 t ter in tha t m1d-deoade, sp ::-·ead1ng acandal t hu t oocas• 
1onally re~ohed national acope. They oo1nc1ded w1th th• floodtide of 
Know-Nothlng J>arty, anti-Oatholic b1goti-y. 

Lawsui ts l ti unched by the I3laoka, ae the d1ea1d..,nt trustees dubbe<i 
themselves, were quite common, a s were lndictments for asaault and 
battery. Bi shop Hu cih e s 1tn d Eishop Timon, vih o 1nher1ted thc p ur1sh 
trlbulat1ons from t he f ormer on t aking over the new L. looese of Buf• 
talo in Uotober, 1847, w~re named defendants 1n su1ta and both ordin
ar1ea pa1d apeoial vis1ts to rloohester in etforta to br1ng peace to 
the troubleė pariah. 

OC<}anional brawl11 were at t.ged outs1de, and even in the saol'ed pre
oinotj of the church 1 t s clf. Gno trustee su1 t Wd.8 won in ;,;,up r eme 
Court, but was rev er sed on appettl. "!;evor thelea s ( maloontent) trus
teea mana~ed to hold the1r elect1ons yoa.r after 7ear, H.nd 6lt times not 
w1thout r1ot and v1olenoe." 

c .,n~regat1 unal antipu thy towa rd.s ded ~:mptorist Fathe rs 51mon -~H endor] 
and faened1ot ba;y er, who scrved successively the .fledgling po.rish 
1n the brier pe riod prior to U e appo1ntrnent of a P"rmanent !'1 r a t pne
tor, led b1shop liu ghea to oome here in late 1 942 and "sit in judgment ' 
on the dispute. V1hile censuring t ho di ssent crs ror oAus1ng tro\Ible 111 
the Catholic commun1ty or Hoc1-i oste r, Bishop Hughes s1deci wi th t h e 
major1 ty parlahoners ·•1h en, w1 th only one d1asent1ng vote , they deeded 
the ohuroh property · to hlm. The Blahop acted on a sta tute of the 
Counoll ot Baltimoro (1829) whioh ruleds 

"Whereas lay trustees h ave frequently abused the r1 gb t conorJd ed to 
them by the !::> t a te, to the e;r eat detr1J11en t of rel1 g1on, Hnd soandal to 
the f u.ithtul, we desi re ear nest l y t hat henceforth no oh uroh be erect t 
or oonst·ruoted u nlees the t 1 tle t h oreof • wh enover 1 t oan be done, 
ehall be aasi gned by a written docuMont to t h e b1shop of the diooese, 
1n wh1oh it ia oreated, for the purpose of divine worahip and the 
benetit. ot the fa1thtul.n 

The fir s t p r.1 11tor, the Pranolsoan F'tt.ther Lev1&, soon had d1ff1cult1es 
and in Apr11, lti45, " lel' t 1n dis ,_·,ust over 1mproper treHtment" from h1 s 
truete<~a. r'a ther John !~ Bffelner, v1 car i .~ene ral f or the 11 ci~i t e~ rn New 
York a re a Germane, t hen 1nterpoaed ~. 1 th the cong reg:i tion. Fie reoord 
l!b.owee1. he baptised 1n the church on Ap r•il ~~ 7 und May 4, 1845. 'l'hr out;h 
his ef forta 1-,ath er Levlz retu.rned, but r.emttlned only unt11 e o rly the 
next year, his last baptism 1n St. Peterta be1ng dated May 10, 1846. 

For more tha n three montha the oongre~Htion h ad no pries t of ita 
own and wa s dependent on .(edemptori ~ ts from ~~ t. Jo !!! eph' e until t he 
arrival or ; ev. (Count) Anthony Be r enyi Auguat 24·1 1846.He rt":ma1ned 
paator unt11 1649. 
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Peace seerned firmly eetablished under Father Berenyi.Membership 

rose from 842 to 1 1 676. Many debts were paid, fine veatments were 
purchased and a ~500 organ installed. ::-,_P pleased were the people

11
with 

their pastor they bought him a riding horse, but Father Bereny!, who 
lived like a hermit," refused the gift.This halcyon period waned 
however when a group of "grooery men and saloon keepers" hatched a 
plot to incorporate trusteea. 

After the creation Apr11 23, 1847, of the Diocese of Buffalo, to 
1nolude a11·wNY territory embraced in the diooeses of Buffalo and 
Roohester today,Bishop Hughes, who held the deed " in trust for St. 
Peter' s Congrega.tion," in 1848 executed a ~nveye.noe of all the 
churches that passed into the jurisdlction~he salntly and erudite 
Blshop John Timon,D.D.,who was consecrJ!ated head of the new Buffalo 
aee in New York City Ootober 17,1847. 

3t. Peter•s parishoners, with only five dissenting votes, then fol
lowed suit and conveyed the church property to Bishop T!mon. Affa1rs 
ran amoothly "until a French-German priest, who had created trouble 
in all th~ places in which he had officiated, brought their ( a min-~ 
or1ty• s) minda into a atate of confuaion and conspiracy." MalcontentJ.. 
then atarted an agitation for the legal 1noorporat1on ot St. Peter•s 
Church Sooiety. 

Biahop Timon had decla1•ed himself unopposed to a "fa ir tru s tee 
system,n adding, "I would even bear with a bad one, were it adminis
tered by Catholice in a Catholic spirit •••• Fo!fliany years and in severa· 
of our counclls I have advocatecl the expediency of a truEtee sW'stem 
•hioh Catholics could safely and conscientiously use •••• 11 d 

There was no obli t.~&.tion even in the ei vil law at that time for 
Catholics to 1ncorporate and it is plain that Catholics sinned ln 
mak!ng use of the E_ermis si ve pri vilege gr ri nt ed by the ei vil la.w, if t h1 

did not make their action harmonize with their duty ae Catholice,as 
Archbishop C. bedini points ou1"' in his "Life of Bishop Timon. "(page l ~ 

3t. Peter' s e omparatively few malcontents however stubbornly p·ua
hed their incorporation plans in bitter conflict w1th the then pastor, 
Rev. rtudolph File1n1u's, and the congregation major1 ty supporting him. 
Minority fact1on:N'lected trustees filed incorporation papers for a 
st. Peter' s ~ociety in f1Jonroe County Courthouae July 3, 1851, and then 
served notices on the p astor ond Bishop Timon "to surrender to the 
oorporatiorjhe church edifice and groundo connected therewith."Both 
refused to oomply. 'I'heir majori ty supporters then formed the BishoE • s 
Party to oppose the Trustee Party (Blac·ks). 

--1(' Rev. Francis X. Krautbauer, who succeeded Father Filemius four 
months after the trustees• election, clashed 1mmed1ately with the 
rebels.The feud was marked by continuous 11t1gat1on, sharp recrimin
ations, frequent brawling and occasional physical violence, culmin
ating finally in the paator's res1gnat1on in disgust and despair in l8t 

ffather Krautbauer, ordained in ~~ly a year proviously, 
July 16, 1850, refuaed to be intimidated by a truatee, who "ordered me 
out the first Sunday l was officiating as pastor, in the name of the 
trustees, as they did not want a Jesuit (sic)." As the confl1ct waxed 
bitterly through the mid-century decade a group of truatees at 2 A. M. 
May 13, 1853, prodded the church cornerstone loose with a orowbar 
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so that they were able to reach into the oavity in a vain search for 
a paper that they hoped would aupport the1r claims.The first two days 
of the same year dissident trusteea had tried 11terally to push themsel 
1nto possession of the church. This resulted 1n protra~ted Police Court 
triala and nominal fines ot ~2.50 each for the seven members of the 
Truate• Party 1nvolved. 

On the anniversary of their inoorporation the trustees met and elect • 
in the ohurch-reotory yard. 'l'hree years later they gained entrance to th 
cblrch and held their election there while defying the paetor to eject 
them. D1ss1dent party membership had shrunk cons1derably by then, only 
45 votea be1ng cast on the pretense of electing trustees for a congre
gation numberin~ more than 400 f w:nilies. Among the 45 voters were many 
whom the pastort.did not know up to the date of the election, and who 
probably had not seen the ineide of St. f'eter' s or any other ch urch of 
thia city betore.\!)--

Physical as well a s moral courage was displayed by Father Krautbauer 
He admi t ted "having thrust ou:D wi th my ovm hands two men ( one of t he111 a 
trustee) on two occasions as nobody else offered to do the business; 
but they were drunk and Gave great scandal •••• Nobody has been c riven 
out ~ho went in peaceably with t he intention of worsh1p1ng. And such 
rude fellows, who make t h ems elves possessed or the pewa of helplese 
ladies, deeerve it indeed. 11 Some malcontents eventually went so f1:1.r as 
to organize schismatic worahip of their own, holding servioes in a 
nearby grocery atore, according to the bediviled pastor. 

In 1855, when Know-Nothingism CRme into eufflcient power, 17 ob s t. 
Peter's mavericKs helped t h e enem1es of t h e Cathol1o Church to frame 
"a truly penal ( State) law to force Ca tholics to incorporate under a 
form which mos t Protestants have refUsed. "This was the bigoted Putnam 
Bill which, enacted at Albany in that year,would compel lay ownership 
of all ol:nlrch property and f orb~d a cle r gymar- to hold property in his 
own name.it was a Know-~othing triumph and for some years it suocess
fully blocked tho ef!'orts of N. Y. Cathol1o bishops to put their eccles-
1ast1cal properties ~n a seoure legal basis. 

Finally, on March 10, 1859, male paris~ners met in St. Peter's 
and reorgan1zed the church, changing the name to SS . Peter and Paul's 
and dissolving the St. Peter's 3oc1ety. El ect~d truet eea werer Henry 
He1sel, Matthiaa Marka, \..i eorge Merklinger, Aloysius D. Jess erer, Con
rad Beier, Michael 1:\lorl, John J3r1ngman, Leonnrd Huok, and Matth! a s 
Shustar.un March 14 a certifioate of reorbanization and 1ncorporat 1on 
under the new name was filed in the County Clerk's offioe hy Martin 
Heisel and Joaeph Felix. 

'l'hus the 1ncorporat1on of the former !)t. Peter' e Society was treated 
as null and void from the very beg1nn1ng by the members of ss. Peter 
and Paul's Church Corporation (p r-eeent church title). FeA.r of renewal of 
trustee troubles was removed by bylaws purposely framed to prevent 
the1r recurrenoe by paying du8 regard to the rights of bishop and 
paator, as well as to those of the laity. 

