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some prelinlinary medical screerling for- the glJests who come to the
~(itchen. Studies arc)und the CClurltry t,avs stlowrl that slAch is
inlportant. Without nleeting ttleir rleeds where they congregate, poor
people go witholJt medical t,el~).FCJr-a variety of reasons we have
resisted getting into this serviceu ~Iowever, t~le poor keep getting
sick and meolbers of the Catholic Ptlysicians GLlild keep asking us.
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insurance. This time around that question r'eceives ve~y positive
ans~'Vers~

a) The GIJild members carry their' own insurance.
b) St.Mary's Hospital is pr'epared to consider- OIJr-place

as orle of its outreach clinics.
c) The kitchen could get a rider orl its policy.

The best approach is pertlaps St.Mary·s. In any case, ·the issue has
beer' explored in conversations wittl Patricl< Madden, the President
of St.Mary's and Sr"Eileen, ttle Chairperson of St.Mary·s boar·d.
There is rlO doubt that we shall be adeqLlately covered.
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to re-do the office s~Jace irl the SP. A number of persons
volurlteered to do the renovation and ~~abitat took it on as an
enterprize during their off winter nlorlths (as also the renovation
of the toilets)" The work that has beerl done to date renews the
office space and nlakes it also suitable for nledical careu We have
opened tal~:s wittl Hc)using Opportunities, t~,e entity tt1at leases
the enti~e building and from whom we sub-lease the ~(itchen, about
permission to tap into their sewer lines for the use of a sinall
wash-up area in the same office space.
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crisis. Many are without inslArance. MarlY carry very cLlrable
diseases but receive no help. The area where we live has the
higtlest infant mortality rate for the State of New Yor-k. The city
has the highest irlciderlt of sexually trarlsmitted diseases.
Offering free nlsdical care under the umbrella of a Catholic
hospital seems to be a good resporls8, part of Ol~r-r-esponsibility
to respond to the actual situation in whict1 we are" There is
nothing irreversible about the proposed step. If it works, great.
If it does not work Dut, we stlall have lost nothing. F'or everyone
taken care of arld even conduited to mar's permarlent car-e in the
hospital, we have ttle satisfactiorl of doing a miracle" We shall
have safeguarded all from the spread of comml!nicable diseases.
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by the members of the Cattlolic Physicians' Guild. The challenge is
in line with what we a~e already doirlg and God has flever failed us
in the ten yea~s ttlat the Kitcherl tlas operated. We are celebr-ated
in that people perceive our genuine desire to be stretched for- the
goc)d of othersu -rhe service will be itself ar\ Bjjvocac:y for better
health care for all of us" There will be a constarlt r'eview
undertaken by the ~;t"Peter's k:itchen Advisory Board arld reports
fnade to this Council.


