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'l). 0 . , CHURCH OF SS. PETER AND ~AUL (720 W. Main Street,Rochester,NY,14611) 
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l. B"ackground • t·Jhen the Redemptorist Fathers who had charge of 

Rochester's only German-language church, St. Joseph's, decided to 

abandon their original church on Ely Street and rebuild on Franklin 

Street, also on the east side of the Genesee River, its ~8st sidG 

parishioners r ea cted by forming a new m ngregation pn the west side 

of town. Here they ;:~ 1~. np a small fr&me church called Sto Peter 's, 

on the co1~ner of lfaplG and King Streets o The mov e ent.;endere d nuch 

bad feeling on the part of the German Ca t holic communi t y . Eo·\'Jever , 

in December 1842, Bishop Jo1'm Hughes came up from New York to listen 

to t .l). e argu1nents o He approved the neH church on co ndi tion that, 

accorditig to church law, the property title be put in his ·name •. 

St. Peter's dates, therefore, from 1843 . As a result of friction in 

the parish a decade later, the church was reincorpora t ed in 1859 as 

SS. Pete r and Paul ' s . A l~:>:·ger church of .brick;_ erer.ted o:il' the same 

site as th ·2- originaU., was dedicated on August 15, 1859 by the bishop 

of Erie, Pa ., Josue M. Young . This continued in use until around 1910, 

1vhen it was sold to the Buffalo, Rocl1e ster and Pi t t sburgh Railroad 

which need,~d tn enlarge i t.s fėcili tie s L : the vicini ty of Maple Street . 

2 . Third and Present Church. The building of the third church, ne eded 

to acc:ommodate a growing cnngregatuon, was supervised by Father J. 

Emil Gefell, pastor since 1907. Property was bought on 11West Avenue" 

( now West Main s-E'.reet), running through to Brown Street. Here he erected 
,,_ , 

a church,rectory, convent and schoolo The architects were 

Gordon and Madden of Rochest~r, but the Italianate models on which 

they drew were traceable to the pastor, who had been educated in 

Italy.Construction material for all four buildin§S was tapestry brick 

with stone trimo The exterior desi§n of the church is in the tradition 
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of the Romanesque of central Italy, the campanile obviously inspired 

regarding de s ign and posi tion by the car.1panile of Siena Ca thedral . 

The arcuated pcrch blends well with this, although early Renaissance 

in derivation. Its attractive arches at once recall the arcaded 

porch of the Ospedale degli Infanti in Florence . A contemporary 

description declares that the interior r esembles tha t of Santa liiaria 

in Tra. _s tevere, Rome . The F.arly Rena1 s~~ance ai rcn • tien ia well to įoft 
. . - ' . ~""'1~~ . 

a:p'ds Pight ef the · seating are.a, and there ~ coffered 9ar-r-eJ 'kttlė:tng. 

The a.lta~':"„'!Ji. s transferr Rri fro :'i'l the sec:ond chu1~ch to this c:·1 u.rch . It 
• Q 

w<.s an orna te , high- set al tar v.d. th gradines , 1J1.J oden , hut narbliz:e do 
" 

It was never adequate , artistica lly . 

If · I rightly remember , th '~ cornerstones of both th e first (1843 ) 

and the second St. Peterte church buildings were transfer·,:.::d. t o :.h '.::-! N.E. 

o\.\.t~l'." wall of the nėw building . Bishop Thomas F. Eickey laid the 

cornerstone of the new church on October l, 1911. and de dica ted the 

finished buildine; on June JO , 1912 . The Hiram E. Edgerton Co . was 

the building contractor. . .Evėntually, · ; the interior was richly 

de cora ted :1i th ~ mural paintings . I have a firm 

recollection tha t the a rtist was Gonippo Ragc;į , . ci.n Italian 

church artist li vinr.:, in Mew York . The total cost of the church buiLiiq; 

was $100 , 000 . 

Whc n the tov,rer wRs co mpleted , the bell wh ich had hune; in th e first 

an d se cond churches was movc d into ito Fro1:1 184.J on th i s was used also 

as a f1re- alarm bell · b.y . the neighl.:orhood company of volunteer 

firemen. The church ' s b.ell-ringer · ·.©,l&o l 1 a ng for th e. fires, at $1 „25 

per fire . The fi rst such ringer was Pe ter Renaud. who rang for fires. 
•' 

1n ine years, assisted by his sons . Arter that, the janitor, Peter Voss, 

took over the task. 
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4. Artistic Comments • . The main f 'eature of this building is the 

m nnony of i ts f'acade and bell tower „ The interior, though 

richer, is likewise irnpressive. 
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