Reaohing the nadir of their prolonged feud, the dw1nd11ng, rump 
group of st. Pet er's oociety, wh ich had won a Supreme Court decision 
in their incorporation fight June 24, 1856, and sUffered a reversal 
by f ailing to appear to ~nswer an appeal motion in the March, 1859} 
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cJeneral Term. 1 filed a certificate ot 1nformat1on May 28, 1859, to inoor• 
- 1orat• a 11ch1amat1o "Chr1st Cathol1e St. Stephen' s Congregation. '' 'l'his 
įasted only a fe• years, as Dishop Timon notes in his diary on a visit to 
.iodl ester November 5, 1B62 J " Meet (ok} r.·ebels of St •. f'etc„r•s; pardon two, 
take otf hx( oolnlllU01ott tion) •••• all preeent I'tjconciled--only two M.baent hold 
out. Deo Gratiae." 

P.S.( "Although the Putna.m Jtot wa.s net atr1ctly entoroed, it remalned on 
the •ttatute booka as a threat unt11 1863, wh en the need tor recru1ts for t h e 
union Ariey OčiUaed its repeal. Uow1ng to necossity, tbe N.Y. :::> . Le tilslatur c t l-1u 
olea.red the way f'or the Catholic Churoh to legul1ze 1 te posi t1on in ee ~:; :...1 rd t 
ita prope1•ty holdings, and from tha t t1me on ther.e was relattvely 11ttle 
troubl• over the quest1on or how Ce.tholic pa ri s hes ln the u.s . should be 
c~overned." ~llia, Ainerican Ca.thol1c1sm, Pae;e 46) 

" •••• In 1864 the church was duly 1ncorporated according to an Act ot t he 
i..eg11lature of thie S t u te, passed {art e r repeu.l of the Putnam A.et) for the 
proper adn11n1str !.,t1on of the d oman Gat ·:olio ch u.rches or the ~tu t e . ~inco t h e 
the temporal adm1nl~t:rt• t1on reste in tt:e hand e or a board of trustees, oon
s1at1ng o!' the Ht. ;tev. Dlahop of tre .:.lic.c e Ae , his V1c:n'-Gcneral,the ·~ f: v. 
r1eotor, appointed by the Eishop, a nd two l a yr1en of the par1sh, nelected and 
a.ppo1nted by the ;(ector." ( Notos, .mloe and He6Ulat1ona of St. F'eter and 
i?aul' a Ghurch,a a pamphlet d1str1buted to congregat1on by l4„ather ~:!. nola.ir 
ln Apr11. 1902) 

---e. (Continued) 

Is1aaater 

h1ght persona were k1lled e.nd abou t 40 1njur ed on the nl ght of J anua.ry 
0, 1669, at a }f"'oast of the. ~pipha.ny musical and soc1al entertnirunent, a.tten
ded by about l, 500 men, wor:iem und ch 1ldren, whcn a oect1on of thr> second 
floor of the thon new,four-atory, vr1ok sohool bu1ld1ng oollapsM:rl'\ t 30~-
pereona toppled down wl th the cr„ .shint': masonry onto t be orowded "oor 
in trag1c pandemonium. 'l'he tnjur~d and d yine were oa rried lnto e adjo1n1ng 
r ectory and ohurch wh1le the ohur-ch bells were rung to summon u.11 avullable 
f1remen, polio• and phyeicians to aid 1n the r~soue work.Last rites were 
adm1n1atered by the aaddened pastor, Father S1nola1r. 

The new aohool, l00x40!ee t 1n area, had been erooted the p ~evious 
..., ummer e.t a oost of -~ l ?. 1 000 to r epluce the .former wooden build!ng, wb io h wa s 
destroyed by r11~e l1eoemb e r 8 1 1867. The oollapse occurred at 9 o'olook whon 
the Featival ot the Three Holy K1ngs wae well under way.B1shop Mo~ua1d, 
intormed early of tho tra~edy, hurried to the ecene, as did pr1ests or the 
otber o1ty p&l"iehea. 

K.1ll•d 1natantly were Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Dunner, parents of fou r 
oh1ldren, or nearby Allen ::.>tre et. 'l'h~ six othe :- dead . 'lh"lre: neor~;o l'opp, r5. 
bartholomay Sperl, Mrs. u&Ortle rte1nok, Kate Lawrenoe, M!i.rgtu•et We1ss. and 
14-7ear-old .i!nma Beers. li-roup funeral servicoe ror elx or t b e v1ot1ma wero 
held 1n the church .i4'r1day morning, January 9, w1 th B1shop McQuaid p:-· s1d1ng 
_t the Requiem Maae. · 
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18. (Oontinued) 

~ llxtraordina.rz AV•nta 

The centena17 of the the coming or Sohool S1stera ot Notre Dau to 
the par1sh 'WtlS obacrved -.1 th a Solomn f ont1f1c,.al High Mass at 10 A. r.< . 
November 10, 1955. Blshop .teearney WtlS celebr a.nt and rtov. nol;.H>rt J. F'ox 
aas1atant prieat, with M.s gr. Jeort e ~T. :; chm1tt and 'Rev. Albert J. 
Geiger deacons of honor. ueacon ot the Masa waa Rev. Walter J. Kohl a...~d 
aubdeacon V 1.>r 3 Hev. 1Jerald J. '.t'helan, CSSR. 

Attending, with pari shonere, former pari~honera and ass1atant pr1ests 
••r• the 1-i i.')ist <'}ra, two l&J (women) teaehera and 075 pup1la or th• 
par1ah aohool • 

The .... chool ~1ste r s of Not r e IJame, who flrst arrived in Roohes t~:i r 1n 
1853 to tuke ohar~e of ~1rls' classes at :...t. Joeeph's 1 took over the 
girls' sdlool at ~ t. Fet e:r'a Cctobar lb,1855, when Siete rs Mary Al• 
phonsa and i:1 :ar~ Cajetana, tlrst prlnolpal, arr1v~d w1th a poe·tulan t, 
lHary Huber,rrom Buf f u.lo. TLey were greoted by the then p11tistor, i-'ath er 
l~autbauer, whose niece, 'l heresa Maura ot Buffalo, was the 1'1rst girl 
to Join the t e 1:~ ohing oroer 1n :loohes t t.~ r as po~tulant. Total ot postu• 
lanta ove1• the tirst hundred yeara reaohed three acore here. 

P. S.-(; r. Ma.y 1 9 1 1956 , a ~~ ole:nn !l1,-5h fiia ;; !:; , oelebrr1 ted by Pather .Pox, 
cczr.me..-nvra tud the dt ~roond jul->1 .l ee or :Sr. ~.~ . hnt;rut1a Lochner, dHughter 
ot the la te f!. r. and ;1irs. J o s eph Looh ner of Eoly :!edeemer Pari sh , who 
enterod the S3ND ordcr in l8~W and teak hc r .final vowa 1n 1896. ~ ! er 
teuching Cfl?:'eor of GO y e ars 1ncluded long assignments 1n Balttmore and 
18 years at 3t. ~ary'a ?aroch1al School in Buttalo betore com1ng to 
St. Peter•a 1n 1953. 

X Love Fe&at (1654Į 
A!'ter l~: years or se-raratlon, bl t Le !„ness of t h e t wo .f a c tlone in 

.;;.it. Joeeph's Ghurch, r e s ult1ng 1n t he bt"eak away and estu.bl1 s hrnent or 
st. h~t fi r• 8 on t he oi ty' s west side, had s.b~mt pas~cd nway, t han \<' s to 
the pate- r nal fortibea.rar!CO o! r~1sh c1p 'l'imon a ro solic1 t cue r.eal of .:.:.t. 
J·ete-r' s pastor, F1-.1. t he r !'. r ;;l utbaut~r. J~ lov& f'eaet celebrc ted r e~i torat1on 
or ~ood teeling amon0 the people or the two pariehea the evening of 
.b:aster Tufteėay, 1854. ::.iooieties of ~:- t • .P et ~r's met those of :.:i t. Jpseph 1 : 

1n ~ t. Joeeph' s !:, oh ool .l-!ell, .four aoo1etles .from Butfalo also attending. 
Rev. F'el1x Bretaohka,CS_:jH, auperior at ~t. Joseph•a, Pathcr Krautbauer, 
and a dozen othero spoke. Three hundrcd pereona attended. 

SINCLAIR ?iEtf:ORIAL ALTAR 

A me1"0r1al al t far, surrnount eC! by a Pieta ( Cur Lady of ~orrowa wi th thf 
bod~ of tho dead Chri~t), was ded1o~t eo ~eptember 19 1 1909, 1n the old 
W.ttple Street Church 1n wh h. t wne lmown as All s oule' Chapel 1n memory of 
Father S1nola1r and a marble slab thf'>re oomm•morated h1.a i:;rea.t work • 
.Bishop 'l'homas P. Hickey off1o1ated, a.f!!!i.stod by Hev. John (}ofell of 
Holy Pamily Ohuroh. 'rhe altar 1s now 1n t he Ma.1n !3tr4' et Weet <h uroh. 
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18 . .b..xtraord ina ry .b..v ents ( Continue~i southeas t corner , ma:įp...,,~,.r::,l' ~ce ,„ 
Cornerstone layin_g__Qf__!!_~~~amn Streė t ~est church October l , 1911 . 

Hundreds braved drizzle to wi tness cere:mony , Y ishop Rieke~ 
a s sisted by Fathers F . R. Rauber and IYlatthi a s Hargarther , Rev . Dr . An
drew B. Meehan , r ector , and Hev . \ "illiam Ę . Cowan , professor of _the? -
log y , st . bernard ' s Theological ~~-Y· M' . ll Jfl l t te imbedd~d in 
east wall near door leading to ~-.s;, . y , adJacent to stone of fi:r:'B"~ 
church (1843) in Maple Str eet~ . a;'\ stone of second Maple Street edifice 
(1659) . 

New church dedicated Sunda y , June30 , 191 2 , with Bish op Hickey offic
iatin')' at Sffelemn Pontifi cal High lViass at 10 . 30 A. M. , fol lowing pro
cessi~n :from rectory and around building in which several diocesan 
priests and s tudents of Bt . berna rd 1 s Semi nary participated . Revs . D. 
Laurenzis a nd James Hartley were deacons 9J. honor, Revs . Hargarther 
and Rauber de a con and subdeacon of Mass , .Jii th Rev . Dr . F . J . Goggin of 
St . Bernard ' s ~eminary master of ceremonies , assisted

1
by R~v . Rredericl 

Straub and seminarians in minor offices . Bishop BickeS preached . 

Centennial of dedication of first church observed Sunday , June 27, 
1943 , with S o lemn Pontifical High Mass at 11 A. M., celeb~ated by 
Bishop Kearney , with Rt . Rev . Ms g r . ·Villiam M. Hart , V. G., assistant 
priest . Officers of Mass , 11boys of the parish," were : Very R.~v . Ber
nard F . 0 1 Reilly , S . M., Dayton , Ohio; Rev . Frank Ruby , Boston, N. Y. 
(Buffal o Diocese); tlevs . William Heisel and Arthur Weltzer . Also 
assisting were Rev . (now Bishop) Lawrenc e B ~ Casey and Rev . (now Msgr . ) 
James e . McAnifi' . Centennial Fund • campaigh launched by Father Gei'ell 
pastor , to raise $10 , 000 to diminish church debt hit total of $12 , 285 , 
including ~1 ,650 contributed by school children . 

Extens ive decoration and renova~~D._2.f'_9h~ch completed and marked 
by Solemn Pontifical High Mass at 11 A. M., Sun~~ ' November 10 , 1929 , 
celebrated by Bishop John Francis 0 1 Hern , who administ ered Sacrament 
of Coni'irma tion in ai't e rnoon . Pra sent at Mass was Bishop Emmett Walsh , 
then of Charleston, S . C . ~;-~ 

Twent~-fifth anniversary oi' new parochial school was obs e rved 
late in May , 1937 , with presentations oi' pag eant , "The Wonders oi' 1937 , 1 

composed of song s , d anc9s , skits a nd r e citations by pupmls in school 
auditorium on three evening s and well attended by parishoners . 

Golden Jubilee , Ladies ' Auxi~iary , Branch 45 , celebra ted with Sol 
emn High Mass . ( 

Silver anniv ersary of h is ordination celebra t e d Sunda y , June 17 , 
1 9 51 , by Rev . Charles Hilbert , Maryknoll Father

1 
son oi' parish , with 

Solemn High Mass at 11 A. M. 

Cent?narY. oi' Wom~n ' s_Sodalit.1__2f the Immaculate Heart oi' Mary ob
s e rved with Solemn Ui gh Ma s s at 11 A. M., Sunda._L, Februa!:Y: 17 , 1952 a nd 
candle- li ght tea that aft e rnoon in school auditorium. ~~~~ 
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Fire, May 30 , 1944 , of unknown ori g in in basement storag e room unde : 
sanctuary caused $ 5 , 000 damag e and threatened entire church. Discov
ered by children playing in yard at rear of c hurch . Resulted in 11 three 
two 1 s 11 alar m. 

New e lectronic organ , installed at cost of $11, 000 , blessed by 
F'ather Fox , pastor, at 10 . 30 A. M., ::>und:ay , ·iiici-f r 1 Tarch 16 , 1958 ,* 
followed by recital by John Paul Bonn., organist , and Solemn High Mass . 
New organ , one of finest in diocese , was made by the Baldwin Company . It 
is of grand proportions, having eleven amplifiers and 20 speake rs , and 
is equipped with a percussion section, an echo organ and se t of Deagan 
chimes , all controll ed from the console in choir loft . It is installed 
behind casework of the original p ipe organ of 38 stops , tr ansferred from 
old church in Maple Street , an excellent example of craftmanship of the 
St eere Organ Company . Names of donors of memorial stops are recor ded in 
gold lettering on c a sework of ori g inal organ and incl ude , a long wi th 
that of Fathe r Sinclair , n a mes of many early f a rnilies prominent in 
the parish . Church 1 s excellent mixed choir has been directed for years 
by F'rancis Bonn , veteran Ro c he ster newspaperman on Times - Union edit 
orial staff and brother of organist . They are sons of late distinguishe• 
organist of St . Patrick ' s Ca thedral, Prof . Eugene Bonn . 

New __ Eectory at 720 Main Street West opened for parishoners ' inspec
tion April 20 , 1926, when finally c ompl eted and ready for occupa ncy . 
Thr ee-story building , designed b y Joseph H. ~lies and Georg e ~· . 
Lorenz , archi tects , in the Lombard-Romanesquel_o~ church, convent and 
school , is of tan tapestry brick with red , Spanish tile roof . With a 
fronta~e of 41 feet and depth of 84 feet , it is situated well back from 
the street and has a spacious yard , l ands cAped with shrubbery and smal: 
trees . On the first floor are the rectory office with larg e safe con
t a ining ch urch r e cords , three other o.f.fices , wai ting room and pastor 1 s 
living quarters , as well a s kitchen and dining room. On the second 
flo or are two suites ( study, bedroom, bath) .for ass istant priests , four 
gue st rooms and a solarium. F'our guest bedrooms and bath are on the 
t hi rd floor a n d the entire int erior is trimmed in quartered oak . A 
three -c a r garag e is in the rear . 

i;Father Fox celebrant, assisted by Hevs . Joseph Gaynor, deacon , and 
Hobert Klein , C. S . B., subdeacon. 
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Church Societies : The Rosary Society, organized in the church ' s firs · 
year (1843) , is the oldest parish g roup still act 
ive . Other still - acti v e groups are : 

Organized 

Wornen 1 s Sodali ty of the Ir..!l.T!acula te Beart of IV1ary .. . . 1852 
Young Ladies ' Sodality 11 11 11 11 1853 
Ladies Catholic Benevolent Association,Branch 62 ..•• 1891 
Ladies Auxiliary 1898 
Knights of St . John ...... . .... ... . . .... . ......... .. . 1901 
Hely Name Society .................. . .... . . . ...•...•• 19 21 

Groups Disbanded : (ovęr the years) : 

S t . P et er ' s Society . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . • • • . 1852 
St . Francis Xavi er 1 s Society •..............•.......• 1868 
Jioly Infant Society .. . ..................... . .....••• 18--
Kni@:l ts of SS . Peter and Paul. ................ . ...•. 1877 
Ga tholic Mutual Benevolent As socia tion , Br anch 82 ••• 1885 
Young Men ' s Catholi c Club •................. . ...••••• 1889 
Al t ar So c i et y . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . • • 1891 
Catholic Relief and Beneficiary Ass ' n ,, Counc il 75 ••. 1897 

One of Many : Gonstnuction company , headed by Hon . Hiram H. 
EdgertDn ( Four times e l ected Republican Mayor of Rochester) , which 
erec tad c hurch and other praperties on Main Street West site , also 
built several other landmarks to Catholocism in Rochester . Among 
them are St . Bernard ' s Theological Seminary , St . Michael ' s Chur.ch , 
old s.t . Patri ck 1 s Orphan Asylum ( Main Street West and Genesee Str eet : 
and rebuilding and erectionof steeple of old St . Patriok ' s Cath
edral . Federal Building in Church Street and Wilder Building a t 
Four Corners also are Edgerton company projects . 

Special lVionthly Improvement Collection ( third Sundays ) was inaugur
ated in January , 1 951 , to meet many improvements of past de c ade . 

Hegular Sunday collections this year , for first time , top $ 800 mark . 

Holy Name ~ociety~ younge st of parish groups (1921) , held its first 
annual banquet at Powers ' Hotel Feb . 21, 1922 . Guests of honor were 
Bi shop Hi c key , Father Gefell , Rev . William Stauder (assis t ant) , Revs . 
John B. Crowley , William Heisel , Georg e M. Kalb and Georg e S chmitt • 
.i:i'irst year ' s officers : Spiri tual director , Rev . Arthur P . Fiorac k 
(as s istant) ; president , Henry J . Echter (dec) ; vice pre sident , Tho
mas W. F'arrell (dec); secretary , Dr . Walter B . 0 1 Neill (dec) ; :finan
cial secretary , William J . Hauser (dec) , and t reasurer , Clarence G. 

Re iter . 



V PAROC HIAL SCHOOLS ,~ND CATECHETICAL CEN'I'b..tiS 

19 . st . ?et e r i s , li k e its parent dlurch , St . Joseph 1 s , had a parochial 
school , mos t elementary ln setup, from i ts -~ncepj:; _įgn!. ... 

First report on a p arish school is found in his ske~ch on the dlurch 
setup (Vll:. - 32) by Father Levis , first pastor , dated Iviay 7,1844 : 

n'I'he School is continually supplied wi th a tea cher , who is paid 6 
cents each week for every child by the parents or by the Church •••• 
The number of children in winter e a sily exceeds 80 , in surnmer 60;a 
lady teacher for girls cannot be kept , as there is no room for her . " 

The first school classes were conductedt n rooms in the church base 
ment , until erection of the first s chool building (frame) , adjoining 
the r e ctory to the east in Maple Street (early 1850s) . This building 
was destroyed by fire December 8 , 1867 , and was replaced }pr a brick 
structure on same si te . '.I'his new building was 100x40 fee131-n area , 
four stories high (incl uding basement) , surmounted by a cupola , and 
cost $12 , 000 . ~It was completed in the summer of 1868 and continued in 
use until l 91R when the entire churdl property was sold by the then 
pastor , Father Gefell , to the BR&P Railway , which razed all parish buil
ding s and erected a warehouse on the site . A new (present) school was 
then construc ted at 681 Brown Street . 

School Sisters of Notre Dame , who arrived in Rochester in 1853 t o 
teach girls l c lasses at St . Joseph 1 s , took over girls 1 s c hool at st . 
Peter 1 s in 1 855 , with Sr . M. Cajetana as first princ ipal . Catholic 
Almanacilfufor 1859 lists 200 pupils i n St . Peter 1 s "free school , " as 
compare7~i th 450 at St . Joseph 1 s , 200 at St . Mary 1 s and 150 at St . 
Patrick s . The Catholi c Directory for 1869 lists 516 pupils at St . 
Peter 1 s ( 256 boys and 260 girls ) out of a total of 2 , 056 in the then 
five German parishes of the c ity . At that time only 441 pupils were 
enrolled in the four Irish parishes of the city . 

In a parish booklet, " Notes , Hules and Hegulations , 11 which Father Sin
clair distributed in 1902 (April), the pastor wrote : 

11 No Gatholic parish is worthy of the name without having a good 
school attached to it •••• for the fįrst ten year~_ thę parish s chool Was 
taught by lay teac.h.ers . In 1855 the School Sisters of Notre Dame were 
called upon to take charg e of the same , and in 1864 the Brothers of 
Mary tlld r) undertook to teach the boys 1 department . When the Bro-
thers withdrew in 1887 , the school was placed in charge of the sisters . 
At present (1902) about 535 children attend the school , which is div
ided into nine grades . A nominal we ekly tuition is c harg ed , viz .: Ten 
'# . l '*cents , if only one child of a f a mily is taught , and five cents for 
the second child ; the rest are exempted from school money •••• Ghildren 
six years old are of school a g e . 11 Fa.ther Sinclair reminded parents of 
their duty "under threat of being denied the Sacramėnts" to send their 
childre n to the parish sc hool , which 11 has ••• a well deserved and envia
ble re:.put a tion for excellency , wh ich comp a r e s f a vorably with any othe r 
school . " 

Pa rochial Free School Society rnemb e rs of tha t p eriod pledg ed them
selves 11 to offe r every Sunda y a. t _ l ea st five cents in t h e coll e ctor 1 s 
bask et . " 
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_...__ V (Oontinued) -
20. Cateohetioal center (?) 

One afternoon a week durin~ school year assistant priests conduct Cath
olic pupils from Public School 29 in Moran Street to St. Peter's school 
tor released time religious instructions. 

21. Subseguent achoolhouse 

Soon aft t..r 1:<„ather :}efell 1n 1910 purch.ased pro"9erty in 1'/.1:1.in Street 
West ( No.720 and adjoining to west, in 13ull's IIead area}, he also bough 
land extendinf..:; north to Brown Street, where present school was erected 
(No.68,l). 

New school i s two stories high with baseme:::it and is of tupe s try, tan 
brick with cut stone trlnuninss . Arch itecture is Italia.n Rena1s sance, 
prevalent ln Nort hern It<.tly, in keoping wi th d:l urch, ~ nvent and rector: 
buildings . In ba2 ement are a larJ e mee tlng room, smaller meeting room, 
kitchen and two clas s rooms. Six classrooms occupy each of the two upper 
floors, with a princlpal's office on the first and a m1rse's office on 
the ::; econd. Th o school s taf'f cornprl ses ( l 9Gl) 1 0 ...,1 sters :md two l ay 
we>men for ei_g!].t ele~~ntaty grt:tdes and a kinderga rten. 

Sch ool has had ni ne ;_Srudes ( kindergh r tP,n roplacing first i n ,.. f'ce~ t year: 
from its earliest :; aars. Never had tenth grade or high sohool departmeni 

21. Sohool population 

First church-bas emen t Rchool population (1844), ln not ation of Ph ther 
Levis, pus tor, 11 in wintc·r easily excoed(ed)80;1n aummer 60 ."( al l German , 
School now hun totul of ~30 pu pils , lnc.i udi n:::.; five r1 egroes_~nQ.21.x l-'uer~ 
Hicans . Bi g majority are o f Itallan ext L··-• Ction .Ltt.rge per c entat_;e u.ttt:ncla 
8 A.M. Mass in church on schooldays (not obli gu.tory), wi th from 50 to 7f 
be1ng daily communicants. 

24. First ltving quart ers of Sis tera (?) 

First permanent convent,brick structure ad joining church to south in 
Kinė!: Street, wa.s erected in lb71 b~ l<'ath er Sinclair. Continued in use 
until new conveniJWas L'bady for occupancy at '750 Main ~ treet ~-. est aftcr 
new property was ~cquired (1910-11) in pastorate of Father Gefell. 



Vl. PARISH C~MhThHY 

25. Parish had own cemetery almost from inception. Father Leviz, first 
pastor, netea in bis reoord book sketch for March, 1845: 

26. 
27. 

28. 

29. 

30. · 

lli..· 
31. 

"The cemetery, tv.o miles distant ( wes t) from the Church, oonsisting 
of 6 acres, was gi ven to the Church by Peter '1'111, fo r whom a High 
Mase is applied annually the 29th of June. 11 

'I'his cemeter~ wa s si tu a ted at Maple Street and th e presen t Home 
Place, west of and para.llel wi th Ames Stre~t, in the then uninhabl tee 
western outskirts of Liutch town and !nel uded in present l:!oly Fa.mily 
parish area. Las t burial the !"e is r e corded in September 1 1875, soon 
afte r which all bodies were removed to holy :..,epulchre Cemetery in 
Lake Avenue in a mass burial 1n a large lot on weat side of avenue. 
A memorial marker is on the plot. 

In early l850s dissident Trustee Party (Blacks) purchased land in 
.N1aple Street west of 0t. i'et e r' s Cemetery for own burial ground , Lol 
Pamily Gem.etery . 1.'his was taken over by Holy Family Church ln oarly 
l860s at dissolution of' blacks. A few yef:lrs ago all bodies from Eoly 
Family Cemetery w~re removed to Holy .Sepulohre and area is now com:
pletely built-•p residential section. 

Infants and young children predominate greatly in burial reoords 
~ of both cemeteries. 

Cemetery setup, 1ncorporat1on, eto. (?) 

E
Previous burials probably in Pinnacle Hill Catholic, Mount Hop~ or 

other city oemeteries. 

Notable· oemetery events? 

HISTOlUCAL R.c.CORDS 

Baptisma •••••••••••••••• 15 1 321 
Marriagea ••••••••••••••• 4 1 413 
Deaths ••••••••••• ••••••• 6 1 ?34 
l<,iret Cornmunione...... 4 , 2ti l 
Confirmations......... 4 , G53 

(l b95-1 9Gl) Prev. 
( 1 8 ~ ;'i -1 9 t) l ) 11 

He c s . 
11 

lJn :.tv :x i. l ~h J 
" ff 

32. Sources oiparish or diocesan history in par1sh filesz 

Sunday announcement books from be61rming (1843). 
r 'ather ::>inclalr's "Notes, rtul es and tiegulati ons" for nariah (190 2i 
Father Gefell's report on Centennial fund campalgn,donors (1943). 



Vll :HIS 'ru.tUCAL ,-{bCU.tillS ( Continued) 

32 . FiPst-PaP~sh-Reeerd: N. B. 

The following interesting sketch of the parish setup in its earliest 
days was written (in Latin) in the forefront of his Book of Baptisms , Mar
riages and Eurials by the first pastor , the Franciscan Father Ivo Leviz , 
whose first baptism is recorded April 21 , 1843 : 

'I'he Roman Catholic Church of St . Peter , the Apostle, for the Germans , 
situated to the West of the Genesee River in the City of Rochester , Mon
roe County , State of New York , (was) built A.D . 1842 . And this the under~ 
signed , by the dele gation of the most illustrious and Reverend Mr . John 191 
Hughes , Bishop of New York , dedicated in honor of the same St . Peter , the 
Apostle , the feast of Sts . Peter and Paul , Apostles , A. D., June 29, 1843. 

F'r . Ivo Leviz 
Ord . Min . S . Franc . Str . Obs . 

Hev . Bernard O'Reilly , Pastor of St . fatrick 1 s , preached the sermon 
in English; the above named officiating (Franciscan Father) preached in 
German , Rev . (Charles D. ) French , ·O. P., Pastor of Greece , however , sang 
the Mass of Dedication . The function began 9 A. M., and was terminated 
aft er l P . M. And at this solemnity there was present Rev . Mr . Noethen of 
Syracuse . 

'l'he revenues of the church are pews , e ollections , alms , and religious 
so cieties , such as that of the Most Holy Rosary , the Society of the Bles
sed Virgin Mary , and the Society of Our Holy Father Francis . 

However , the debts are still larg e for the poor Congregation ; at the 
l a st report , the month of Ąpril , 1844 , there remained a floating debt of 
$~330 . 86 , due partly to t h e Bank of the City of Rochester , and partly 
to other private persons . 

The Church is still destitute of ornaments and necessary utensils / 
for the celebrat ion of divine worsh ip . 

The cemetery , two miles distant from the Church, consisting of 6 
acres , was g i ven to t he Church by Peter Till , for wh om a High Mass i s .....,.. 
applied annually t he 29 th of June . 

The School is continually supplied with a teac he r , who is paid 6 cents 
each week for every child by the parents or by the Church • He has $ 52 a 
year for the c are of' the Church and for singing . He has perquisites in 
Baptism &e . The number of children in winter easily exceeds 80 , in sum
mer 60 ; a lady teacher for girls cannot ye t ~e kept , as there is no 
house for he r . 

To this Church and Congre gation belong , in virtue of' a decision of 
the illustrious and Reverend Bishop John Hu ghes in the month of April, 
A. D.,1843, all the faithful living to the 'Hest of the Gene see River . 
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It was on account of the dis t ance of the old Church of St . Joseph , 
the desire , nev ertheles s , of many f aithful to be present at divine ser
vice on Sund ays and Holy Days , the i mped ing weather , the long way , 
especially in winter , that t he above named Ghurch of St . Peter was built 
with t he great jubilation of t he faithful, a f ew excepted who refused to 
contri bute to t h e building , and left the Cong.rega.tion a nd t he Ghurch . 
These goto St . Joseph ' s with no less damage than sfandal that arose by 
reason of enmity from the secession and di scord , which have not yet been 
allayed , but r a t he r have broken out continua lly anew . 

From April , 1 843 , to April , 1844 , the 
Bap:bisms were . . .............. .. .. . .... . .....•. 68 
Marriag es were .. . ......... . .... . .... . ......... 7 
Dead , four of whom adul t s ••.........• . . . ..•• • . 21 
Paschal confessions and communions .•....... . .. 434 
First commu n ion of chi ldren •...........•. . ... • 22 

S o it is 

Ho c hester , N. Y., at St . Peter 1 s the Apostle 
May 7 , 1844 . Fr . Ivo Leviz , O. M. F . 

Pas tor 

In t be month of June the Church was enclosed on three sides with a 
fence , provided with a main door , and t wo oth er doors . 

The bell , 11
1 ary Joseph" , of' sixty-f'i ve pounds , paid wi th the alms of' 

the so c iety of' St . Joseph , consisting of' the young- of b o th sexes , was 
hung July 11,1844 . 

Thanks be to God_l and Į:lraise to the Virgin Mary and her Spouse , St . 
Joseph l l t 

The same little bell was f' a stened between two beams on t he roof' of 
t he Church September 20 , 1844 . 

The quar ters f'or t he p riest within t he Church , basement , consistingJ 
of two rooms , were arranged in 1845-- Likewise the school was f'inished 
( f'urnished? ) with benches . 

rlo ches ter , N. Y., at St . Peter 1 s , in the month of March , 1845. 
·Fr . Ivo Leviz . 
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!!!, HISTORICAL RhCORDS (Continued) 

33. Pictorial Reoords 

Photos of incumbent pastor and predeces sors Gefell, Sincla1r, and 
Krautbauer. Also of seve ral assistants (othe rs available). 

Few pionic groups and graduation classes. 
Pix of old churoh arxi setup (1859) in Maple ~treet. Also present 

churoh and setup. 

34. No parish historical mate rial on file besides Sinclair pa.mphlet. 

35. Souroee used 1n questionnaire answersi 

"Life an d Lette rs of Bishop McQuaid, Pr ef aced by The Hi s tory of 
0atholio Rochest 1:.: r 13efore His bpi s oopate, "by the late Fa ther Fr ed
erick J. ~wierl ein. ( Sole source, almos1:,j of data on Trusteeism). 

! "Frur Score Ye ars ( 18i6-l916), St. Joseph' s Churoh, Hochester," by 
Father Mu l laney,C.'.:>5.H . ( urigin and early beginnings of St. Peter's, 
cited frequently by Father Zwierlein. Copy at city Ma1n Llbrary). 

"Historica l - Pictorial hd !tion of Th~ Ca tholic Journal (1 656-1914), 
published by Catholic J uurna.l 1n 1914 .(Contains brief, very incomple t 
hiatory of ~t. Peter's, other parishes. Copy 1n St. Peter's r ectory). 

Microfilmed files of old Roch es t er Union and Advert1ser, D~ C, 
Catholic-Courier and clippings from latter two papers. 

ttAmerican Cathol1ci sm, n by Hev. John Tracy El lis. ( Trustee1 sm 
paragraph on Purnam Bill). 

„ 
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36 . List of Pastors 

(Dates taken from f irst and ~ast _E~tisms ( where r ,ecorded) at wh ich 
t hey officiated) 

Pirs t 

April 21 , 1843- 1846 

August 25 , 1846- 1 848 

May 28 , 1848-1849 

Sept . 30 , 1849- 1851 

Oct. 1 8 , 1851 

April 10 , 1859 

Oc t. l , 1865 

Oct . 20 , 1907 

June , 1950 

Rev . Ivo Leviz , OFM 

Rev . Anthony Berenyi (Count) 

Re v . Leonard Sch neider 

Rev . Rudolph F'ilemius 

Re v . Francis X. Krautbauer April 3 , 1 8 59 

Hev . Joseph Sadler July 30 , 1865 

Re v . Francis H. Sinclair August 4 , 1907 

Rev . J . Emil Gefell June ; 1950 

Rev . Robert J . Fox - - ----- - --

Father Krautbauer , who became the mest distingu ished of the church ' s 
nine pastors to date , was bediviled throughout his tenure of eight and one-

· hal f years by mal content- trustee troubles . A zealous priest , supported by 
a big majority of his congregation , he was .forced to combat the dissident 
g roups in numerous lawsuits , through notices a nd letters in the daily sec
ular press and in o c casional physical brushes . Ris departure in April , 
1 859 , was prompted by his desire to bri ng lasting peace to the parish, a 
goal that was reac hed a few years later . 

St . Peter ' s fifth pastor was born in his native Bruck , Bavaria , Ger
many January 2 , 1824 , and was ordained at Ratisbon, Bavaria , July 16 , 1850 . 
He came to the United States soon aft e rward a nd was serving in Milwaukee 
when call ed to St . Peter ' s pastorate in M l-11851 . After l eaving here he 
served 1 6 years (1659- 1875) as chaplain at the mother- house of the S chool 
Sisters of Notre Dame at Milwaukee , where on June 29 , 1875 , he was consecrateė 
as the second bishop of the Diocese of Green Bay , Wisconsin . He died unex
pe c tedly at Green Bay December 17 , 1885 . 

P . S . Rev . Stephen Bicher served as pastor pro tem from May to September 
of 1858 in the absence of Father Kr autbauer . 

Father Sadler • s p as torate was highlighted by the cornerstone laying 
for the new , brick church building by Bishop Young of Erie , Pa . , June 26 , 
1859 and its dedication August 15 that year . "This congregation is now in a 
mest flourishing condition, and t h eir new edifice will be a credit to them
selves and an ornamen t to the western part of the city . "( Rochest e r Union and 
Advertiser , June 28 , 1 8 59) 



36 . (Continued) Pastors 

Father Sinclair , who died unexpectedly from a heart attack September 

• 22 , 1907 , at the age of 69, inaugura ted severa l building improvements in 
parish properties over the 42 years in ~hich he eff iciently administered 
the spiritual and temporal affairs of SS . Peter and Paul ' s . 

Born abou t 1837- 38 in Mec klenburg - Sc hwerin, 'Germany , h e completed his 
philosophical and theological studies in Rome , where he was ordained in 
1864 . In that year he came to this country and was sta tioned in Buffalo 
for about a year before being appointed October l , 1865Jby Bishop Timon 
to the local Ge rman pastorate . 

Father Sinclair ' s first accomplashment was the erection of a tower , 
equipped with two new bells , and the addition of several statues in the 
church in his fir s t y ear of tenure . Bishop Timon officiated September 9 , 
1866 , 11 a very interes ting day for the people , 11 at a blessing of the statues 
and bells , the latte r being rung for the first time, and administered the 
sacrament of Confirma tion 11 to a larg e number . 11 As was his custom , the Bis 
hop probably addressed the congregation in their native German . 

Two years later (summer of 1868) a t h ree-story, brick schoolhouse , 
with basement , and , parish hall on the top floor , was erected at a cost of 
, ·12 , 000 to replace the frame schoolhouse on the Map le Street si te whi c h was 
destroyed by fire December 8 , 1867 . 'l'he latter was the ori ginal church 
building fronting on King Street , which was moved around the corner east 
in Maple Street and transformed into a s chool when the new church edifice 
was erected in 185, and dedicated August 15 of that year . 

Other property improvements in the pastorate of Father Sinclair in
cl uded the erection of a new convent in King Street in 1871 , enlargement 
of the church in 1884 , and the erection of a clubhouse for the Young Men's 
Catholic Club in Litchfield Street . This building , which included a gym
nasium, bowling alleys and a parish hall , was blessed July» 3 , 1893 , by 
Archbishop Michael A. Corrigan of New York as a highlight of the parish's 
Golden Jubilee celebra tion. 

On February 16 , 1900 , Father Sinclair left on a trip to the Holy Land 
a nd on his return was g iven a big r e ception in the parish hall Sunday 
evening , July 22 . 

Big tragedy of pastorate was the collapse of a section of the sec 
ond floor of the new school building Wednesda y evening , January 6 , 1869 , 
at a parish Epiphany Festival in which eight persons were killed and 
about 40 injured . 

Father Sinclair , in 1907 shortly before h is death , was chiefly in
strumental in the erection and dedication of Star of the Sea Chapel in 
~dgemere Drive at Grand View Beach to accornrr..odate lakeside summer cottagers. 

Father Sinclair , a scholar , able write~ and extensive traveler , was 
the oldest ofi'iciating priest of the diocese when be d.ied suddenly Sunday , 
September 22 , 1907 . He haė celebra ted 8 o ' clock Mass a nd l a ter went to 
Grand View Beach for the season 1 s closing service in the ahapel . He retur
ned to the rectory and soon before 4 p . m. left for Dansville to participate 
in a 40- hours ' devotion . As he was hurrying in Exchange Street to catch an 
~rie Railroad train he droppęd de ad _from a . heąrt attack . ~-e was c a rried 
into Northway ' s gar age where· .fi·athe r EQ.mU!J.d. v~ , rtawlin.son.l. t en assisi:;am:; 
at St . 111ary ' s Church , was sunnmoned and adminis t ered J_ aS1' r tes . 
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.e.s1nola1r \Continued) 

'. Funeral was held. fo 11 owing Wednesday 1n church where body, ly1ng 
1n atate in center aisle, had been viewed by throngs of sorrowing par· 
1 ehoners and otb er rloch e s terians of v F.II'ied fa1 th s. Preceding ~ol emn 
Pontifical ll.11#1 !Vtass of 1i. equiem, Bishop-coa.djutor Thomas r'. Hickey ce 
ebrant, Revs . J. hmil and John Gefell led 100 prieste in ohanting 
Office of the Dead. 

rlev . !-1 . H. l-<auber was assistant priest, qev . Matthias li.blr garth e r 
deacon and Hev . \Jeorge J. hisler subdeacon. Rev . Jo s eph. Miller master 
of ceremonies, Kevs. 'r.'1111am Greeno.uer and Francis rluby acolytes, and 
~ev. Joseph Gefell thurifer. 

Bishop Mc Quaid, who was assisted by Revs. Joseph Netzel a.nd John 
Boppel, deacons of honor , t~ave the absolution at conclusion of lviass . P 
explained that, rcspe cting t he pastor's wishes ellpressed in a letter 
found in the rectory safe, he re bretfully would forego delivering a 
deserved eulogy. 

Bearers were ~evs. rlauber , ·-l ar~arther, hisler , Miller, ~reenauer 
and J • .t.mil Gefell . Head ed by Heb1ng 1 s Band, various church societ1es 
marched at head of funeral procession north as far as ~mith ~treet wh1 
they disba.nded. Burial was in pr1est 1 s plot in Holy Sepulchre Cemeter: 

Hesolution adopted a.t meeting of pa rishdmers in parish h.all ln 
Litohfield Street Tuesday nit#lt, September 24, eulogized Father SincL 
rorz 

" H1s mild and friendly bearing, h1s atriet integrity, ri gid hone : 
and fai thful perf'ormance of h is reli g ious duties as pa.stor •••• ll e dld 
others as he would be done by. In his death the church and school hnv1 
los t an untiring worker ; our f amilies a.nd our societies a tru.e and f a · 
ful friend, and the community a good and upright citizen." 

.bUlo5ies also were expressed at t he meeting by Munici pal '-'ourt 
Justice (Judge) John M. 1\Įurphy; Joseph Young , p r esident of ss . l'ete r 
Paul' s Society, l''ra.nk Horn, "Urban 1'homa and Pathers Hargarther and J. 
Emil Gefell • 

• 

• 
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36 . 
Father Gefell, who d.i e d iv1.ay ~ 1 0 , 1 9 59 , i n n earby St . Iviary' s 

Ho s pital , in h is 89th year , r e tire d from t h e pas tor a te in June,19 50~ 
aft o r a record tenure of 43 y ears , had much to do in the p i on ee r 
work of the Dioce s e of Rochest e r . 

Crowning achievement of his d i stinguished ca reer is pre s e nt 
ch urch- rectory - convent - school setup of parish , of which h e wa s 
most not a ble p ri es t - son . 

"If you are looking for a monument , look around yoy. , " quoted 
Bishop Ke a rney a t pas tor ' s diarnond jubilee celebra"tion in 1956 . 

Attįca , N . Y~lo ( ) 
Born in p „ • ~,rnly 1 6 , 1 8 70 See 09 •• 

rS 6P~ 1 s/ Gradua t eJrom a-±'ish school and on compl eting four ye~ rs at 
St . Andrev~ Preparatory Seminary (188 9) wa s sent by Bishop McQuaid 
to North Americ an Colleg e in Rome where he - studied under the 
distingu ished Car dinals Sato-le i and Lepecier and won Doctorate of 
Fhilosophy and Licentiate in Sa cred Theolog y . 

In 1 892 en raute to Germany for a v a cation met by chance in 
Wdlan Father Ratti , then he a d of Milan Ambrosian Library , and had 
fou r - hour co nversation wi th future Pope . 

Ordained May 30 , 1896 by Ca rdinal Parįoochi , vicar g eneral of 
Rome , in Cathedral of St . John Lat e ran . Celebra t e d first Solemn Hi gl 
Mass in old lv.laple Street church . 

In 1 900 accompanie d Bishop Mc Quaid as notary on tour of 
Southern Tier churches when four counties of Tiog a , Steuben, :tilinmnmu 
Chemung , and Schuyler were t r ansferr ed to Diocese of Rochester from 
Buff alo s ee . 

First a s si gnment to fa culty of S t . Andrew ' s Seminary where 
he taught Germa n and ltalian for 11 ye a rs while chaplain of -St . 
fuary ' s Boys ' Asylum. 

First organizer of Catholics of Italian descent , for nine 
years he held services and preached r egularly two sermons in Italiar 
Sundays in Lady Chapel of old St . Patrick ' s Cathedral . 

In 1 910 , wh ile pas tor of SS . P&P 1 s , he organized and estab
lished city ' s first Italian parishes, St . Anthony of Padua and Qur 
Lady of lViount Carmel . 

Marked ii9ll' Ll-olden Jubilee as p riest by celebra ting Mass in 
pre sence of Bishop Ke a rney , many pri e st well - wishers and parishoner ~ 
Ma y 30 , 1 94 6 . 

June , 1 950 , r e tire d from pastorate , 
B1ox . Continued p ra ctice of morning Mass in 
h e a lth continued to f ai l a nd in F ebrua r y , 1 9 56 , was g r ant e d p r ivi -
l ege of say ing Ma ss whil e s eated a t a small alta r in h is room . 
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36 . (Continued) ( Gefell) 

36 . 

Diamond .i1\1_bilee ( 60 fears) of priesthood celebra ted May 30 , l 956 . 
Bishop Kearney, assist e d by his secretary , Rev . Edward J . McAnirr;
and. rlev . Hobert L . Kress , parish assistant , celebra ted a low Mass 
and preached , reviewing the unique accomplishments of Father Gefell . 
Latter , flanked by two old friends , Msgrs . J'ohn F . Goggin, rector
emeri tus of St . bernard ' s Seminary , and Thomas F . Connors , sat in 
sanctuary . N1odest prograrn had been arranged by Father Fox , then re
turning from a trip to Europe . Following the Mass Father Gefell 
in his rectory quarters received congratulations from scores of 
parishoners and clergy , among the latter several young fellow
graduates of the Nortb American Colleg e at Rome . 

Funeral..). May 13 . _1959 _ 
Bishop Casey was celebrant at Solemn Pontifical Requiem Mass at 

10 . 30 A. M. in liYS . Peter and Paul 1 s, with Right Rev . Msgr . George W. 
Eckl assistant priest; Bevs . Howard W. Geck and Rabert L . Kress , 
deacan and subdeacan . IV1aster af ceremonie s was Very Rev . Msgr . Edward 
J . McAniff and assistant MC was Rev . Paul G. Wohlrab . o·thers assist
ing were Right Rev . filsgr . William J . Naughton and Revs . Francis A . ~ 
Kleehammer , Edward H. Hartmann, F'rederick Eisernann , C. Richard Nangle: 
Robert J . Downs and Francis H •• Turner . Right Rev . Msgr . James C. 
McAniff delivered the eulagy. Burial was in the priests ' plot at 
Holy Sepulchre Cemetery. 

Father Fox , son af Nichalas ~nd .Elizabeth Schirnier ·Fax of 78 
Randolph Street , Rachester , was born . ~ugust 3 , 1903 . Be attended St . 
Francis Xavier Paroc hial Schaol far six years . Gradua·ted f .rom St . And
rew 1 s Parochial Schmm l in June, 1917, from St . Andrew ' s Preparatary 
Seminary in June , 1 9 22 , and from St . Bernard ' s Thealag.ical Seminary 
in June , Ht 28 , when ardained in St . Patrick ' s Ca'thed:r>al by Bishop 
Emmet Walk:sh af Sau th Carolina ( Gharles ton) . · · 

First assigmaents : St . 1Vi.ary 1 s, rlochester , ( twa manths) and Cath
edral (ane manth) befare appaintment as assistant in August , 1928 , :" 
at SS . Peter and Paul 1 s, cantinuing there until 1945 . 

? i. 

Named pastar af St . Josepti 1 s Church , Waverly, in 1945 , and cantin
ued there until June , 1950 , when returned to SS . P&P ' s as pastar . Has 
dane much repairing, renavating a nd impraving af parish praperty, 
especially church , starting in 1 9 50 with bell tawer masanry and re
placing of cement crosses with copp e r ones , installatio~ of kneeling 
pads in all pews and cleaning and renavating of entire church interiar . 

~lectrical setup for enti r e parish plant modernized in 1951 , with 
alternating current (AC) inst alled, flourescent lighting and extensive 
improvements ( ~p 5 , 000 cost), floars r efinishe d in schaol . Walks rep-
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aired , parking facilities ext e nded, new f ence around property ( ~5 , 0oo: 
In Summer , 1 952 , school hall wooden floors repl a c ed wi th cement 
asphalt - tile , new stage , lavatories . 

Our Lady of the Snow Shrine in churchyard completed , blessed by 
Bishop Kearney Nov . 11 , 1952 , foll owing Pont ifj_cal Low Mass . ~ ' ew years 
lat e r sta tue was damaged beyond rapair by vandal and was replac ed . 

In June , 1954 , entire p l ant co nverted to gas heat and gas boiler 
installeo in r~ctory . Following December new carpet installed for 
entire church~7 , 500 ) , 

J·une 10 , 1 956 , first Solemn Hi gh IV1as s of e v . Wil l iam J . Brien at 
11 A. M., re ception in schoo l hall 3 : 30 to 5 : 30 P~ M . 

Apostolic Blessing of Pope Pius Xll given to cong r egation Sunday 
evening , June 17 , 1 956 , by Father Fox on r eturn from trip to Europe , 
includinb audienc e with His Holiness . 

New electronic organ blessed Sunday , March ik6 , 1958 . (S ee 18 . ) 

In 1 959 new li gh ting fixtures were instal led in church ceiling 
with dire ct lighting f or entire nave , affording 20Ąc andle power for 
pew level . New li ghting also for church porch. 

March 6 , 1 959 , Father Fox suffered mild heart attack and was hos 
pi talized (St . Mary's) for several weeks . 

Eather Gefell ' s funeral, May 1 3 , 19 59 (See 36 . ) . 

August , 1959 , park ing area enlarged west of school, providing 
entrance wes t of and exi t east of s c hool . 

March , 1960 , Women • s Sodality of Irmnaculate heart of Mary donated 
Dempster Dumposter for churc h use . ~ntire school fi re - proofed to meet 
city ' s regulations . 

In 1 960 parish ~p&8 , 000 quota for Diocesan High School Fund Cam
paign oversubscribed for *54 , 203 total . In July men of parish painted 
all clas~rooms and corridors of school . 

P . S .-During his five - year pas torate (1 945- 1950) at St . Joseph 1 s 
Church , Wailin.si , Father .tf'ox accomplished several renova-
ti ons and improvements , <thief of which was the excavation for 
and addĮfion of a parish hall beneath the church f or use as 
a catecrl\cal center and for social events . 
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37 . Assistant Pastors 

(Dates tak en from first and last bartisms ( where fou nd in parish 
records) at wh ich they officiated . r e sumably until the 1870s the 
priests listed were not r e ctory residents , for the most part , but 
only called in for occasional s e rvice . ) 

1854 • . . . . . .. ...... rtevs . Wenni ger , G. L§ufhube r , J· . Koeni g ,CSSR, and 
S . Bres k a , CSSR . 

1855 .. . ........ .• • l:tev . Anthony Berenyi . 
1856 • .. . . ... • . . .•. 3 ev . S . Breska , CSSR. 
1 8 57 ... . .. . . .. .... Rev . Ch . Schafr a th . 
18 58 . . .. . . . .. .. . .. ~{ evs . Stephen .G ich e r and JYienauer . 
1859-1860 . . . ... .. . Rev . Phillip Schmidt . 
1 862 Hev . Albinger 
1 8 65 Revs . Steissbe r g er, Fred Lang , Beck er,CSSR, Julius 

1 866 
1867 

Kuenzer , CSSR , and Keck . 
Rev . Berk . 
Reve. Keck , Leopold Hofschneider ( Named that year 
pastor of new Holy Family Church , Rochester . ) 

1870 ... ... . . ....• Rev . F'ideli s C. Oberholzer. ( Then founding Holy Re 

1871 
1871- 1874 
1874- 1877 
1879-
1878- 1885 
1885- 1886 
1887- 1892 

e • 1893- 1897 
1097- 1908 
1908- 1921 
1913- 1916 
1917- 1924 
1921 - 1928 
1924- 1927 
1927- :5i 31 
19 28 - 1945 
1931- 1935 
1935- 1937 
1937- 1943 
1943- 1956 
1945- 1950 
1960- 1955 
1955- 1958 
1956-
1959 - 1960 
1960-

- Įl JI . 

d e emer Church , city , and its first pastor) 
i{6 V . Norbertus . 
Rev . Ulrich . 
Rev . Weissteiner . 
Rev 1uif2seph Netzel . (Later pastor of St . Francis,city) 
Rev~issteiner (returned) . 
Rev. James Schwick . 
Rev . Egge . 

Rev . John Boppel . (Later pastor St . Boniface , city) . 
Hev . Ferdinand Scheid (Later pastor St . Pius , Cohocton: 
Rev . F . Milliam Stauder . (Later pastor , Holy Redeemer) . 
Rev . Bdward J . ~schrich(Now pastor , St . Salome 1 s) 
Rev . Georg e M. Kalb . (Now pastor , Holy Trinity,Webster; 
Rev . Arthur Florack . ( Now pastor , St . Michael ' s) . 
Rev . J . J . Bohmwetch . 
Rev . Edward M. Scheid . 
Rev . Robert J . F ox . 
Rev . Ralph F . Neagle . 
Rev . Francis H. 'I'urner . 
Rev . Francis A . Kleeha.mmer . 
Rev . Rob ert L . kr>e ss . 
Rev . Donald E . Lux . (P a stor St . John Bv a n g elist,city) . 
Rev . C. Richard Nangle . 
Hev . Joseph D. Donovan . 
Rev. Jo s eph T . Gaynor (incumbent) . 
Rev . Joseph O. Uorman. 
.Rev . Paul R . Schnacky ( incumb ent) . 
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Vlll P~RSONNEL (continued) ·-......... 

38. I<'ollowing 1s the complete list of l'totre Dame .s1_s~.e~_:-P1:~~cip~~~ 
~-·--- -- ·· -- ·. 

of the _p_aris?~_chool with dat~s of their tenures: 

Sr. M. Cajetana 

Sr. M. l!:digna 

Sr. M. Lolorosa 

Sr. M. Cortona - ------- · 
sr._ _~~h111EP!3-_ 

Sr. M. Jutta_~~ppe 

Sr. M. George Rieger 

Sr.M.Anaclete Dresoher 

Sr. M. Aloantara Dietrich 

1855-187;3 

18'73-1888 

1888-1905 

1905-1906 

1906-1908 

1908-1909 

1909-1918 

1918-1924 

1924-1926 
(For many years she was supervieor of 
parochial schools in Brooklyn Diocese) 

~UgwLtina 

Sr. M. Vincentina 
„ 

S~. M. Anna Baumann 

Sr. __ M~~d?~P_h;ne . ?.~PP~_ 

Sr. M. Benoni ta Allmann 

Sr. M. Benetta Allmann ---------- ----------· - . 

Sr. M. Veronica Prosser 

Sr. Clemen~ _ _!ar~~_Į:Ian~y_ 

1926-1929 

1929-1931 

1931-1937 

1937-194~ 

1943-1949 

1949-1955 

1955-!959 

1959- \<f (, ~ 

39. · Vo~~ t!_~~l!_-~O. __ s~ a t~r~oo<;s __ from _p ari sh l 

Stkool Siaters of Notre Damez 

Ven. Sr. M • .h.ustace Strassner 

Sr. M. Judith Brandenberger Sr. M. Frances Dengler 

Sr. M. Anastasia Dunsback Sr . M. Loreto Reynolds 

Sr. M. Cyril Powers Sr. M. Louis Whalen 

Sr. M. Virg111a Blattner Sr. M. Vinoentine Gall 

• 
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Ccontinued) (_y o_s-:_a~j 9_!Ls_ ~? Sj_ s t e phooci s) 

Sr~' M. Olarissa Schutte sr. M. Joseph Sohutte 

Sr. M. Clara Schutte Sr. M. Don Bosco Bos a 

Sr. M. Georgine Barker Sr. M. Vincenta Flood 

----Sr. M. Luci lia Brien Sr. M. Sylveria Brie~ 
sr. M1r1am Raymond Brien M__. Al_e..na Schwan . 

sr. M. Oliver Hudon Sr.M. Evangela Nadeau 

Sr. M. Jovita Nadeau 

Oongrega tion of the Siste~s .. o( _ S~_!. _J:o~epl'H - - - - - .. ~ - . - ---

Sr. Francis Borgia Murphy 

Sr.Teresa Cla.re ~hrmentraut 

Sr. Madei1ne Louise Healy 

Sr. Mary Paul Geck 

Sr. Walter Marle Kohl 

~11tor1 ot Marcys 

Sr. M. Gemma Palermo 

Sr. M. Roberta Burketsmeyer 

Franciacan Orderi 

Sr. M. Den1se Strassner 

Ir. M. Alacoque Schmitt 

Sr. Rose Agnes Sereno 

Sr.Helen Anne Barry 

Sr. Ann Helene Brien 

Sr. M. Hildegard 

Sr. M. ~ulalia Hilbert 

sr. M. Coletta Stellwagen, now auditor of St. Anthony•s Hospital, 

Sr. M. Uerald1ne Palermo 
St. Petersburg, Florida. 

Society ot the Saored Ileart ot Jeeua: 

Sr. M. Ruth Riohards 

• 
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farish Pri es tly Voc atlons 
p . 3S 

Approximately a score of young men from the pari sh enter e d the 
Holy Priesthood . 

Rev . Pe ter . 0 1 Hara ( Fat h er EugeneLO . F . M., Cap . ) , latest to date on 
the list , was ordained June 2 4 , 1961 , in Sacred neart Church , New York 
City and c e l ebr 1:1ted his fi rst iv1a ss (&olernn Righ ) in ss . P&P ' s at 11 a . m. 
Sunoay , July 2 , followed by a reception in t he afternoon in the school 
hall . Son of Pe t e r 0 1 Hara of New York City and the late Nor a 0 1 h ara , both 
formerly of t h is parish , he is a graduate of its paroch ial school and of 
Glencliffe , N. Y., Hi gh Sch ool. He completed hi s studies at t h e Garrison, 
N. Y., O. F' . ivl., Cap • . , s emina ry . 

rle v. William J . Brien , ordained in Sacred Heart Cathedral , rlochester 
June 9 , 1956 . 

Re v . Frederick Bi semann , ordaine d in Sacred Heart Cathedral in 
J·une , l9b3 , a t present procurator a t St . Berna rd ' s Seminary . 

rle v . James 15oyle , ordained June 11 , 1949 , in Sacred Eeart Cathedra l 

rlev . Charles Hilbe rt , MM , Mar yknoll Fat her , ordained J·une 1 3 , 1 926 , 
at Maryk noll , now serving in mission at Tunghsiao , '11aiwan , ii'ormosa . 

Rev. Howard vi . Ge c k , orda i ned in J·une , 1 923 , in old St . Patri ck ' s 
Cathedral . · 

~ev. William J . Heisel , 
Cath edral . At time of death 
Family Church , Rochester . 

ordained in June 1 91 6 in St . ~atrick's 
' M-_L l &', f~,.-Q. ___ was pastor of Įioly 

Rev . Joseph Ruby , comple te d studies at St . be rna rd ' s Seminary and 
ordai ned for Diocese of Buffal o .• (?) 

Rev . Geo~J . Schmitt , ordained in June , 1 914 , in St . ~atrick ' s 
Gathedral , now a monsignor and pas tor of Holy Family Churc h , c ity . 

Re v . Arthur Wel tzer , orda i ned (?) l ~i-~o 1 

Very Hev . Ms gr . Be rnard P . 0 1 Re lblly , S . M., Universi ty of Bayton, 
Dayton , Ohio . urdained (?) 

(Gontinued on next pa~e) 

Vocations to Brotherhoods (?) ---------
Several bošs ( n ine previous to 1893 Uolden Jubilee year) joined 

Broth ers o:f Mary ( Iv1arianists) , who taught boy s in parish school from 
1 864 to 188? whe n SSND rule was broadened to include teaching boys . 
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39 . Parish Priestly Vocations ( Continued) 

Rev . Joseph A. Mill er , studied at St . Andr ew1 s Seminar y , American 
College, Rome, and Univers ity of Innsbruck , Austria . Ordained in City 
of Trent irnstria , in 1 891 . \'ias pa s t or of holy Trini ty Churc h , Webster, 
for 1 5 years . 

Rev . Ferdinand Scheid , baptized in SS . P&P 1 s , but g raduate of St . 
Mich ael 's Paro ch ial School . Ordained in St . Patrick ' s Cathedr a l June 1 2 
1897 . Firs t assignment was as assistant t o Father Sinclair (169 7 - 1 908 ), 
before being named pas tor of St . Pius Church, Cohocton . 

Rev . John F . Gefell, ordained in June , 1 905 , in St . Patrick ' s 
Cathedra l , died in 1 929 while pastor of St . ~ius Church , 8ohocton . 

Rt . H~Y..!_ ___ ~gr . -~ o sepp. H. Gefell,ordained in St . Patrick 1 s Cathed-
r a l June 1 4 , 1 902 , retired pastor of Holy Family Church , Rochester . Now 
chaplain a t mothe rhouse of Cong r e ga ti on of Si sters of' St . Joseph , 4095 
East Av enue, Roche st e r . 

Re v . J . Emi l Gefell , Ph . D., late pastor , ordained May 30 , 1896 , 
in Cathedra l of St . John Lateran, Rome . Eldest of three priest sons 
(others being John F . and Joseph H., cited above) of' late John B. and 
Anastasia Gefe l l , who joined parish when they moved to flochester from 
Attica , N. Y., and established home in Maple Street . 

Rev . Matthias Har garther, orda ined by Bishop Mc Quaid in St . 
Patrick ' s Cathedral September 29 , 1878 . Beca me pastor of St . Midlael's 
Church , Roche st e r , in April, 1 896 . 

Rev . Ji'reder ick R. Rauber, ordained by Bishop Mc Quaid in St . Pat 
rick ' s Ca thedra l in June , 1875 . Be c ame se cond pas tor of S t . Boniface 
Ghurch where he served nearly 16 years bef'ore retiring because of ill 
health . 



69 . Voc a t ions (Continued ) p . .3 7 . 
Five from Re iter Familv 

Four dau ghter s a nd a priest - son (out of nine ch i ldren) comprise 
the outstanding contribution to Heli t:; ious life by the late Mrs . 
Anna lv1ary ne i t er of 41 Darien Street , who moved to SS . P&P' s from St . 
Joseph ' s parish in August , 191 2 . Her husband , Nich olas Reiter , who 
died June 11 , 1895 , was born in this parish and was bap tfuzed in the 
ori ginal Maple Street e hurch by i ts fifth pas tor , 1',a ther F'r ancis X. 
Kruutbauer' Augus t 28 , 1 856 , and mov ed to St . Joseph ' s when he married 
in September , 1 879 . 

'l'he c ouple had bee n able to send all their c hildren to St . Joseph ' s 
Paro .ch i al School, from whi ch all gr aduat ed , two ' thereupon ent ering 
novitiate s . 'The t hree others were members of' thi s parisn m en t hey 
entere~ Heligion . Two other surviving children are Cl a rence G. Re iter , 
present tru s tee and former auditor of t h e parish , imd Mr s . Gelia Has
selberg of Woodhaven , L . I . The Reiter Rel i gious quintet are : 

Hev . Jo~eph F . Reiter , CSSR , a ttended by Father Gef'ell when ordained 
by the late Ca rdinal Hayes at the Redemptorist Seminary at Esopus , N. Y. 
June 1 8 , 1 922 . Celebrated first Solemn High Mas s in parish church 
June 25 , 1922 , at which Father F . William Stauder , close friend of 
f a mily , preached . Fathe r Reiter , now teaching Religion at Red emptorist 
Insti tute of Notre Dame in Baltimore , an elementary and high school , 
also broadcasts a Mother of Perpetual Help radio program for the Bal
timore area . 

Sr . Mary Nichola Reiter , SSND , entered in March , 1906 . Now invalided 
in Baltimore , she previously had t aught at SS , P&P (1951 - 52) and Holy 
Ghost , Coldwater Road , (1956- 57) schoo ls . 

'l'he three others are members of t he Sist e rs of the Visitation 
(Contemplative) : 

Reit e r 
Sr . Ni . Jane De Chanta , entered at Georg etown, Md ., in February , 

1 908-:--Now stationed in Atlanta , Ga . 

Sr . lviary Alphonsa Reiter , entered in 1920 and now sta tioned in 
Will'.lington , De l . 

Sr . lvary Jo~~J2E._Heit er_ , entered in 1928 and now stati oned in 
· 11ol edo, Ohio . 
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40 . Wars--Casual ti es 

Spanish- American (?) Korean (?) 

';'iorl d lifar 1 -- 'fhe parish had 1 30 stars dm its s e rvice flag by mid
Au e;ust , 1918 , when the t ide of vicyory was turning 
definitely to the si d e of the Allies . Incomplete rec 
ords available list four c asualties in Fr a nce (dead) . 
Of these , t wo were killed~n acti~n , one fatally gas 
sed and one died from influenza . 'l'hey-w8re : 

Wallace T . Stellwagen , private , first class , k illed in action Sept. 
22 , 1 918 , while serving with Company K, 310th Infantry, 
78th Division , at Thiacourt . Buried in American Iv1ili 
t a ry Cemete ry at St . l\dhiel . Son of l ate Joseph Stel
l wagen of 349 Or ange Street , he was church usher and en 
ered service April 4 , 1 918 , at a ge of 23 . 

Dominic T . Schmitt , private , k ill ed in action Oct . 15 , 1 918 at Boi s 
de Loges while serving with Company M, 310th Infantry , 
27th Division, a ft e r seeing action at Thiacourt and 
Ghampi gneulle . Buried in American Ceme tery at Romagne. 
8on of late Mrs . Anna Schrnitt , then of 18 Hertle Street 
and brothe r of Rt . Rev . Ms gr . Georg e J . Schmitt, pastor 
of Roly F'amily Church , ei ty, he entered service April 
29 , 1~ 1 8 , at age of 22 . 

J . Cl ovis 8mith , 2nd lieutenant , USA , g as sed at Cantigny on eve of 
first Ame rican offensive May 25 , 1918 , while serving 
with 3rd Battalion, 26th lnfantry . Developed p lural 
pneumonia and died J"une 22 , 1918 , in U. S . Base Hospit a l 
at Campuis . Son of late Mrs . Mary T. Smith, then of 1 28 
Ru gby Avenue, he entered service at age of 22 at Offic
ers Training Sch ool , Fort Niag ara , N. Y. Embarked over
seas Jan . 1 5 , 1 918 . Buri ed in France , r eburied in Holy 
Sepulchre Cemetery March 23 , 1921 . 

Otto Victor G. Popp , died from influenza Sept . 25 , 1918 , at a uxene 
while serving wi th 39th Company , lOth 11raining Battalio1 
808th Pione e r Infantry . Buried in France, r eburied in 
Holy Sepulchre Cemetery J·une 4 , 1921. Son of' Otto C. and 
Ghristina Popp , t hen of 754 Smith Street , he entered 
service July 21 , 1918 at a ge of 30 . 

Alber t L . Porreca,-who d ied Oct . l , 1937, survived being wou nded sev
e rely July 24 , 1 918 , while serving with Battery A, 309th 
F'ie ld Artillery, in Hindenburg Line Drive . Native of 
Phil adel phi a he lived at 301 Ru gby Avenue when he enter
ed service in Ro~ e ster Nov . 22 , 1 917 . He was d ischarged 
Aug . 28 , 1 91 9 . 
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40 . Wars - Casua l ties ( Co_n,_.!_inued) 

Gi vil v· ar--S e a rch of inc omplete ava ilable r e cords, diff icul t beca use 
of loss of must e r rolls and fr e quent missp elling of names , 
r e veals that two young men from parish , brothers , both of 
whom were wou nded in action , s erved in the Union forces . 
Buried in separate plots in Eoly Sepulchre Gemet e ry , mar 
king s on their g r avestones read : 

Williarn H.aker , <.:ompany F ,140th J\ . Y. Infantry . Di e d Dec . 11 , 1874 , 
a g ed 35 years . 

J"ohn B . Raker , Company C, 2lst N. Y. Ca va lry . Died April 20 , 1882 , 
a ged ;58 ye a rs . 

Th ey were sons of John B . ~nd Barbara Lenhard Reger , and 
William ' s correct Ohrist i an name was Ulrich . Their record s 
in Sta te Adjutant ' s Office offi cial report read : 

H.ak er , ·111iam, a g ed 21 ( should be 23) , enlisted Aug . 27 , 1 862 at 
~~~~-~~R~o--,.cheste r to s e rve 3 years . Mustered in as private in Com-

pany F , 140th N . Y . lnfantry Sept . 13 , 18 62 . Wounded in a ct · 
ion May 5 , 1664 , at Wilderness and June 18 , 1864 at Peters· 
burg , Va . Discharged for disability March 17 , 1865 , at 
hospital . Also borne as Baker . 

_R_a_k_e_r~,_J_o_h_n_B_. , a g ed 19 , enlisted at Rochest e r Aug . l , 1863 . Mustered 
in as private , Company G, 2lst N. Y. Cavalry , Aug . 28 , 1863 
to serve 3 years . Wound ed July 19 , i864 , at Ashby ' s Gap , Va . 
Gaptured July 20 , 1864 ; paroled Sept . 12 , 1864 . Discharg ed 
Feb . 10 , 1865 , at Camp Parole , Md . Also appears in Com
pany B. 



4=0 . Wars (Continued ) 

Interesting sideli gh ts , etc . on the parish home front during World 
War l are found in letters wri tten by Fat h er F' . William Staud. e r , the n 
as~ istant priest (1908- 1 921) , to Glarence G. Hei ter , pre sent trustee 
and ro ntinuing as an usher , who $ e rved a year in Prane e w1th the Cen
tral rlecords Office at Bourge s , Cher . Some exc e rpts : 

August 8 , 1918 : " ••• S t . Peter ' s is beginning to show the effects 
of the war now . We have 130 stars on the service fl ag a nd eve ry day 
sees mare anei more g oing • .t!.'ven the--ushers are getting scarce a nd we may 
be f'orced to appeal to the Young Ladies 1 Sodali ty for help . 'Nhen 130 
lads go from one parish it make s a bi8 hole . I have had the war fev er 
mys elf lately and , if I were sure that this affair would last more 
th an a y ea r longer , wou l d offer my s e rvices . But I would hate very 
much to g o just about vhen the war would be at an end . The more I see 
of t he boys the more I feel like going ••• 

11 Had a lett e r from one of our boys , Albert Haag "over there" . He 
is only a short way behind the line of fighting . He tells that Father 
Ganey , formerly at the I m.maculate here , said Mass for them early in 
July , and preache d . So you see Rochester meets in France ••• " 

October 31 , 1918 : 11 
••• A t present we are having a great epidemic 

of 11 lnfluenza 11 • Men and women by the thousands are down wi t h it , and 
dying . They are digging the g raves at Holy Sepulchre with a big shovel 
plow ••• st . Peter ' s has been more t han fortunate . We have had only two 
de a ths from it in our parish during October ••• :rv~any of our pepple have 
suffer ed from it ••• Please hurry b a ck as soon as this war is over . It 
looks as if that WCllld be very soon . You s ee , we need the old reliable 
ushers . Our churc:h es have been closed ( Oct . 13 to Nov . 3 , 1918) because 

of t he flu epidemic , as you must have heard . So you see , we will be 
wanting real ushe rs to put thing s in order when we reopen . Just think 
of closing t h e Houses of' God. in a time when men should be on their 
kne e s l How the worldly wi se d o try to eliminate God l 

11 St . P ' s will have a li ttle surpri se f'or you ( wh en you g et back) , 
in t he way of a couple of new shrines being put up now . One is for 
Our Lady of' Perpetual Help and the other is to St . Rita ••• They are 
going to be beautii'ul ••• 11 

J a nuary 14 , 191 9 : 11 ••• Some of the boys from "over t here 11
, who were ir 

a ctual f'ighting , are beginning to arrive (home ) . A crowd of them came 
home on Saturday , the 1 2t h , boys of the 108th from Cambrai and St . Quer 
tin . They are re al h e roes . Ev ery little while a new soldier ' s face bobs 
up in t he congre~ation and make s us f eel tha t we are getting back to 
our old normal life again . One fine thing I notic ed lately is tha t 
many of the boys , as soon a s t h e y co me home, come to confes s i on and 
Communion on t he ve ry first weekend . I hop e they keep it up ••• " 

P . S .-F'at her Stauder himse lf was among t he many flu victims , a nd 
spent a 1'ortnight re cove ring f rom it a t St . h1ary 1 s Hospi t a l . 


